
     

ROTORUA GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL 
 

2011                    Newsletter No 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

from left to right 
 
Back: Donna Kameta, Jazmin Hurihanganui-Bennett, Tayla De lamere, Emma Spencer,  
 Azaria Houia, Amele Leko, Tailz Komene, Charene Ka meta, Trine Sorensen 
 
Front: Kerry Anderson, Sera-Jane Taylor, Marcella Murray, Crystal Walters, Sakura Muto, 
 Soteria Iopu, Kathleen Kelly, Anahera Parata 

 
 
 

2011 RGHS 1st XV Rugby Team 
Runners Up in the Bay of Plenty Secondary 

School Girls Competition 
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251 Old Taupo Road 

Rotorua    
Ph 348 0156; Fax 346 1269 

Email:  principal@rghs.school.nz 
 Thursday, 4 August 2011 

 
Kia ora koutou katoa 
 
This week we all celebrated being back at school for term 3 of 2011.  And it was a real celebration – we celebrated 
having all our Junior Basketball team players, coach and manager back after a potentially disastrous skid on black ice 
at the top of the Mamakus early on the first Saturday of the break.  The team was on its way to Auckland to compete 
in the North Island competitions – instead they all ended up being checked-out at Rotorua Hospital with three people 
(Manager Sarah Riley and students Moerangi Vercoe and Taylar Jacobs) being hospitalized for one to two nights.  
It was such a dramatic day for everyone involved and I wish to publically thank so much, those people who were first 
on the scene and supported our students and staff with rugs, medical assistance and traffic control.  Then there was the 
quick response from Rotorua Emergency vehicles, particularly Police, Ambulance and Fire Service, as well as our 
own parents who arrived en masse.  Finally, the support and help from all the staff at Rotorua Hospital was quite 
outstanding, and made me, again, feel so proud to belong to Rotorua.  Seeing off-duty emergency personnel up at the 
Hospital late in the day, coming round “just checking on how the girls are” made me realize what a close community 
we truly are.  It took me back to a similar situation just over one year ago which resulted in the tragic death of Kristi-
Rae Ruri-Gardiner – an event which had a huge impact on so many of us. 
 
On this occasion, everyone survived, and so we are celebrating!  Our school van was written off, and will take some 
time to replace, we have bruised and battered bodies which are rapidly recovering, and we can start Term 3 with a real 
determination from all to achieve all the goals we set at the beginning of the year. 
 
Congratulations to the 79 students who achieved 100% attendance in term 2, and to the 353 (47%) who achieved over 
90% attendance in term 2 – these are pleasing results, as are the 408 students who achieved Strive Awards from their 
Deputy Principals for excellent effort during Terms 1 and 2, and the 76 students who are named in this newsletter for 
achieving Merit or Excellence grades in their level 1, 2 or 3 NCEA standards – Well done! 
 
Congratulations to our published poets and our Senior Basketball and Rugby teams for great results, and to all the 
students who have achieved individual and team sporting and cultural successes – you are doing so well! 
 
We have welcomed past staff member Ms Jo Vari back to the Humanities Faculty (replacing Caroline Newton), and 
we also welcomed Mr Paddy Cass to the staff of the Humanities Faculty (replacing Head of Faculty Jacqui Tyrrell ).  
We also congratulate and wish well to new Head of Faculty Haley Hodge.   
 
We have completed our Nina Hogan Performing Arts Centre, and I publically thank Charles Hubbard and all his 
staff at CH Builders who have been outstanding to work with.  They have created a superb Performing Arts venue for 
us.  We will formally open the Centre later in the term.  We welcomed to school the 38 students and 12 staff from 
Taiyuan #2 Foreign Language School in China, during the holiday break, and they leave us at the end of next week.  
We are celebrating 10 years of relationship between Rotorua and Taiyuan, and will together publish a book later in the 
year to recognize these 10 years of Friendship and Development.  Annual exchanges of students and teachers have 
created hundreds of relationships which now span the globe.  My thanks to all involved in this year’s exchange as 
homestay hosts or teachers, with special thanks to Lorraine Moore  (Homestay Coordinator), Heather Jones (Head 
Teacher) and Raewyn Krammer (International Coordinator). 
 
We look forward during August to holding Open/Enrolment Days for year 8 students interested in attending Rotorua 
Girls’ High School in 2012, to welcoming homestay students from Collége du Bourail in New Caledonia, to holding a 
SADD (Students Against Driving Drunk) Week, an International Languages Week an Environment Week and our 
National Winter Sports Tournament Week – it will be an interesting time. 
 
Please remember to contact us if you have any queries or questions about your daughter’s achievement, and remember 
“if it is to be, it is up to me.” 
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NEXT NEWSLETTER  - ISSUED TO STUDENTS TO BRING HOME  ON  

THURSDAY, 8 SEPTEMBER 2011 
 

 
 
 CONGRATULATIONS TO 

·  Te Rau Pou who has been selected to represent Rotorua Girls’ High School on a worldwide Rotary Exchange 
Programme in 2012.  She will spend the 2012 year in the South American country of Chile studying and 
learning both the Portuguese language and the culture of the country.  It will be an exciting experience for her. 

·  Katie Lee and Nicole Bow for being published poets in “The Spirit of Rotorua in Verse” Book which was 
launched this July at the Rotorua District Public Library.   

·  Mrs Ngaire Lee, our Sports Co-ordinator, who was invited to a breakfast during “Volunteer Awareness 
Week” for her continued support to Sport Bay of Plenty, our school and the community.  

·  Shar Smith, our RGHS Junior A Netball Coach who has won the Watties Volunteer of the Year 
Package for her coaching services.  This is excellent recognition for Shar and our school 
acknowledges all her hard work and dedication. She works with our netballers from the Junior 
Teams to the Senior Teams. 

·  Carolyn Katu  our HOF of Physical Education / Health / Dance / Music for receiving a “Best Teacher 
Award” through the More FM recent radio promotion.  She received a trophy and one nights accommodation 
for two a Rydges Hotel anywhere in New Zealand. 

 
 
NEW ENROLMENTS 
We welcome the following students who have enrolled at Rotorua Girls High School since our last newsletter:  
Year 9 Rachael Laurenson, Ariana Bailey 
Year 10 Taitiana Moengaroa, Chelsey Hepi, Nikara Ross 
Year 11 Hiria Douglas, Justise Dean, Danielle Tango 
�
�

100% ATTENDANCE FOR TERM II – 2011 
Congratulations to the 79 students below who achieved 100% attendance in Term 2: 
HINEMOA: RG1 (H) - Nathalie Macfarlane, Victoria Thompson;  H2 - Paige Fladkjar;  H3 - Natalya Nicoll, 
Charnika Tango;  H4 - Tayla Kereopa, Natthanicha Sawatdee, Bernice Uale, Clarissa Winkleman;  H5 - 
Kavita Budhia, Charlene Porteous-Watt;  H6 - Julanda Masipa'u, Marianne Tubilla;  H8 – Sheetal Patel. 
 
KARENGA: K1 - Cheyenne Crown, Nina Epiha-Rossiter, Aroha Oneroa, Reiana Papuni;  K2 - Eden West; K3 
- Lise-Ann Barrow, Sorrento Bockman Rurehe;  K4 - Te Rina Kingi;  RG3 (K) - Jodecii Brothers;  K7 - 
Chynne Evans, Ashley Mountfort;  K8 - Jody Lickfold, Rashpinder Mann, Kate Walker. 
 
RANGIURU: Ra1 - Grace Bassett, Cheyenne Church, Zeta Howden, Megan Makene, Irihapeti Murtagh, 
Rachael Thompson;  Ra2 - Jennifer Bell, Rhaxjia Chisnall-Karaitiana, Priyesheel Kumar, Taryn Scholte;  
RG3 (Ra) - Candice Anderson, Briar Bayler, Olivia Buntine, Sarah Dunn, Dong Hee (Katie) Lee, Amy Roper;  
Ra4 - Shardae Chase, Antonia Stehlin, Paige Sullivan-Hona, Charne Taiatini;  Ra5 - Nicole Lowe, Kim 
Mizziana Paras;  Ra6 - Amber Johnston, Paige Peacock, Diandra Punivalu, Rahera Rauwhero, Louise Sto 
Domingo, Sharnese Tutara;  Ra7 - Kiri Coromandel ;  Ra8 - Su Jeong Leah Kwon, Thyla Taitimu;  Ra9 - 
Danielle Cochrane, Angela Hu, Amanda Lowe, Deepinder Mann, Sakura Muto, Claudia Plaisted, Rinel van 
der Spuy. 
 
