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251 Old Taupo Road 
Rotorua    

Ph 348 0156; Fax 346 1269 
Email:  principal@rghs.school.nz 

 Thursday, 23 June 2011 
 
Kia ora koutou katoa 
 
The past five weeks has seen an incredible intensity of preparation as students prepared for Regional Stage Challenge, 
Te Arawa Regional Kapahaka Competition and our annual Production “Seussical – the Musical”.  As well, winter 
sports are in full swing with games being played virtually every day of the week. (Congratulations to our Rugby 1st 
XV on their 17-15 win against WHHS!)  Weekends and evenings have seen full car parks at school and the sounds of 
singing, dancing and haka throughout the school. (Outstanding performances from all!)  And we have had students 
and staff involved in a wide range of EOTC (Education Outside the Classroom) as well as many assessment activities.  
These events are all well documented in the newsletter and I congratulate each and every student who has been part of 
any of these many activities. 
 
Our Stage Challenge cast took on a hard task with their theme of Human Trafficking.  I was so impressed with their 
programme.  Whilst it did not have the “razzmatazz” and popular support of other entries, it will definitely be long 
remembered by those who were lucky enough to see it.  Sometimes it just isn’t all about winning! 
 
However, when it came to our Raukura Kapahaka Team it most definitely was.  From the first strains of “Hine E 
Hine” – their choral item – it was clear that our students were at a level all on their own.  Their performance was truly 
inspired.  I congratulate them all, and particularly their tutors Laurelle Tamati and Jamus Webster and supporting 
staff.  It is so lovely to have all the trophies they first won two years ago, back in the school. 
 
And this week we are in the midst of our production of “Seussical – the Musical”.  The five matinee performances 
will see over 2,000 primary and intermediate school students and teachers entertained in our recently completed 
Performing Arts Centre, while many hundreds more are being entertained at our six evening performances.  It is a 
very professional and polished performance that every student involved can be so proud of.  The quality of sound, 
lighting, makeup, dress, staging, dance, drama, singing and performance is truly exceptional, and I sincerely thank all 
the staff led by Director Anna Richardson (who is a Year 2 teacher in Drama), for all their efforts.  Don’t miss seeing 
it before it finishes this Saturday. (Evenings now all sold out as well). 
 
The Production was the first public performance in our Nina Hogan Performing Arts Centre, which will be officially 
opened during Term 3.  We now have a quality Performing Arts Centre that matches our ARENA Sporting Complex.  
These facilities place us at the forefront of New Zealand schools, and will enable our students to perform in all areas 
at higher and higher levels. Look out for new curriculum developments based around Performing Arts and Sports at 
Rotorua Girls High School from 2012. 
 
Our students are incredibly lucky with the facilities provided for them at Rotorua Girls’ High School – both inside and 
outside the classrooms.  And these are only surpassed by the commitment of our teachers.  This has been such a busy 
and long term, and the achievements of the students have been many.  I thank all my staff who have contributed to 
these results, and also all our parents and whanau who are supporting our girls in their quest for excellence. 
 
It has been a great term! 
 
With senior reports accompanying this newsletter, I look forward to seeing you at our Senior Report meetings next 
week.  These meetings are so important for your daughter so please make appointments.  
 
Finally, help us with attendance and dress by ensuring your daughter comes to school each day dressed correctly in 
her uniform.  If you have any problems or queries, don’t hesitate to contact me or my senior staff – together we will 
make a difference! 
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NEXT NEWSLETTER  - ISSUED TO STUDENTS TO BRING HOME  ON THURSDAY, 4 AUGUST 2011 

 
 
 
 CONGRATULATIONS TO 

·  the members of Raukura - Miri Ashby, Maata Heretaunga Butler, Ngahuia Hona-Paku, Te Atawhai 
King, Te Waikamihi Korohina, Maidie MacPherson, Atarangi Manley, Mamaeroa Merito, Ngamoe 
Morgan, Christine (Krisy) Morrison, Emily Murphy, T e Arumana Ngamotu, Taria Ngawhika, Te 
Ahorangi Paterson-Beazley, Rawinia Phillips-Smith, Te Rau Pou, Stevee Ray Raureti, Jayde Selwyn, 
Bianca Sorenson, Meriana Tamati, Georjah Tansey, Katrina Turu-Heretaunga  – who were placed First 
overall and also gained placings in non aggregate items in the 2011 Regional Te Arawa Kapa Haka 
Competition.  (see article later in this newsletter). 