RUKUWAI: RG1 (Rk) - Ishanee Illangasinghe, Hannah Thompson, Imogen Wara;  Rk2 - Wairiti Matekuare ; 
Rk4 - Ngarangi Timihou-Tepapa, Jessica Wilson, Shaquile Woodmass-Simon;  Rk5 - Kelsey Brown, Helen 
Talbot;  Rk6 - Tara Moberly, Dora Remmerswaal, Hine-Rotu Taylor;  Rk7 - Kody Ann Taylor . 
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95% ATTENDANCE FOR TERM II – 2011 
Congratulations to the 126 students below who achieved 95% + attendance in Term 2: 
HINEMOA: RG1 (H) - Amber Prouse-Morris, Kerenapu Winiata-Katting, Kirs ty Lickfold ;  H2 - Alexandra 
Harper, Kai-Leigh Williams ;  H3 - Alkina Kana, Estelle Rewiri, Hayley Bird, Shavaughan Makela-Angel, 
Sommer Clendon;  H4 - Brittany McNee, Isabelle Plaisted, Stevie-Lee Jones;  H5 - Jessica Brown, Katie 
Wilson, Liyin Yvonne Long, Sarah Fitton, Sjaani Stanley, Sky Gotz-Tier;  H7 - Celleste Wilson-Mott, 
Charissa Rehu, Hannah Calcutt, Natasha Gray-Garney;  H8 - Alice Janssen, Briony Forrest, Maata 
Heretaunga Butler, Mikaela Hawke, Natisha Dahya, Yukako Tanaka;  H9 - Jaina Vallabh. 
 
KARENGA:  K1 - Carla Owen, Chantelle Osborne-Galvin, Kelsey-Rose Falwasser;  K2 - Florence Ogilvie, 
Tatiana Ruaiti, Veronica Gubb; K3 - Bailey Lynskey, Cheyenne Robson, Crystal Langton Garde, Georjah 
Tansey, Iysha Edwards, Shimiah McNicholl, Te Atawhai Curtis ; RG3 (K) - Moerangi Vercoe;  K4 - Ashifa 
Dean, Chalamain Cassidy, Cheyenne Te Pairi, Hinearo Hull, Paris Pene-Tata;  K5 - Jennifer (Jenny) Foggin, 
Michaela Robson, Raquel Chadwick;  K7 - Harsha Dahya, Iris Rolston-Dowd, Ramari Rakuraku-Foster;  K8 - 
Derrin Whata, Emma-Lee Nicholls, Leanna Hill;  K9 - Jade Littler , Rovina Prasad, Taria Ngawhika. 
 
RANGIURU: Ra1 - Alesha-Del Tane, Angela Eiao, Shayna Mitchell-Winsor ;  Ra2 - Brie Kinita, Courtney 
Cook, Heenipaea Tukiwaho, Kanwarpreet Kavr Kahlon, Pauline Qalo;  RG3 (Ra) - Caroline Fleming, 
Charlotte Sutton, Ellen Goodwin, Halee Smith, Kate Muller, Sophie Francis;  Ra5 - Greer Murray, Hailey 
Dean, Haylee Scholte. Hinepau Peka, Janae Krammer, June Uale;  Ra6 - Elizabeth Purdie, Emmy-Lou 
Mabey, June Wildermott, Shannen Fisher, Talia Tukiwaho;  Ra7 - Gabrielle Sayer, Shontelle Jillings-Slade, 
Wanda Stellingwerf;  Ra8 - Bonnie Collins;  Ra9 - Ashleigh Anderson, Geraldine Swart, Teneal Peacock, Tessa 
Morgan. 
 
RUKUWAI:  RG1 (Rk) - Airi Takahashi, Georgia Moberly, Jazmin-Charlie Hur ihanganui-Bennett;  Rk2 - 
Petula Simanu, Teagan Rossiter;  Rk3 - Hinetekohurangi Taipari, Jackie-Lee Loffley-Wilson, Jahnte 
Walker, Jurnee Hannah, Nirlap Mann, Tina Hemsley;  Rk5 - Abi Parekura, Erika Widsten, Rebecca 
Chadwick, Sharelle Abbott;  Rk6 - Anna Wilson, Grace Williams, Hannah Francis, Kirsten Broad, Sonya 
Rolston;  Rk7 - Hannah Redmond, Vanessa Barclay;  Rk8 - Anahera Nukunuku, Crystal Walters, Danielle 
Marie Dy, Samantha Kiff, Virginia Cook, Yingyi Zhou ;  Rk9 - Gabriella Kendall, Kerry McNamara-
Spackman, Tamar Mareroa, Zoe Warena. 
 
�

90% ATTENDANCE FOR TERM II – 2011 
Congratulations to the 148 students below who gained between 90% to 95% attendance in Term 2: 
HINEMOA: RG1 (H) - Bayley Howard, Kelsi McFarlane, Anahera Parata, Tyler Rosvall, Fionnuala Wright;  
H2 - Sina Magele, Hayley McDonald, Te Awhi-Mokai Moore-Foe, Tequila Tai, Chantelle Taranaki, Jahnaya 
Taukamo, Tilya Thompson;  H3 - Georgia Haslam, Sonya Katipa, Marie Mason, Winnie Wildermott, Aaliyah 
Wiringi-Hudson ;  H4 - Sonya Mott, Parichat Tabpramool;  H5 - Michelle Cochrane, Brier-Rose Prouse-
Morris, Misty Raukawa, Shelley Stowers;  H6 - Mieke Clarricoats, Valencia Herbert, Mali Sakalia, Sera-Jane 
(Sera) Taylor;  H7 - Shanice Crosbie, Tauoteawa Kingi, Emma Middleton, Te Kirikauri Pene, Stevee Ray 
Raureti;  H8 - Holly Davis, Riley Gilbert-Burne, Ngahuia Hona-Paku;  H9 -Katie Byrnes, Becky Chan, 
Rachelle Gordon, Ellen MacDonald, Jungeun Pak, Katie Rowland. 
 
KARENGA: K1 - Crystal Gunn, Taylar Jacobs, Robyn Leef, Hinerangi Moore-Foe, Chantelle Nicoll, Lyneir 
Powell;  K2 - Amber Kirk, Irihapeti Moore-Foe, Nyxon Stafford, Phoenix Winiata;  K3 - Jodie Clapperton, 
Natalie Delamare, Ashleigh Hackney, Jouiwharde Heath, Mairia Perfect, Hannah Roberts, Morghan Taitoko, 
Kauri Walker, Akaysha Whakaari ;  K4 - Josephine Curtis;  K5 - Lauren Buckley, Darelle Hall, Jayde Pike, 
Megan Winter;  K7 - Emma Campbell, Nicole Cossey, Kohi-Rai Komene;  K8 - Sharni Jones, Muri-Aroha 
Kingi, Nina Massonne, Tui Matekuare, Carina Stanley;  K9 - Megan Potts, Pamela Purdie, Bianca Taylor, 
Makyila Tuari . 
 
RANGIURU: Ra1 - Jasmine Tamehana;  Ra2 - Shannon Havea, Monik Megha Dhaya, Leilani Muspratt, 
Tupou Niupalau, Starzche Tango;  RG3 (Ra) - Nicole Bow, Danielle Duff, Lana Erkkila, Kellee Fisher, Eden 
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Rogers;  Ra4 - Jessica Purden, Dejana-Rae Temple;  Ra5 - Kataraina Falwasser, Rachel Hodge, Soltice 
Morrison, Kirsten Plowman, Cerys Tarr, Hazel Villar anda;  Ra6 - Kendyl Cassidy, Eden Donovan, Makarena 
Edwards, Baylie Gard, Autumn James, Maioha Kara;  Ra7 - Danni Armstrong, Leah Harper, Kelly O'Keeffe, 
Isla Ross, Toria Vina;  Ra8 - Tia-Hine Earle, Donna-Ann Livingstone, Maidie MacPherson, Dayna McGregor, 
Brooke Thompson, Cassandra Woodhouse;  Ra9 - Jessica Homan, Rachelle Mountfort, Hamoterangi Pomana, 
Meriana Tamati, Joanna Marie Villaranda. 
 
RUKUWAI: RG1 (Rk) - Mahinaarangi Vercoe;  Rk2 - Tepumanawa-o-Rongomai Paora;  Rk3 - Morgan 
Akroyd, Sandra Gubb, Annalise Hannah, Lyric Ratahi, Arnica Ruebe-Marunui;  Rk4 - Shantasha Edwards, 
Sharne James, Juanita Ned, Taylor Rickard, Phoenix Walker ;  Rk5 - Arielle Hepi, India Taylor, Wairata 
Warbrick, Monica Wi ;  Rk6 - Alysha Carlin, Keelie Elder, Brittany Kershaw, Seon Min (Sally) Lee, Aleisha 
Mitchell ; RG6 - Moana Cairns;   Rk7 - Jenny Bandong, Deena Noa, Krystal Williams;  Rk8 - Te Paea Ngatai, 
Manaaki Te Taite;  Rk9 - Ruiha Ferguson, Hasani Kannangara, Haley Nelson. 
 