·  the members of  Puhikura - Courtney-Anne Anderson, Chantay Beattie, Shaydean Campbell, Shardae 
Chase, Nadia (Raukohe) Church, Courtney Cook, Angela Devenport, Te Hirea Eketone-Whitu, Deanna 
Eparaima-Thyne, Melissa Goldsmith, Sarah Hakaraia, Stacey Hakaraia, Alexandra Harper, Zeta 
Howden, Hinearo Hull, Kaela Hunia, Tauoteawa Kingi, Haylee-Maree (Haylee) Marra, Rerewa 
Meha, Savannah Mohi, Emily Moke, Juanita Ned, Haromi Ngaheu, Tupou Niupalau, Aroha Oneroa, 
Tepumanawa-o-Rongomai Paora, Abi Parekura, Paris Pene-Tata, Roimaata Peta, Shyan Roberts, 
Tatiana Ruaiti, Jamie Ruki, Brenda Ruri, Nyxon Stafford, Ngapera Tamiana, Alesha-Del Tane, Malaea 
Taumanu, Maraea Te Papa, Nahiwi Te Pou, Dejana-Rae Temple, Heenipaea Tukiwaho, Joan-Maree 
Tukiwaho, Phoenix Walker, Shontel Webster, Delilah Whitu, Emma Winiata, Phoenix Winiata, 
Clarissa Winkleman, Tiriana Wiring  who were placed seventh overall the 2011 Regional Te Arawa Kapa 
Haka Competition.  (see article later in this newsletter). 

·  Vanessa Barclay (Year 12) and Nina Massonne (Y12) who have been selected to represent us on a German 
Exchange Programme.  They will spend six weeks during December 2011 and January 2012 in Germany, 
extending their German language skills and experiencing the German culture. 

·  Elizabeth Randle (Year 10) who is one of only two New Zealanders selected to compete in the Youth World 
Archery Competition in Poland during August. Truly magnificent. 

·  Katherine Badcock, Chelsea Baxter and Tessa Morgan for producing  radio adverts for More FM, The 
Edge and Rock for marketing the school. 

·  the Seussical Cast – for an outstanding Opening Night Performance.  Lots of laughter and fun. See next 
newsletter for further information and photographs. 

·  Head Girl, Katherine Badcock who was selected as the top Rotorua Secondary School Speech Maker 
recently in the Lions Speech Competition.  Katherine will represent the Rotorua Region at the Bay of Plenty 
Competition. 

·  Year 13 student Alisha Poipoi who leaves for her five week German PADD Scholarship shortly.  Alisha is 
one of three New Zealand students to be selected to spend five weeks in Germany. 

·  German teacher, Mrs Susan Grimm who is the sole New Zealand teacher selected to travel to Germany in 
July on a language scholarship. 

·  Drama teacher, Ms Anna Richardson who heads off to London in July with 19 other New Zealand teachers 
to attend a course at the Shakespeare Globe Theatre. 

·  Tawari Vercoe and Jay Law who were both selected in the New Zealand Aotearoa Under 19 Netball Team 
to travel to Australia recently.  Their team placed third behind New Zealand Secondary Schools and 
Australian Secondary Schools.  Special congratulations to Tawari  who had the top shooting statistics for the 
Aotearoa Team, and the second highest shooting statistics of all the New Zealand shooters – a great result! 

·  Academic Captain, Tessa Morgan, who heads off in July to a Global Young Leaders Conference in the USA. 
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NEW ENROLMENTS 
We welcome the following students who have enrolled at Rotorua Girls High School since our last newsletter:  
Year 9 Wairiti Matekuare, Ajay Eden, Tyler Rosvall, Shiana Singh 
Year 10 Jouiwharde Heath, Shikaiya Jolley, June Jones, Bailee Kingi, Marie Mason, Kylie Ruri, 

Meesha Williams 
Year 12 Sharmain Matatahi 
�
�

STRIVE AWARDS: 
Congratulations to the following junior students who received a Deputy Principal’s Strive Award at House 
Assemblies recently as a result of their mid year report: 
HINEMOA:  RG1 (H) - Bayley Howard, Kirsty Lickfold, Nathalie Macfarlane , Kelsi McFarlane, Sydnee 
Murray, Anahera Parata, Amber Prouse-Morris, Victor ia Thompson, Kerenapu Winiata-Katting;  H2 - Paige 
Fladkjar, Helena Hapeta, Alexandra Harper, Portia Horo, Sydney Hutana-Ngaheu, Sina Magele, Hayley 
McDonald, Roimaata Peta, Chantelle Taranaki, Tilya Thompson, Ramari Toetoe;  H3 - Sommer Clendon, 
Georgia Haslam, Sonya Katipa, Shavaughan Makela-Angel, Hannah Russell;  H4 - Te Rama KatiroaMatchitt, 
Brittany McNee, Althea Micah Obuyes, Isabelle Plaisted, Natthanicha Sawatdee, Parichat Tabpramool, 
Bernice Uale, Clarissa Winkleman;  RG4 - Maria Raki, Moewaka Rurehe. 
 
KARENGA: K1 - Kelly Abraham, Teararoa Benioni, Cheyenne Crown, Nina Epiha-Rossiter, Crystal Gunn, 
Hinerangi Moore-Foe, Aroha Oneroa,  Chantelle Osborne-Galvin, Carla Owen, Alvaretta Rakuraku-Foster; 
K2 - Veronica Gubb, Shyanne McPhee, Florence Ogilvie, Maddison Ollington, Tatiana Ruaiti, Nyxon Stafford, 
Jade Vincent, Eden West, Phoenix Winiata;  K3 - Lise-Ann Barrow, Sorrento Bockman Rurehe, Jodie 
Clapperton, Te Atawhai Curtis, Cheyenne Robson, Morghan Taitoko, Georjah Tansey, Kauri Walker, 
Akaysha Whakaari;  K4 - Courtney-Anne Anderson, Josephine Curtis, Te Rina Kingi, Paris Pene-Tata;  RG3 
(K) - Jodecii Brothers, Moerangi Vercoe. 
 
RANGIURU: RA1 - Savannah Aldworth, Grace Bassett, Cheyenne Church, Angela Eiao, Zeta Howden, Bailey 
Jackson, Simone Keen, Jin Lee, Megan Makene, Rerewa Meha, Shayna Mitchell-Winsor, Irihapeti Murtagh, 
Reremoana Pomana, Selai Rakulu, Ashleigh Ralph, Natasha Setters, Jasmine Tamehana, Kopu Te Riini, 
Rachael Thompson, Emma Winiata;  RA2 - Jennifer Bell, Rhaxjia Chisnall-Karaitiana, Courtney Cook, 
Reshan Emani, Shannon Havea, Kanwarpreet Kavr Kahlon, Brie Kinita, Priyesheel Kumar, Monik Megha 
Dhaya, Leilani Muspratt, Tupou Niupalau, Pauline Qalo, Shyan Roberts, Taryn Scholte, Jamie-Lee Stanley, 
Starzche Tango, Maraea Te Papa, Heenipaea Tukiwaho, Joan-Maree Tukiwaho;  RG3 (RA3) - Candice 
Anderson, Briar Bayler, Nicole Bow, Olivia Buntine, Riana De Thierry, Danielle Duff, Sarah Dunn, Lana 
Erkkila, Kellee Fisher, Caroline Fleming, Havana Fraser, Ellen Goodwin, Sydnee Koia, Dong Hee Katie Lee, 
Samantha Demelza Moore, Kate Muller, Eden Rogers, Amy Roper, Daynna Sione, Halee Smith, Charlotte 
Sutton, Shyvharn Walker; RA4 - Karol Krishna, Kahurangi Mana, Fazia Nisha, Jessica Purden, Dejana-Rae 
Temple. 
 