 

ATTENDANCE FOR TERM II – 2011 
·  In Term 2 2011 the overall attendance was 84%, down from 89% in Term 1. This was despite the efforts of 

the teachers to get the attendance percent increased from Term 1.  
·  We need your help as Parents and Caregivers to help us get and keep your daughter at school on a regular 

basis. It is their future that we are concerned with. We need ALL year levels at school and this includes Year 
13. 

·  In Term 3 attendance will be again closely managed to make sure that students at RGHS are coming to school 
regularly. 

·  RGHS takes part in Truancy Protocol meetings, which is a step to get students who are not attending school 
regularly to start attending. It involves CYF’s, Police, the Truancy Officer and the RGHS. It is designed to be 
a positive step in the right direction. 

·  Why do your children need to attend school? Two reasons are that future employment prospects are affected 
if children at school have a poor attendance record at school and there is evidence that some young people 
who miss school regularly for unjustified reasons finish up in anti-social behaviour or crime. 

·  Please make sure your child attends school regularly and let us know at RGHS if you are having problems 
getting your child to come to school. 

 
Overall School Attendance Term 2 
 
Level Hinemoa Karenga Rangiuru Rukuwai Grand Total 

9 85 87 89 88 87 
10 88 85 90 85 87 
11 81 78 87 83 83 
12 84 84 85 83 84 
13 67 76 83 76 76 

Grand Total 82 83 87 83 84 
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Whanau Attendance Term 2 
 

Hinemoa % Karenga % Rangiuru % Rukuwai % 
H2 82 K1 87 RA1 87 RK2 83 
H3 90 K2 88 RA2 91 RK3 84 
H4 86 K3 89 RA4 84 RK4 87 
H5 89 K4 77 RA5 87 RK5 83 
H6 78 K5 80 RA6 90 RK6 85 
H7 84 K6 86 RA7 84 RK7 80 
H8 84 K7 83 RA8 87 RK8 87 
H9 67 K8 76 RA9 83 RK9 76 
  K9      
RG1 92       
RG3    98  94  83 
RG6 68  63  66  75 
Grand Total 82  83  87  83 
 
 

STRIVE AWARDS:  
Congratulations to the following senior students who received a Deputy Principal’s Strive Award at House 
Assemblies recently as a result of their mid year report: 
HINEMOA:  H5 - Jessica Brown, Kavita Budhia, Shayla Chan, Michelle Cochrane, Kaitlin Cotton, Sarah 
Fitton, Sky Gotz-Tier, Liyin Yvonne Long, Julia Mudrach, Charlene Porteous-Watt, Brier-Rose Prouse-
Morris, Misty Raukawa, Maggie Rumbal, Sjaani Stanley, Shenequa Stewart, Shelley Stowers, Katie Wilson, 
Stephanie Winiata;  RG6 (H) - Isobel Beale, Summer Hellier, Shanrae Morrison, Oriana Ruru, Tapita Temara, 
Atiraira (Ati) Watene ;  H6 - Mieke Clarricoats, Angalie Dulon Barre, Emylie Dulon Barre, Kaela Hunia, 
Teilah-Gene (Tailz) Komene, Phoebe Ransfield, Tamara Stellingwerf, Sera-Jane (Sera) Taylor, Skye 
Walmsley; H7 - Areta Bell, Hannah Calcutt, Shanice Crosbie, Natasha Gray-Garney, Alexandrea Halkett-
Rangitutia, Tauoteawa Kingi, Nicole Pakau, Celleste Wilson-Mott ;  H8 - Natisha Dahya, Holly Davis, Briony 
Forrest, Riley Gilbert-Burne, Maata Heretaunga Butler, Ngahuia Hona-Paku, Magenta Mudgway, Te 
Arumana Ngamotu, Sheetal Patel, Danielle Taimana, Yukako Tanaka, Laleyna Vail;  H9 - Katie Byrnes, 
Niamh Cameron, Becky Chan, Hollie Dulon Barre, Shannon Dunn, Rachelle Gordon, Ellen MacDonald, 
MarshA Marsh, Kathryn Middleton, Polly Muir, Deniz Ozdemir, Jungeun (Jessica) Pak, Maria Ponga - Te 
Whaiti, Shannon Puru, Karamea Ratana, Katie Rowland, Jaina Vallabh. 
 
KARENGA: K5 - Lauren Buckley, Jennifer Foggin, Acacia-Raine Te Pairi, Darelle Hall, Marcia Tukiri ;  K7 - 
Emma Campbell, Harsha Dahya, Chynne Evans, Kathleen Kelly, Ashley Mountfort, Iris Rolston-Dowd;  K8 -  
Leanna Hill, Muri-Aroha Kingi, Jody Lickfold, Rashp inder Mann, Mamaeroa Merito, Carina Stanley, Kate 
Walker, Derrin Whata ; K9 - Naina Dargie, Shannon (Tui) Hiha, Te Waikamihi Korohina-Ormsby, Jade 
Littler, Taria Ngawhika, Whaiatua Eparaima, Charlot te Paterson, Te Rau Pou, Rovina Prasad, Hannah 
Smith, Pamela Purdie, Bianca Taylor, Shannon-Maria Wiringi, Makyila Tuari . 
 
RANGIURU: Ra5 - Hannah Brons, Hailey Dean, Kataraina Falwasser, Teiria Haimona-Wharepapa, Janae 
Krammer, Nicole (Nikki) Lowe, Blair Moke, Soltice Morrison, Kim Mizziana Paras, Helen Payn, Kirsten 
Plowman, Samantha (Sammi) Sansom, Hayle Scholte, Cerys Tarr, April Tipu-Whata, June Uale, Hazel 
Villaranda ;  Ra6 - Kendyl Cassidy, Eden Donovan, Frances Draper, Makarena Edwards, Shannen Fisher, 
Baylie Gard, Samantha Grace, Amber Johnston, Maioha Kara, Toni Katipa, Emmy-Lou Mabey, Paremiria 
Murtagh, Paige Peacock, Diandra Punivalu, Elizabeth Purdie, Rahera Rauwhero, Elisha Simon-Wharepapa, 
Louise Sto Domingo, Asaaria Tauiliili, Talia Tukiwaho, Sharnese Tutara, Aneia Whakaari;  Ra7 - Danni 
Armstrong, Gisele Foster, Freya Hohneck, Shontelle Jillings-Slade, Marcella Murray, Kelly O'Keeffe, Rawinia 
Phillips-Smith, Isla Ross, Gabrielle Sayer, Sian Smith-Teddy, Wanda Stellingwerf, Darryl Taylor, Toria  Vina;  
Ra8 - Tia-Hine Earle, Khanum Elisaia, Donna-Ann Kameta, Su Jeong Leah Kwon, Sylvia Mathew, Dayna 
McGregor, Cyreen Newton, Courtney Rickard, Jamie Ruki, Levi Simon, Thyla Taitimu, Brooke Thompson;  
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Ra9 - Chelsea Baxter, Danielle Cochrane, Charissa Foster, Angela Gilmoure, Jennifer Gordula, Rebecca 
Henry, Jessica Homan, Angela Hu, Te Maunga (Mysti) Komene , Amanda Lowe, Deepinder Mann, Tessa 
Morgan, Rachelle Mountfort, Sakura Muto, Teneal Peacock, Claudia Plaisted, Hyunuk Shin, Phoebe Sinnott, 
Geraldine Swart, Rinel van der Spuy, Joanna Marie Villaranda. 
 
RUKUWAI: Rk5 – Rk5 - Sharelle Abbott, Frankie-Marie Barnett, Kelsey Brown, Shaniele Colbert, Mikayla 
Law, Nazifa Mesic, Abi Parekura, Helen Talbot, India Taylor, Tui Tipuna, Wairata Warbrick, Monica Wi, 
Erika Widsten;  Rk6 - Kirsten Broad, Alysha Carlin, Maree-Aroha Cleaver, Hannah Francis, Seon Min (Sally) 
Lee, Crystal McPhee, Aleisha Mitchell, Tara Moberly, Alisher Morgan, Anne Purdie, Dora Remmerswaal, 
Sonya Rolston, Hine-Rotu Taylor, Grace Williams, Anna Wilson;  RG6 (Rk) - Kendyl Keepa-Teddy;  Rk7- 
Vanessa Barclay, Deena Noa, Hannah Redmond, Kody Ann Taylor, Krystal Williams ;  Rk8 - Danielle Marie 
Dy, Sarah Hunapo, Samantha Kiff, Te Paea Ngatai, Yingyi Zhou;  Rk9 - Katherine Badcock, Lisa Boyle, Holly 
Brown, Ruiha Ferguson, Hasani Kannangara, Gabriella Kendall, Tamar Mareroa, Kerry McNamara-
Spackman, Haley Nelson, Sina Petersen, Ashwini Pillay, Trine Sorensen, Amrisha Sumeran, Zoe Warena. 
 
 
2011 UNIVERSITY GRADUATES 
Congratulations to the following past students from Rotorua Girls’ High School who have graduated with tertiary 
qualifications in 2011.  These are our first tertiary graduates for 2011.   
 
From Waikato University 
Ada Kiel Bachelor of Teaching 
Kelly Bunyan Bachelor of Laws with Honours 
Deborah Christini-Crawford Postgraduate Diploma in Psychology (Clinical) 
Adele Denyer, Alex McDonald, Diana 
Rodda, Micaela Goldsmith 

Bachelor of Social Sciences 

Rana Motu Graduate Diploma of Teaching – Secondary Graduate Diploma 
Kate Pomare Bachelor of Management Studies 
Katherine Glasgow Bachelor of Social Sciences with Honours 
Sujeetha Jayaprakash, Nicole Loper Bachelor of Science 
Jessica Armour, Samantha Gray Bachelor of Teaching – Primary (BTchg) 
Holly Rudman Bachelor of Communication Studies 
This brings the total of tertiary graduates during 2011 to 15. 
 
 
STUDENTS WHO HAVE PASSED NCEA THIS YEAR TO DATE 
We would like to congratulate the following students who are the first to have passed the following NCEA Levels this 
year: 
Level 1 
Nicole Pakau, Shisana-Rose Timothy, Morgan McLeod, Kerry Anderson, Nicole Cossey, Whitney Te Aonui, 
Destiny Soloman, Jhorgia Manley, Sylvia Mathew, Tatiana Tihema, Sakura Muto, Anna Wilson, Te Aorangi 
Ripia, Losaline Taufa. (14 in total) 
 
Level 2 
Hollie Dulon Barre, Renee Murray, Nessa Harvey, Te Atawhai King, Pam Purdie, Ashleigh Anderson, Rebecca 
Henry, Tracey Howden, Deena Noa, Rebecca Eparaima, Te Paea Ngatai, Felicity George, Steph Peebles, 
Alexandrea Halkett-Rangitutia, Holly Davis, Ngahuia Hona-Paku, Bonnie Collins, Maidie MacPherson, 
Cyreen Newton, Thyla Taitimu. (20 in total) 
 
Level 3 
Wakahuia Haimona, Naina Dargie, Te Waikamihi Korohina-Ormsby, Te Rau Pou, Rebecca Skipwith. (5 in 
total) 
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WELCOME TO TAIYUAN  
Taiyuan No2 Foreign Language School Visit – 25 July to 14 August 2011 
On Monday, 25 July 2011, we welcomed 39 students and 12 teachers from Taiyuan, China.  They are based at school 
for three weeks, learning about Rotorua and its culture and New Zealand, while practicing their English. 
 
They are being homestayed by students, staff and friends of the school community and will be visiting various tourist 
attractions such as Waiotapu Thermal Wonderland, Huka Falls, Taupo, Mount Maunganui, Hamourana, Okere Falls, 
Te Puia, Rotorua Museum, Government Gardens, Kuirau Park, Skyline Skyrides, Agrodome and other places of 
interest.  
 
This annual exchange has been running for ten years and was celebrated at a presentation ceremony with Councillor 
Maureen Waaka at the Rotorua District Council on Thursday, 28 July 2011. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACROSS THE DEPUTY PRINCIPALS’ DESKS 
Term 3 Uniform  
We remind students and families that black stockings and black shoes are to be worn with the uniform during this 
term.  Boots are not part of the uniform. 
 
Cellphones �
A reminder that cellphones must be switched off and out of sight during class time and that you bring electronic 
devices to school at your own risk. 
 
School Sports / Cultural Photographs 
These will be taken next Wednesday, 10 August 2011in the school hall.  Photos cost $12.  Students will need to see 
Mrs Lee to collect a photo order envelope which will be issued prior to the photo day.   These envelopes and the 
collect money must be brought to the school on the photo day to be included in the school order.  Parents / caregivers 
may place their own order individually, if they wish to do so, by mailing a completed envelope and money to the 
address given on the back of the envelope.   Any enquiries please contact Mrs Ngaire Lee, the Sports Co-ordinator. 

Celebrating 10 Years Sister School Exchange 
Between Taiyuan No 2 Foreign Language School and 

Rotorua Girls High School 
 

From left to right   Tian Huijuan (Rachel), Shi 
Guangmin (Ferdinand), Ji Hui (Jossy) Tour Leader, 

Annette Joyce (RGHS Principal), Wu Yongqiang  
(Robin) and Zhang Xiaoyan (Lisa) 

Staff and students from Taiyuan No2 Foreign 
Language School 
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Year 11 and 12 Study Days 
On Tuesday, 16 August 2011, all Year 11 students will be on study leave and on Wednesday, 17 August 2011, all 
Year 12 students will be on study leave for September Senior Examinations.  During these two days, we are running 
Year 8 Open Days for students from our contributing intermediate schools.  Year 13 students are involved in the 
open days on these two days. 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
Welcome to New International Exchange Students: 

·  Mareike Leug, a Year 12 exchange student form Germany who will be with us for the next seven weeks. 
·  Meng-Wen (Milly) Tsai, a Year 12 exchange student from Taiwan with us for one year. 
·  Mone Isoda, a Year 11 exchange student from Japan, also with us for one year. 
·  Clea Maricourt , a Year 9 student visiting for three months from France  
·  Elina Auramo, a Year 12 student from Finland who is here for three months. 

 
Billets Needed for New Caledonian School Visit 
As part of the on-going exchanges with high schools in New Caledonia, Rotorua Girls’ High School is hosting 
twenty female French high school students from Collége du Bourail this month.  We are looking for twenty families 
to billet the students for two days. 
 
The group arrives on Tuesday, 23 August and departs on Wednesday, 24 August 2011. 
 
If you are able to billet a New Caledonian high school student for the two days, please contact Mrs Raewyn 
Krammer  – Deputy Principal of International Students by Friday, 12 August 2011. 
 
 

CURRICULUM GUIDE 
The Curriculum Guide with option Forms will be given out to the students on Tuesday 9 August 2011. This applies 
for all Year 9, 10, 11 and 12 students. 
 
The Option Evening will be held on Thursday 18 August in the Arena from 5.30 to 7.30pm. The final day for option 
forms to be in to the Dean is Wednesday 31 August. 
 

 
RUGBY WORLD CUP 2011 
Rotorua Girls’ High School is going to be involved in several activities leading up to and during the Rugby World 
Cup 2011. As a school we are adopting Namibia.  
 
The junior school will be studying, in every Social Studies class: the History of the RWC, the Impacts this year’s 
event will have on NZ and Namibia’s culture and geography. There will be competitions, mufti day etc in upcoming 
weeks but the most exciting event is that we are taking all interested students to the RWC2011 game at the 
International Stadium on Wednesday, 14 September – Namibia vs Samoa. It is very important that you read the letter 
that your daughter will bring home and pay $15 to the school’s accounts office and return the permission slip by 
3.30pm Friday, August. There is no opportunity for this to be paid any later than this. 
 
Also, on Wednesday 10 August, the RWC Ambassadors Tour will visit Rotorua Girls’ High School with ex All Black 
Inga Tuigamala coming to speak to students.  Rotorua Girls’ High School will host this event for rugby players from  
Rotorua Boys’ High School, Western Heights High School, Rotorua Lakes High School, John Paul College and 
Rotorua Girls’ High School. 
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2010 ASH – YEAR 10 SNAPSHOT SMOKING SURVEY 
Each year RGHS participates in the ASH Year 10 survey. It is with great please to be able to say that our smoking 
rates for Year 10 students have come down again this year.  
 
Results were:      RGHS  National 
Students who have never smoked    41.72%  64.3% 
Students who have tried but don’t smoke now  40.15%  20.1% 
Students who smoke daily    6.29%  5.5% 
Students who smoke monthly or more often  11.81%  10.0% 
 
Over the last 11 years our statistics show that students who smoked daily has gone from 21% to 6.29% and those that 
smoked regularly from 39% to 11.81%. 
 
The worrying trend for New Zealand is that Maori students who still smoke daily are at 18%. We need to make sure 
that our young Maori students do not get into this habit. Rotorua Girls’ High School is a smoke free school and we are 
very proud of this. Let us all help our young women make the right choice regarding smoking.  
 