RUKUWAI: RG1 (RK) - Georgia Grace, Jazmin-Charlie Hurihanganui-Bennett, Ishanee Illangasinghe, 
Georgia Moberly, Airi Takahashi, Hannah Thompson, Mahinaarangi Vercoe, Imogen Wara; RK2 - Teresa 
Goldsmith, Bianca Hatu, Teagan Rossiter, Jasmin Singh;  RK3 - Morgan Akroyd Joelle Blackburn, Sandra 
Gubb, Annalise Hannah, Jurnee Hannah, Tina Hemsley, Alexandra Hill, Savarna Jukich, Jackie-Lee Loffley-
Wilson, Nirlap Mann, Elizabeth Randle, Lyric Ratahi, Jahnte Walker;  RG3 (RK) - Deniqua Gelissen, Tamara 
Pardoe;  RK4 - Hiyasha Chand, Shantasha Edwards, Mihipeka McKenzie-Mason, Ngarangi Timihou-Tepapa, 
Jessica Wilson. 
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ACROSS THE DEPUTY PRINCIPALS’ DESKS 
 
Hinemoa  
Congratulations to Shannon Taipeti who was recently appointed as Hinemoa House Captain as 
her predecessor, Katrina Tamehana left school.  Shannon plays basketball and is involved in the 
backstage crew of Seussical.  She is also a regular organiser of our weekly interhouse sports 
competition.  We wish Shannon all the best in her new leadership role. 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to our new dean, Mrs Helen Baldwin who steps up to replace Ms Marcy Stunell who 
has taken maternity leave for 12 months.  Helen teaches in the Maths Faculty and joined us at the 
beginning of the year from the United Kingdom. 
 
 

 
2011 KAPA HAKA REGIONAL COMPETITION: 
A day of strength, passion and countless hours of hard work reached its culmination on Friday, 17 June for 11 
kapahaka groups from nine secondary schools within the Te Arawa region. We had two groups this year – Puhikura 
tutored by Whaea Jaylene and Taimona Panapa and Raukura tutored by Whaea Laurelle and Jamus Webster.   
The girls were absolutely brilliant and represented our school with strength, pride and dignity.   
 
Puhikura’s inaugural performance gained them seventh place overall and  we would like to thank all the girls for their 
hard work and are very proud of the way they represented our school – kia koutou ko nga tama, ko nga whanau – nei  
ra te mihi atu, ehara i te huarahi ngawari engari kua tutuki! 
 
Raukura, having placed second nationally, returned to our regional competition with the same determination and 
drive.   As a result they placed first overall and also gained placings in non-aggregate items.   For the non-aggregate 
items, the intricately woven voices of the chorale’s ‘E Hine’ gained the roopu first place and we would like to thank 
Te Waikamihi Korohina-Ormsby  for her technical expertise in putting this item together.  Tawhanga Rika gained 
third equal for whaikorero and was also awarded first place for kaitataki tane (male leader).  Te Rau Pou gained third 
place overall for female leader. 
 
Their overall first place was achieved through the combined skills of our boys and girls which translated into fantastic 
results - the roopu were third equal in both the entry and the moteatea (traditional item) and gained first place in the 
poi, action song, haka and reo. 
 
Each student brought their best to the stage and were well deserving of the numerous accolades accorded them and we 
would like to particularly thank Tawhanga and Te Rau for the leadership they showed that carried the roopu to first 
place overall. 
 
E te roopu Raukura, kaare he mutunga ki a matou mihi – i tu kaha, i tu maia koutou, nga mihi nui, nga mihi mahana, 
nga mihi maioha hoki... 
 
The challenge of Nationals is before us – kua takoto te manuka, see you all there, in Whangarei in June 2012. 
 
Photographs on the front cover have been provided courtesy of The Daily Post.  Please visit their website 
www.dailypost.co.nz to view further photos. 
 
 

- Na Miss Morrison raua ko Whaea Laurelle 
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STAGE CHALLENGE 2011 
Stage Challenge 2011 was a hugely emotional and heartfelt journey for all those involved. We did not place this year, 
however, I, along with all others who had the pleasure of watching our students would agree that the girls performed 
so well and represented our school with an amazing amount of strength and emotion in their performance.  
 