 
YEAR 9 AND YEAR 10 END OF YEAR EOTC PROGRAMME 
A reminder that all Year 9 and 10 students need to have their names down for an activity with Mrs Anderson. 
Students who do not have the booklet or the letter are to collect these from the main office or their House dean. 
 
Deposits are indicated in the letter and the booklet. This is for payment and bookings for  the specific activities. 
Any queries phone or contact Di Donnelly -Deputy Principal. 
  
Programme Duration Types of activities Cost ($) Deposit ($) 
 H2Go 
 

3 days ·  White water rafting 
·  Surfing 
·  Waka ama 

250 80 

Art Sculpture 
 

3 days ·  Design 
·  Drawing 
·  Photography 

50 20 

Tu – it!  3 days ·  Tikanga on marae 
·  Luging 
·  Waka ama 
·  Te Puia night 

120 40 

Galloping Gannets 
 

4 days ·  Staying in Napier 
·  Bike ride along coast 
·  Visit Gannet Colony 
·  Splash planet 
·  National aquarium 

290 80 

Master Chef 
 

3 days ·  Cooking in a team 
·  Making an apron 
·  Tasting quiz 

50 20 

Goffa Team 
 

 3 days ·  Painting around the school 
·  Woodwork/ cleaning 
·  Gardening  

15 5 

Fashion, Hair and Nails 
 

3 days ·  Hair dressing 
·  Nails made up 
·  How to make the most of yourself 

35 15 

Ohope 
 

3 days ·  Surf school  Kayaking 
·  Orienteering  Beach sports 

140 50 
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Programme Duration Types of activities Cost ($) Deposit ($) 
Wacky Wellington 
 

5 days 
Tuesday to 
Saturday  

·  Te Papa  Bee Hive 
·  Picton /aquarium Shopping 

390 150 

Community Service 
 

3 days ·  SPCA 
·  Paradise Valley 

35 10 

Junior Volleyball 5 days Team to be confirmed   
Sportacular 
 

3 days ·  Tennis Coaching 
·  Trampolining 
·  Swimming 
·  Mountain Biking 
·  Zumba 

35 10 

 
  
IYE STUDENT – TRINE SORENSEN 
Trine commenced her farewell address with a greeting and thanks in her first language – Danish.  She then admitted 
that as she walked onto the plane to leave Denmark and her home comforts, she asked herself: “Why am I doing this?, 
but then decided she was ready for it and that she was determined to make the absolute best of her year in New 
Zealand”.  And without a doubt she has done that. 
 
Trine than spoke of her arrival at Auckland Airport at 10.55pm on 23 July 2010 and her concern that because she had 
some Danish Chocolate in her bags, she might not get that all important Visa stamp in her passport.  However, her 
cheery smile and great personality obviously won over the Immigration and Customs Officials because she suddenly 
found herself out in the terminal. 
 
Terribly tired after an almost non-stop journey from Copenhagen via Singapore at New Zealand, at first she did not 
see her greeters, was wondering who was there to meet her, and if she would need to find a hotel for the night.  Within 
a minute or so, having walked right past them, she found Tony and Marlene Baker and was soon on the way to 
Rotorua and bed in preparation for the next day’s luncheon and introduction to Rotary President Richard Price and 
Bob and Katrina Allison  her home hosts. 
 
Then it was to school.  That was a scary prospect for a Danish girl used to co-educational schools, wearing a uniform 
for the first time in her life and attending Rotorua Girls’ High School as well.  But it did not take too long to realize 
the value of the uniform and the unique and valuable differences in culture and education to be gained at a girls’ 
school.  She is now a strong fan of both. 
 
Trine had an amazing year in Rotorua and New Zealand.  She experienced living with four host families, her 
adventures in Rotorua – mountain biking, tramping, sheep shearing, bungee jumping, as well as the South Island and 
North Island Tours and many other adventures culminating with a sky dive here in Rotorua on Tuesday 21 June 2011. 
She absolutely loved the New Zealand scenery and people. “ It’s so different to the flat vistas of Denmark (high point 
147m) - it’s just amazing.  The people are so open and friendly, Girls High especially, for choosing me as a member 
of the 1st Fifteen Rugby Team that was placed second in the Baywide Competition.  I played #5 (lock) and got 
encouragement from Sir Colin Meads at District Conference”. 
 
Trine concluded her address by commenting: “My exchange year in amazing New Zealand has been the best 
experience ever!  I have now got friends for life and all-over the world.  I am so lucky, thank you and thank you 
Rotary Rotorua and Rotary International for giving me this opportunity.  I am just so lucky thanks heaps.” 
 
 
HEALTH COUNCIL – 40 HOUR FAMINE 
From 27 May to 29 May, Rotorua Girls’ High School students took part in the 40 Hour Famine for people living in 
poverty in Timor Leste (East Timor).  Thank you to everyone who participated in the famine and to everyone who 
returned their books and money.  Participation certificates have been awarded to those people.  Money raised came to 
$2678.30.00.   
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Congratulations to the following top 10 fundraisers who received Achievement Certificates and a wrist band in 
recognition of the awesome effort to raise money for others less fortunate then ourselves - 1. Trine Sorensen $255 
Rukuwai, 2. Katherine Badcock $155 Rukuwai, 3. Mona Raj $150 Rangiuru 4. Jennifer Bell $120 Rangiuru, 5.  
Samantha Moore, Rangiuru, 6 Emma Lee Nicholls $97.50 Karenga, 7. Sorrento Bockman $90 Karenga, 8. Grace 
Bassett $86 Rangiuru, 9 =  Lauren Buckley $80 Karenga, Joan Tukiwaho Rangiuru $80, Sandra Gubb, 
Rukuwai,10. Kate Muller  $75 Rangiuru.   
 
Not only did Rangiuru have five of the top ten fundraisers, but they also collected the most money overall as a House 
raising $922.50, followed by Rukuwai $693.40, Hinemoa $581.80 and Karenga $405.70.  Houses gained one House 
point for every $20 raised and these points will count towards the end of year House competition.  House points 
Rangiuru = 46, Rukuwai = 34, Karenga = 20, Hinemoa = 29.  The rest of the money raised was done so by Health 
council students who held a cake stall with products made with Weetbix that had been donated and also by holding a 
teacher’s car wash, so thank you to all members of the Health Council for their hard work.   
 
 
BALL FUNDRAISER 
During the second week of the schools holidays Year 13 students and staff  members, Tina Sutherland and Felicity 
Kaiwai , ran a very successful holiday programme for children from our community at Rotorua Girls High School.  
This programme was a Ball Fundraiser.   
 
Thanks to Sandy and Kate Bird  for the letter below: 
“My daughter Kate is 10 years old.  She attended the holiday programme at Rotorua Girls High School n the Tuesday 
of the second week of the school holidays.  She had a FANTASTIC time, reluctantly coming home at knock off time!! 
She was desperate to come back the next day.  (Unfortunately, we were going away for the rest of the week.)  
 
I would just like to say as Kate’s mum and on behalf of Kate, a huge thank you to the girls who ran the programme.  
Kate had an awesome time doing all of the activities set out for her and the other children.  Kate thought the girls 
were “really nice, fun and funny!”  So again a big thank you and well done to your girls.  We know for next time 
(hoping there is a programme next holidays) to spend all three days at the programme.” 
 
 
FACULTY NEWS  
English 
RGHS School Speech Competition 2011 
Students at all levels in Term Two and this term have been delivering speeches in their English classes and many have 
been selected to present their class in the school speech semi-finals. The speech semi-finals are held in the Sheila 
Peacocke Library and start in the afternoons of Wednesday, 3 August with the Year 9 students, Thursday, 4 August 
2011 with the Year 10 students, Friday, 5 August with the Year 11 students and finally conclude on Monday, 8 
August 2011 with the Year 12 students.  
 
The RGHS Annual Speech Final Competition will be held on Wednesday, 10 August 2011 at 7pm in the Sheila 
Peacocke School Library. Our illustrious judges for the competition are Mrs Annette Joyce (Principal), Mrs 
Aramoana Mohi-Maxwell  (Deputy Principal – Karenga) and Mrs Margaret Stokes (JPC). All are welcome to 
attend. 
 
RGHS VS RBHS Great Debates 2011 
Our annual Great Debates will be held on Thursday, 1 September 2011 at RBHS starting at 6pm. Our debating 
teams from Year 9 to 13 are in the process of researching their moot in order to prepare a persuasive and strong 
argument but also to ensure their delivery is sharp. 
 
RGHS Magazine Committee 2011 
It is that time of year again, if you are a budding journalist or photographer or interested in helping Mrs Samvelyan 
and Miss Smith this year; please see them in E7 or G2.  
 