The competition was tough and all schools were fantastic. Our theme was Human Trafficking – The forgotten girls 
and we worked hard to show such an intense and often ignored problem in a mature and emotional, awareness 
creating way.  I am proud of the entire stage challenge team, the back stage crew and support crew.    
 
My only feedback to all students is that I encourage next years students to remember the importance of paying fees on 
time, attending all practices, being on time and taking the entire process of stage challenge seriously.  The dedication 
and commitment required for producing a stage challenge is huge and at times stressful and plain hard work.  We are 
only as strong as our team allows us to be.  
 
The production team and choreographers consisted of Angela Gilmoure, Chelsea Baxter, Geraldine Swart, Deniz 
Ozdemir, Sina Petersen, Jessica Homan, Te Maunga Komene (Mysti), Colette Waites and Amrisha Sumeran.  
They worked extremely hard to complete their creative choreography and deadlines that I set for them. Thanks so 
much girls! 
 
Awards received:  

·  Participation Award in 2011 Stage Challenge  
·  Award for Costuming 
·  Award for Environmental and Social Awareness 
·  Award for Health, Life Skills & Creative Thinking 
·  Award for Choreography 
·  Award for Stage Use 
·  Award for Set Design and Function 
·  Spirit Award for Sportsmanship (as voted by the other schools). 

 
A huge thank you must go to Kay Trask for her amazing talent in painting our backdrops, Bryan McFadyen for his 
set building and Richard Trask for loaning his trailer. Thank you to Molly Chattell  for helping with hair and make 
up, and to Charlotte Hazlitt  and Karen Aldridge  for their support supervising at the event.  Thanks to all the staff 
and parents for their support. 
 
To my Girls High students – I am so proud of each and every one of you and your performance. You all looked 
fantastic and danced your hearts out. It wasn’t our year this year to place, but do not be down on yourselves, you 
represented Rotorua Girls’ High School with pride and portrayed a theme that is controversial and often ignored. You 
danced so well and your emotions were very dramatic.  
 
Finally to my right hand ‘woman’, Haley Hodge, for your fabulous organisational skills and dedication to our 
‘backstage’ crew.  I could not do this without you! 
 

- Mrs Jane Trask - TIC Stage Challenge 
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EXTENSION CAROUSEL AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMME FOR YEAR 8 STUDENTS AT LOCAL 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS 
During Term 2, Rotorua Girls High School has been offering an Extension Carousel After School programme for 
Year 8 students from our local Intermediate Schools.   

 
The aim of the extension programme is to enable your Year 8 students to experience 
life at Rotorua Girls’ High School and to have the opportunity to extend and develop 
their understanding in one of the following subjects: English/Drama, Mathematics, 
Science, Humanities, Art, Drama or Kapahaka.  The Extension programme runs for 
one hour each Monday, from 3.30 pm – 4.30 pm at Rotorua Girls High School.  
Interested students need to make their own way to and from the school. 
 
The Carousel will run for eight weeks this term.  The first session began on Monday, 
16 May and will run to Monday, 13 June 2011.  From Monday, 20 June to Monday, 
11 August 2011, students were able to re-join the carousel and select their second 
extension programme for the term.   

 
We are still happy to take new students.  Please collect a letter and permission slip from our main office and your 
daughter can bring this with her when she starts. 
A further carousel covering other subject areas will run during Term 3. 
                                                     -  Raewyn Krammer (Enrolment Deputy Principal) 
 
 
 
CURRICULUM NEWS 
Senior Reports: 
Senior mid year reports has been posted with this newsletter. These reports give a broad indication of your daughter’s 
progress in the first eighteen weeks of the school year. As half of the school year has been completed your daughter 
should be well on her way to completing her NCEA level certificate. Also enclosed in the report is a page that has her 
academic progress and attainment in NCEA for the year. Please take time to sit down and go through this report. Ask 
her about whether she has handed in all her work this year. Question her on how she feels she is doing. While teachers 
and parents may try to help her, ultimately your daughter has to take responsibility for her own learning. If she is 
facing difficulties, then ask her to talk to her teacher or the Dean. All members of the staff are there to help your 
daughter’s education. It is important that these questions are asked now so that it is not too late to help her to keep on 
track. 
 