 
English Faculty News continues on page 17 
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Food Technology 
Over the year 2011 to date I have worked to improve the academic standard of the Food Technology department, by 
developing a year 13 course which will incorporate sufficient Technology achievement standards to allow senior 
students to use this subject for university entrance.   
 
There have been quite a few changes in the Technology curriculum over recent times.  New units of work have been 
introduced and others updated.  For example, in the Year 11 course we are now offering more Technology 
achievement units (as opposed to Home and Life Sciences), than have been offered in previous years.   
 
The curriculum for the juniors has also been updated.  In addition to reviewing the curriculum I have also aimed at 
encouraging excellence in the culinary arts (creativity) by running a “Delicious Desserts” competition, open to all 
students in the school not just Food Technology students.   
 
As there is a particular passion for the practical side of this subject I have encouraged students to take part in an 
external, national competition ran by the Hospitality Standards Institute.  We are currently awaiting this competition 
to close, and are obviously hoping for a good placement. 
 
During June the Food Technology Department ran a Delicious Dessert Competition 
which was open to all students in the school. The brief asked students to enter a dessert 
which contained at least one fruit, and was divided into senior and junior student 
groups.   
 
Krystal Williams  and Horiana Clarkin , both Year 12 students were joint first in the 
senior section with their combined effort (Banoffee Pie).  Hyunuk Shin (Year 13) was 
runner up with a fruit tart, making the flaky pastry herself, which is not easy.  In the 
junior section Shyanne McPhee (Year 9) was first with her frozen chocolate layer cake, 
and Lise-Ann Barrow second (Year 10).   
 
Thank you to the Art Department, who were also judges on taste and presentation. The students received their prizes 
in assembly.    Well done and thank you to all students who took part.  I hope to see you all taking part again next 
year.            -  Wendy Baines – Food Technology Teacher 
 
Photos of some desserts from the competition 
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Fashion and Design 
We give every junior student the opportunity to gain excellence and achieve to the best of their ability in Fashion and 
Design.  All Year 9 students do a ten week rotation where they are given the same booklet to work through during this  
time. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Year 10 students are given a new and exciting unit of work to complete each term. All of the more able junior students 
are given extension work either in or out of the classroom. They are also encouraged to participate in co-curricular 
competitions to further their skills and knowledge.  
 
Aims of academic excellence in Fashion Design for juniors includes things such as, students building on prior 
knowledge to support their understanding and learn how to - effectively describe design ideas, evaluate design ideas, 
select materials based on their final outcomes. Produce an outcome that addresses the brief and how to evaluate their 
final outcome against all the key attributes to determine how well it meets the need or opportunity.  
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English Faculty News continues from page 13 
 
Rotary Speech Competition 2011 
The topic for this year’s speech competition to be held Monday, 29 August 2011 at Sudima Hotel at 6.30pm is 
Lawyers are nothing but ambulance chasers. Our school representative this year is Tessa Morgan our Academic 
Captain. The standard of entrants in recent years has been high and the Rotary Club of Rotorua is proud to support 
and promote Rotorua youth in this endeavour. We wish Tessa the best of luck. 
 
NCEA Assessment Results 
Congratulations to the following students for gaining Merits and Excellences in the following standards: 
 
Year 11 English: AS1.11- Close Viewing – 3 credits 
Excellence:  Kim Mizziana Paras, Arielle Hepi, Asaaria Tauiliili , Hazel Villaranda 
Merit:   Rebekah Pratt, Kaela Hunia, Valencia Herbert 
 
Year 11 English – AS 1.4 – Creative Writing – 3 credits 
Excellence:  Megan Winters 
 
Year 12 English – AS 2.7 – Deliver a speech in a formal situation – 3 credits 
Excellence:  Vanessa Barclay, Laleyna Vail  Merit –   Ramari Foster  
 
Year 12 Media Studies AS 2.5- Close Read Narrative Conventions – 3 credits 
Merit:   Hannah Teipo, Nicole Tildesley, Wanda Stellingwerf, Ramari Rakuraku-Foster 
 
Year 12 Speech 2.7 
Excellence:  Jody Lickfold, Riley Gilbert Burne 
Merit:   Magenta Mudgway, Aimee Smith, Leah Harper 
 
 
Humanities  
At the end of Term 2 we farewelled Mrs Caroline Newton who left school to have her second baby and be a fulltime 
mum. Caroline taught Pyschology, Sociology, Classics and Social Studies in her time at RGHS and her calm 
demeanour, sense of humour and caring spirit will be missed by students and faculty alike. We also bid adieu to 
Jacqui Tyrrell  who had been HOF of Humanities and Geography teacher extraordinaire since 2008. Jacqui has 
moved to Whangarei where she takes on a new challenge of being Assistant Principal of Kamo College. We will miss 
Jacqui’s wise leadership and passion for education but it is safe to say that each member of the Humanities Faculty 
learnt a lot from her as a mentor and friend.  
 
On a happier note, we welcome Jo Vari back to teach Classics. Jo spent two terms here last year and has a wealth of 
knowledge in the History and Classics areas. Also, Paddy Cass, from Trident High School who will take over 
Jacqui’s Geography classes and add a young male point of view to our team!  We continue to have a great team here 
in the Humanities Faculty of RGHS and look forward to a productive and academically successful fun Term 3. 
 
History 
On Thursday, 30 June, a van load of Year 13 History students travelled to Auckland University for three lectures on 
their course. We left at 6.30am and arrived back at 6.45pm. The students enjoyed all three lectures and most took 
copious notes. Now they know what to expect next year!  Some retail therapy was also enjoyed. Once again, the 
experience was well worth the long day’s trip. 
 
Congratulations to the following History students: 
Sharelle Abbott for achieving Excellence in AS91001 and Excellence in AS91002 
Alysha Carlin for achieving Merit in AS91001 and Merit in AS91002 
Emylie Dulon Barre for achieving Merit in AS91001 and Merit in AS91002 
Jenny Foggin for achieving Excellence in AS91001 and Merit in AS91002  
Hannah Francis for achieving Merit in AS91001 and Merit in AS91002 
Sam Grace for achieving Excellence in AS91001 and Excellence in AS91002 
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Toni Katipa  for achieving Merit in AS91001 and Merit in AS91002 
Anna Purdie for achieving Excellence in AS91001 and Merit in AS91002 
Erika Widsten for achieving Excellence in AS91001 and Merit in AS91002 
Grace Williams for achieving Merit in AS91001  
Megan Winter for achieving Excellence in AS91001 

 
Social Studies 
This year New Zealand hosts the Rugby World Cup and in conjunction with this, the junior Social Studies classes will 
be studying three aspects of this occasion. At the beginning of Term 3 all Yr9 and Yr10 students will study: 

·  The history of the Rugby World Cup 
·  Namibia’s culture and geography 
·  The impacts of the RWC2011 to New Zealand 

 
Students will complete an assignment for this unit and have the opportunity to attend the Namibia vs Samoa game on 
Wednesday, 14 September. (More details to follow in Term 3). 
 
 
Marautanga 
Department of International Languages 
German 
To celebrate the end of the German language rotation end of term 2 RG1 carried out a project which was 
both creative, eductional and fun: in 40 minutes the groups had to assemble a Schwarzwälder Kirschtorte 
(Black Forest Cherry Cake) as creatively as possible. After the groups’ evaluation the students took great 
delight in eating their creations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 
To celebrate the end of a long term and to wish Frau Grimm ‘Gute Reise’ Year 10 
and 11 German created Schwarzwälder Kirschtorte (Black Forest Cherry Cake) end 
of week 10.  The students had researched the background and origin of the cake, 
plus recipe language in German.  The challenge for the 4 groups was to come up 
with an original decoration of the finished product. As the photo shows all 4 were 
most original. 
 
Back Row:  Sorrento Bockman, Anna Purdie, Jessica Wilson, Jodie 
Clapperton, Sophie Francis, Nirlap Mann, Keely Elder, Dayna Sione, Makayla 
Law, Grace Williams, Hannah Francis, Eden Donnovan 
 
Middle Row:  Annalise Hannah, Nirlap Mann, Jackie-Lee Loffley-Wilson, 
Nicole Bow, Alisher Morgan, Tina Hemsley 
 
Front row: Mikayla Law  
 
 

Georgia Moberly and Sydnee 
Murray 

Kerenapu Winiata-Katting,  
Fionnuala Wright  and Anahera Parata 

Victoria Thompson, Georgia 
Moberly and Sydnee Murray 
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International Vocabulary Championship 
This year ‘the Language Olympics’ have been renamed; however, the competition is still the same: from 9th till 16th 
September schools around the world will compete against each other to see who can learn the most words in 7 days. 
The languages available are Chinese, French, German, Greek, Japanese, Italian, Indonesian, Latin, Spanish, Russian 
and Te Reo. 
 
All RGHS students who subscribe to Language Perfect this year are automatically entered in the competition, no cost. 
In addition we have been granted 60 free entries so RG1, RA1 and some interested students from RG3 have been 
signed up.  Log-in: rghs + first name + surname  Password: first name.  Any other students who wish to participate 
should see Frau G as soon as possible to sign up. 
 
Japanese 
We enjoyed some activities to celebrate the Japanese Star Festival on 7 July.  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tanabata is a star festival which originally came from China. The Milky Way separated the lovers Orihime 
(Vega) and Hikoboshi (Altair) and they are allowed to meet only once in a year on the seventh day of the 
seventh month, which is 7 July. The Year10 and Year 11 students in the Japanese class celebrated the day 
and made their wishes on the bamboo tree.  
 
 
Mathematics 
MathsBuddy Maths Support Years 9 to 12 
IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS IN MATHEMATICS – online Maths tutoring programme being trialed at school. 
The Staff of Rotorua Girls’ High School would like to announce a fabulous new initiative just introduced into our 
mathematics teaching programme.  
www.MathsBuddy.co.nz  is a high quality, independent online Maths tutoring programme based on New Zealand 
curricula. 
Some of the features that this program has are: 

·  More than 150 full lessons relevant to your child’s school maths programme each covering a separate 
concept, with a virtual tutor and numerous examples of varying difficulty. Every lesson has a pause and 
rewind facility to help students grasp concepts at their own pace. 

·  Every lesson has an accompanying printable summary and worksheet to consolidate the concept, with full 
worked solutions provided also. 

·  A student’s ongoing use and progress in the program is stored for theirs and their teacher’s perusal at any 
time. 

·  The program can be accessed from any internet ready site, not just at school. 



   20 
·  The entire Level 1 to Level 8 New Zealand Mathematics Curriculum is available to every student, not just 

their particular year group or course. 
·  Parents can receive automatic weekly reports on their child’s programme use and Mathematical progress. 

 
We recognize that there is a need for regular one to one (or private) tuition for all of our students. It is impossible for a 
teacher to supply this need in the regular teaching programme, which normally allows for a period of less than one 
hour to meet the needs of 25 or more students on a daily basis. 
 
This program is not intended to replace the wonderful work that our mathematics teaching staff already do, but to be 
used as a support/supplement to the classroom teaching/learning experience. 
 
All students should, by now, have been issued with their unique logins and passwords and should be familiar with the 
workings of the programme.  
 
 
The school is running a free trial for the next six weeks and after that girls can buy access to the program until the end 
of the year for only $15. Please pay the $15 to the accounts office by the end of week 4, term III. i.e. by Friday 26 
August 2011. If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact Ms Adams at hadams@rghs.school.nz 
 
 
This Month’s High Achievers 
Congratulations to the following girls for achieving Merit or Excellence grades in the following NCEA internal 
assessment tasks: 
 
Level 1 - Apply numeric reasoning when solving problems 
Merit: Kendyl Cassidy, Sarah Fitton, Nicole Lowe, Alysha Carlin, Kim Mizziana Paras, Greer Murray .  
 
Physical Education / Health / Dance / Music 
Year 10 Health – Sexuality Unit 
All Year 10 Health students will be bringing home a letter regarding Term Three’s unit of work on Sexuality.  Please 
ensure that you ask your daughter for this letter as you may wish to withdraw her from parts of the unit.  Topics being 
covered include – sexuality, relationships, conception, contraception, sexually transmissible infections and problem 
solving.  (Carolyn Katu  – HOF PE) 
 
Year 12 Health 
Congratulations to the following students for achieving with Merit and Excellence in the recent Achievement 
Standard 2.3, Develop, describe, implement and evaluate a plan of action to enhance hauora/well-being.  Excellence: 
Alice Janssen, Kathleen Kelly, Derrin Whata, Merit: Kerry Anderson, Emma Campbell, Bonnie Collins, Muri-
Aroha Kingi, Emma-Lee Nicholls (Tui McCaull  – TIC 12 Health) 
 
 
Year 12 Adventure Tourism 
The Year 12 ADV class has been hampered by all this 
stormy weather, which has prevented us from completing our 
unit on Rock Climbing and Abseiling as it has been too wet 
to climb outside at Castle Rock.   
 
We have however, done one Mountain Bike ride in the 
Waipa forest which resulted in not one, but two punctures.  
What a great learning opportunity for students to put their 
puncture repair knowledge into practice.  Thanks to Mark 
(Cabin) Leishman and Craig Pattle for assisting us with 
this unit. 
 
 
 

Some of the 12 ADV students in the Waipa Forest  – 
Brooke Thompson, Holly Davis, Ashley Mountfort 

and Emma-Lee Nicholls 
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Year 13 Health 
A huge congratulations to the following students for achieving with Excellence in Achievement Standard 3.3, Explain 
a Range of Health Practices currently used in NZ as related to Breast Cancer – Teneal Peacock and Jade Littler . 
The following students achieved their target of Merit for Achievement Standard 3.1, Resiliency.  Congratulations to – 
Chelsea Baxter, Whaiatua Eparaima, Ali Hayes, Jade Littler, Teneal Peacock and Katie Rowland.  
The next two topics covered is 3.5 Health Promotion and Well-being, and 3.4 Ethics and Dilemmas as related to 
access to infertility.  Students will be sitting mock examinations in the prelim exams on 15 September in preparation 
for the actual external examination on 22 November.  (Di Donnelly – TIC 13 Health) 
 
Year 11 Physical Education 
Year 11 Physical Education has a busy term coming up. They will be teaching Malfroy primary school children. The 
achievement standard which they will be assessed against is - developing interpersonal skills and describe their effects 
on the functioning of a group. Next is a hockey unit in which the students will demonstrate and examine their quality 
of movement. This will be assessed during an interclass tournament in exam time. Lastly the students will describe the 
media’s portrayal of women’s bodies. 
 
Dance  
The end of June brought along the Senior Dance Assessment evening with most students achieving pleasing results or 
being able to have a reassessment at a later opportunity.  The turnout was not as good this year, but on a positive note 
the following students received Merits and Excellences from this evening and I am extremely proud of each and every 
one of them.  
 
Achievement Standard 1.3 – Year 11 Dance performed a group choreographed dance work called “Different Styles”. 
Excellence: Kirsten Plowman, Anna Wilson, Aleisha Mitchell, Mikayla Law 
Merit:   Kelsey Brown, Arielle Hepi, Dora Remmerswaal, Tatiana Te Kowhai 
 
Achievement Standard 2.4 –Year 12 Dance - “Burlesque” 
Excellence: Freya Hohneck, Casey Smith 
Merit:  Ngahuia Hona-Paku, Te Paea Ngatai 
 
Achievement Standard 3.3 – Year 13 Dance – “Burlesque” 
Excellence: Chelsea Baxter, Geraldine Swart, Deniz Ozdemir 
Merit:  Sina Petersen, Bianca Sorenson 
 
I encourage all students to take every opportunity offered to them seriously.  Too often a lack of time management 
and organisation can lead to students ‘opting’ out of assessments that they feel are too hard. To be a good dancer, you 
must be good at performing and choreographing.  Dance with your hearts (Mrs Jane Trask – TIC Music). 
 
Music News 
The end of Term Two was a busy time in the Music Department with senior students all having solo and group 
performances assessed for NCEA levels 1-3 . The second part of these assessments will be held at 4pm in A7 during 
Week Nine Term Three. The girls need to make sure they have their performance dates recorded in their diaries. Year 
11’s will perform on Monday 26 September, Year 12’s Wednesday 28 and Year 13’s Thursday 29 September.  
 
We have so many talented girls at Rotorua Girls’ High School that we have decided to run a ‘RGHS has Talent’ 
Competition.  The finals will be held on Thursday, 11 August at 6pm the school hall. I’m sure it will be an event to 
remember. 
 
During Term Three, the Music Block will be available to senior students on Mondays after school till 4:30pm for 
them to finish off work, compositions and practise for their up coming performances. I would encourage students to 
make use of this time as this term is going to be a busy one. Karen Huston (Acting teacher in charge of Music). 
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SPORTS NEWS 
Rugby 
On Wednesday 14 July, Rotorua Girls High hosted the 2011 Bay of Plenty Secondary School Rugby Finals Day. Six 
teams from the Bay competition came to play-off for ranking.  
 
Taupo-Nui-a-Tia were beaten by Trident High School in the play-off for 5th and 6th, Western Heights was beaten by 
Opotiki for the play-off for 3rd and 4th and RGHS went down to Whakatane in the final. 
 