Universities are limiting their placements in their courses. By attaining Merits and Excellences, your daughter has a 
better chance of getting in to the course that she wants to study at University. The NCEA Certificate now has 
endorsements of Merit and Excellence which reward those students who do well academically in NCEA. Get your 
daughter to aim for one of these endorsements. 
 
Senior Report Meeting 
This meeting is being held on Wednesday, 29 June 2011 from 2.30pm - 5.00pm in the ARENA. A letter outlining the 
details of the meeting and an interview booking sheet is enclosed with the report. We request that parents take this 
opportunity to discuss their daughter’s academic progress with her subject teachers. 
 
We would like to thank all the parents who made it to the junior report meeting on Wednesday, 8 June. Parents who 
have daughters in the junior school; and who could not make it to the junior report meeting are welcome to make an 
appointment to see the teachers of their daughter during senior report meeting. 
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Tips for parent teacher interviews: 
Following are some of the questions you may want to ask during parent teacher interviews. 
Subject Teachers: 

·  Is there anything that is preventing my daughter from learning and achieving in this subject? 
·  What does my daughter do well? 
·  What feedback has she had and how did she respond to the feedback? 
·  What can I do to help my daughter in this subject? 
·  How well does my daughter get along with others in class? 
·  Does my daughter participate well in class? 
·  What is the best way to contact you if I have a concern? 

 
Deans: 

·  What is the best way to contact you if I have a concern about how my daughter is going? 
·  Where can my daughter get careers advice? 
·  Are there any general concerns about attendance, poor behaviour or homework not being done? 
·  If so, what can I do to help solve the problem? 

 
Remember that you can phone the school and make an appointment to talk to the teacher or dean any time. Education 
is a partnership. The more you and the school are working together to support your daughter, the better the chance of 
success. Looking forward to seeing you on 29th June 2011. 

- Mrs D Carter  - Curriculum Deputy Principal 
 
 
 
NCEA FEES FOR 2011 
These fees are collected at the school’s accounts office on behalf of NZQA. The last day for paying the fee at the 
school’s accounts office is Friday, 2 September 2011.  Candidates who fail to pay the fee by this date will have 
to pay the fee directly to NZQA and pay a $50.00 late fee. 
 
You are most welcome to make weekly or fortnightly payments so that by the time the fees are due in September your 
daughter’s qualification fees are paid. If you are interested in doing this, please contact Mrs Jan Anderson at the 
accounts office. 
 
Fees for Domestic Candidates: 
Enrolment Fee 
Any number of NQF standards and up to 3 scholarship subjects $76.70 per candidate 
Additional scholarship subjects (more than 3 subjects) $76.70 per subject 
 
 
Fees for International Fee Paying Candidates: 
Enrolment Fee 
Any number of NQF subjects $383.30 per candidate 
Scholarship subjects (additional to NQF fees) $102.50 per subject 
 
Financial Assistance 
Application forms are enclosed with this newsletter. If you qualify for financial assistance please fill in the application 
form and hand it in at the school’s account office with the fee by Friday, 26 August 2011. 
 
If you do not have an application form could you please ask your daughter to collect a form from the accounts office 
at School. 
 
For any further assistance or any queries please contact Mrs D Carter (Deputy Principal). 
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SUMANOURA GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL VISIT  

On 14 June 2011, 87 students and 6 staff visted Rotorua Girls 
High School from Sumanoura Girls’ High School in Japan.   
 
This visit provided interaction between students from both 
schools giving them an opportunity to practice their English and 
their Japanese while learning about another culture.   
 
All students enjoyed the visit and there were tears upon 
departure. 
 
 
 

 
 
CATCH COMMITTEE STUDENT CAMP 
Recently the C.A.T.C.H Committee held its annual student camp at Lakes Ranch Camp, Tikitere during the 
weekend of 28 and 29 May 2011.  The girls and teachers were put into three teams -  purple, pink and blue. 
The girls had a great time with the different activities we had organised. The food was incredible as was the 
accommodation. 
 
 Activities we held at this year’s Camp included: 

·  Newspaper Dress Up. Students had to create a newspaper landmark and cultural costume within the 
time given. There were some amazing creations such as purple team’s model of the Sky Tower and 
the blue team’s Scottish Outfit.  