RGHS was ranked 3rd in 2010 so to be unbeaten by all but one team this year, and to come second in the Bay of Plenty 
was a fantastic accomplishment.  
 
A huge congratulations should go to the team who have been such a bonded unit, and also to Charlie who organised 
the finals day and has been an awesome coach throughout the season.  
 
By the time this newsletter is published the Secondary Bay Girls Rugby team will have been chosen, eight players 
from RGHS were nominated to trial, so the next newsletter will have results. But for now, WELL DONE RGHS 1ST 
XV!!!         -  Mrs Haley  Hodge (1st XV Manager) 
 
Hamilton Girls Exchange  
This also was held recently but a very different outcome to Gisborne with Rotorua not being successful in any sport – 
but there were some very close games.  Fair play awards went to – Junior Netball – Zeta Howden, Prem 1 Netball – 
Te Awa Gerrard-Nicholas, Junior Basketball – Moerangi Vercoe, Senior Basketball – Carina Stanley, Football – 
Tessa Morgan and Hockey 1st X1 – Sam Kiff and 2nd X1 Rashpinder Mann. 
 
One more exchange to go with Tauranga Girls early next term. 
 
Gisborne Girls’ Exchange 
The annual exchange with Gisborne Girls’ High School was held recently with Rotorua Girls’ claiming success 
overall.  Rotorua won the Volleyball 25 =- 18, 25-15, 17 – 15 with the Fair Play Award going to Pamela Purdie. In 
the Basketball we were the winners 77- 34 with Carina Stanley for Fair Play, Netball once again we won 43 – 32 
with Tawari Vercoe getting the Fair Play but in the Football we suffered a loss and Fair play went to Anneka Voss 
and the debating had a loss and Sally Lee was the Fair Play winner there.  A successful trip. 
 
Basketball 
We congratulate both our Junior A and Senior A teams who have both recently taken out the Bay of Plenty titles – in 
both cases defeating Tauranga Girls in their finals.  In the Junior games the girls had some convincing wins and then 
in their final they won by 6 points – Members of the Junior Team are – Moerangi Vercoe, Mahinaarangi Vercoe, 
Natalie Delamere, Jai Herbig, Samantha Scowen, Shontayia Te Riini, Taylar Jacobs, Georgia Grace, Te Awa 
Gerrrard-Nicholas, Nyxon Stafford. 
 
In the Senior competition the girls had a first up convincing win against Otumoetai, and defeated Mt. Maunganuui 
College then in their game against Tauranga had to come from behind to emerge the victors by 6 points.  Members of 
the Senior A Team are – Pam Purdie, Carina Stanley, Shannon-Maria Wiringi, Brooke Wiringi, Emma-Lee 
Nicholls, Te Kirikauri Pene, Aneia Whakaari, Sharnese Tutara, Crystal Walters, Dayna McGregor and 
Moerangi Vercoe. 
 
Rockclimbing 
 We had five girls take part in the Bay of Plenty Rock Climbing Championships held at Rotorua recently – all girls 
tried their very best but did not gain any medal placings.  Team members were – Sylvia Matthew, Jodie Clapperton, 
Emma Middleton, Sorrento Bockman-Rurehe and Muri Kingi .  We hope these girls will continue following this 
sport and look forward to next year’s competition. 
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Badminton 
We had two teams qualify for the Bay of Plenty Badminton Finals and both teams performed exceptionally well. The 
No. 1 Team came away with the Gold Medals – and these team members were – Sarah Verran, Kirsten Broad, 
Baylie Gard and Anneka Voss while the No. 2 Team finished in 3rd place in their division - these team members 
were – Sally Lee, Shannon-Maria Wiringi, Hannah Brons and Erika Widsten. 
 
Equestrian 
The Equestrian Team is made up of Cerys Tarr, our 
honorary rider from RBHS Alex Muir, Holly Davis, Taylor 
Curtis  and Beth Gatens.     
 
They entered in all school wide competitions and gained 
personal best results.  As a team, the power of schools with 
larger teams, such as Tauranga Girls and Western Heights 
High School, were always strong competition.  However, our 
girls began to work as a team and enjoyed some very 
enjoyable, well run events. 
 
Cerys Tarr rode in the NZPC Horse Trials Championships 
as part of the Timberlands team, gaining a certificate and 
badge for Achievement.  
 
We are looking forward to the new season and providing 
some stiff competition. 
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES  
3 – 5 August pm each afternoon Speech Semi Finals in Library for Year 9, 10 and 11 
8 August pm Speech Semi Finals in Library for Year 12 
8 – 12 August Maths Week 

8 August Asia Wise Competition begins 
9 August BOP Gymnastic Champs, Curriculum Guide and Option Sheets out;  RGHS Student 

Ambassadors Visit to Mokoia School 
10 August Sports / Cultural Photos; 7pm School Speech Finals in the library 
11 August Tauranga Girls’ College Exchange at Rotorua; RGHS Student Ambassadors Visit to 

Kaitao Middle School;  pm – Mathsmind School Competition 
11 – 12 August Year 11 Hairdressing (Group 2) at House of Elliot 
13 August Taiyuan No 2 Foreign Language School depart 
14 August NZSS Duathlon Champs 
15 August PTA Meeting in staffroom 
16 August Year 11 Study Day; Open Day for Year 8 students from Rotorua Intermediate School; 

BOP Senior Table Tennis Champs, Maths ICAS Competition 
17 August Year 12 Study Day; BOP Indoor Netball; Open Day for Year 8 students from Mokoia, 

Kaitao and all other contributing schools 
18 August Year 10 – 12 Wearable Arts; pm Mathsmind Final;  5.30pm – 7.30pm Option 

Evening in the ARENA 
18 – 19 August Year 11 Hairdressing (Group 2) at House of Elliot; 

19 August Asia Wise Competition finishes;  Wearable Arts Evening Show 
20 August Wearable Arts Evening Show 
21 – 27 August Assembly Week, Environment Week and Winter Tournament Week 

22 August Year 13 History Field Trip 
23 – 24 August College du Bourail from New Caledonia here 
24 August Year 12 and 13 Tourism Field Trip;7.30pm – 7.00pm 2012 Parents Information 
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Evening 

25 – 26 August Year 11 Hairdressing (Group 2) at House of Elliot 
26 August Year 13 Health – Daffodil Day 

27 – 28 August NZSS Swimming Champs 
28 August – 3 Sept Business Week  
30 August Year 11 History Field Trip;  School Junior Badminton; 6.00pm Whanau Hui 
31 August NZSS Eley Shooting 
1 Sept Year 10 Market Day;  7pm Great Debates @ RBHS 
2 Sept Year 12 ADV Mountain Biking Assessment;  Year 11 and 12 JAP Museum Trip 
5 Sept Year 13 Tourism Field Trip 

6 Sept BOP Junior Badminton Champs;  Year 12 CHE Field Trip;  6.00pm Board of 
Trustees Meeting 

8 Sept Newsletter #7 delivered to students 
 
Ka Kite ano 
 

 

Annette Joyce 
Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2011 Rotorua Girls High School Open Days For Year 8 Students  
from 9.00am to 2.00pm  

 
Welcome in the Hall at 9.00am 

 
 Tuesday, 16 August:  Rotorua Intermediate School 
 
 Wednesday, 17 August: Mokoia Intermediate School, 
     Kaitao Middle School,  
     Rotorua Primary School,  
     Te Kura O Te Whakarewarewa 
     Country Schools 
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Ms Deb Martis, Careers Advisor; Mrs Kathy Edmonds, Careers Administrator 
Direct Dial: 3471726 ext 842  
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          HALLS OF  RESIDENCE APPLICATIONS  
YEAR 13 STUDENTS – have you thought about where you will 
be staying next year?  It’s time to start preparing your 
applications for Halls of Residence accommodation.  Many of 
these are available on line now, however some are available 
through the Careers Office.  In all Halls of Residence 
applications, you will need to download the Common 
Confidential Reference Form and bring this to the Careers 
Office for completion. 

 STUDYLINK PRESENTATION 
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SOME OF THE SCHOLARSHIPS CLOSING SOON … 
These take some time to prepare, so get started now … 
Russell McVeigh (Law)  -        11 August 
Auckland Uni Jubilee Award  -        2 September 
Victoria Uni Excellence Scholarships        See Careers  
Massey Uni High Achievers -        30 August 
     (Academic, Arts, Sports, Captains Club) 
Keystone scholarship (property-related degree) – 25 August 
For other scholarships – Look at university websites, google 

or www. allaboutfunding.org.nz usercode rghs; password 
scholarships for information on a wide range of scholarships) 
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SPREAD THE WORD 
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