·   Next was the amazing race. Three teams were spread out finding clues at various pit stops around 
Lakes Ranch. We also had road blocks where teams had to complete challenges before getting their 
next clue.  

·  After a tiring race around the camp site, the girls had an option to relax in the heated pool or take up 
the challenge of the Mud Run. Congratulations to Jenny Smith, Charene Steven-Kameta, Maria 
Ponga-Te Whaiti, Kathryn Middleton and Katie Rowland for taking on the challenge of the Mud 
Run. 

 
The next day, the sun was out so we went for a lovely walk to Lake Rotokawau.  The lake was beautiful. On 
our way back we also patted the farm animals that are taken care of by Lakes Ranch. Next we had our 
cultural quiz and played various other games which ended a wonderful camp.Thanks to all the teachers, and 
especially to Miss Balakrishnan, Mrs Cornes and Mrs Wang who came and supervised us.  Also very 
special thanks to Mrs Krammer  for organising the camp for us.    -  Hasani Kannangara 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conquered the Mud Run – from left to right 

Jenny Smith, Kati Rowland and  
Maria Ponga-Te Whaiti 

CATCH Campers 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS  
Farewell and Best Wishes to: 
Niamh Cameron (H9) departs for a one year exchange to South Freemont School in St Anthony’s, Idaho, in United 
States of America. In her travels over there she will meet up with her sister exchange student from Germany in 
Boston. 
 
 We wish Niamh all the best in her studies overseas.  We will keep you informed on her journey in our newsletters. 
 
Trine Sorensen (RK9) returns home to Finland and Deniz Ozdemir (H9) returns home to Germany on 7 July 
2011, while Sina Petersen (RK9) returns home to Germany on 18 July 2011.  All three young women have been fine 
ambassadors for the countries while at our school.  It has been a pleasure getting to know you all.  We wish you all the 
best for the future and hope you will keep in touch with us.  We farewell you with a quote:  ‘Don’t be sad you are 
leaving, be happy you came’. 
 
Welcome to: 
On 6 July 2011 we welcome Marake Lueg (Year 12) from Germany who will be with us for seven weeks. 
On 1 August 2011 we welcome Mone Isode (Year 11) from Japan. Mone will be with us until July 2012.  We also 
welcome Clea Maricourt  (Year 9) from France.  Clea will be with us until February 2012. We also welcome Elina 
Auramo (Year 12) from Finland for three months.  
 
Homestays Needed 

·  College de Bourail from New Caledonia is coming for a two day exchange from Tuesday, 23 August to 
Wednesday 24 August 2011. If you can help, please contact Mrs Raewyn Krammer at school on (07) 348 
0156 ext 855. 

·  Taiyuan Foreign Language School – we have 37 students arriving for three weeks on 24 July, and still need a 
couple of homestays.  Again, contact Mrs Raewyn Krammer at school on (07) 348 0156 ext 855. 

 
 
VISIT TO THE PARLIAMENT, THE  RESERVE BANK AND TE P APA 
Each year, the Ngati Whakaue Endowment Board provides an opportunity for a Year 10 student of Ngati Whakaue 
descent from each of the Rotorua secondary schools to travel to Wellington to visit the Reserve Bank, Parliament and 
Te Papa.  This year Moerangi Vercoe represented our school and has provided this item for our newsletter. 
 
“5:45am, my alarm goes off and I prepare for the big day ahead of me.  Putting on my school blazer I feel pretty neat 
representing my school and iwi (tribe).  I boarded the plane with my fellow peers and by the end of that plane ride we 
had made our connections and become friends. 
 
We were met by Mark Galvin… who we nicknamed “Mako.” He showed us around the various places we visited.   
We were also met by Paul Tapsell who is a famous Maori artist and Professor at The University of Otago of Ngati 
Whakaue descent also.  
 
The first place we visited was The Reserve Bank of New Zealand.  This building holds all 
of our NZ currency that gets distributed to all the banks in our country.  We were taken 
into a vault that held over 2 Billion Dollars…As soon as we entered the room the boys 
eyes widened as if doing the pukana at the sight of seeing all this money.  The room 
reeked of fresh money that eventually overpowered our nostrils - in other words it stunk.  
Following this we were lead through a door that took us into another vault also holding 
over 2 Billion dollars.  In this room there was 1 million dollars in $5 notes, 1.6 Million in 
$10 notes, about 3 million in $20 dollar notes, 8 million in $50 dollar notes and 16 
million in $100 notes…. around a bout �  …  We then had the privilege of holding 1 
million dollars in cash.  As you can imagine we were pretty thrilled at this experience and 
even got to take a picture holding it.  We didn’t think that money could be so heavy. 
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After that we went upstairs into a special meeting room where we met the Governor General.  His signature is on all 
the dollar notes in New Zealand.  We had a wonderful time talking with such a highly recognized man such as him. 
 
After this we made our way to Parliament where we got to meet Paula Bennett the MP for Youth Affairs and Social 
Development and employment.  She was really cool and relaxed and we really related to her.  We then sat through a 
session of ‘Question Time’ where the MP’s get a chance to debate and ask each other questions.  My favourite part 
was when John Key got asked a question from the Opposition (Labour) and he completely shut them down when they 
tried to attack him - that was really exciting. 
 
Lastly we went to Te Papa -  and we got to see numerous exhibits that are in storage and not open for the public to 
see.  We saw many ancient taonga like patu, carvings taiaha, Korowai, and piupiu.  The condition of these taonga 
were amazing for their age.   
 
We returned home at 7pm and on the plane we met Maisey Rika and we were buzzing.   It was an amazing 
experience so if anyone else has this privilege next year they should go.  Thank-you to Ngati Whakaue Endowment 
Board for making this all possible – it certainly made me think about my future options and seeing key people from 
Ngati Whakaue in these roles made it seem that much more possible for me!” 
                  Noho ora mai Moerangi Vercoe 
 
 
BUILDING FOR SALE 
The Board of Trustees advises that the building previously occupied by the RGHS Childcare is now surplus to 
requirements, and is available for purchase and removal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please contact the Executive Officer – Barbara Jamieson-Tucker- to arrange viewing of the building and to discuss 
pricing and timelines for removal. 
 
 
FACULTY NEWS 
English – Additional Faculty Information 
New focus for gaining literacy credits – literacy unit standards pathway 
Andrea Morrison leads a new NCEA Level 1 initiative this year. Literacy credits are a major component of NCEA 
and previously, students could only gain the literacy credits they needed for NCEA from English. From this year, 
however, there is a new way for selected Year 11 students to gain their literacy credits. Particular students will have 
the opportunity to use work and assessments from their other subjects to gain level 1 literacy credits. The literacy 
requirements still fall into the categories of reading, writing and speaking but students can submit work from, for 
example, Economics, Geography or Health, to show their abilities.  The selected students, aided by their teachers, will 
be collecting samples of their work to make a portfolio for assessment. This is an excellent opportunity for students to 
show their skills and knowledge as well as gain the credits they need to complete the literacy requirements for NCEA 
Level 1. 
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Lions Speech Competition 
Congratulations go to Katherine Badcock who recently represented the school at the Lion’s Speech Competition held 
at Waiariki Institute of Technology in May. Her speech on Procrastination was well delivered as well as her 
Impromptu Speech on Teenagers and Binge Drinking. She was selected to compete in the Regional Competition on 
Saturday 18 June 2011 at Waiariki Institute of Technology. We wish her the best of luck. 
 
What’s on in Drama: 
Year 10: Are currently working on creating and devising their own drama’s based around their idea of “Home.” The 
have come up with some brilliant ideas and are using the drama components in a creative and impressive way. These 
small drama’s will be presented in Week Nine to an audience of their peers. 
 
Year 11: The Year 11’s have finished their first achievement standard and are working well on their second 
assessment for the year: presentations based around Shakespeare’s play “Macbeth”. These will be performed to an 
audience of their peers in Week 11 of this term. Congratulations to the following students who achieved Excellence in 
1.2 Devise Drama: Shannen Fisher, Keely Elder, Solitce Morrison, Sharnese Tutara and Kendyl Cassidy.  
 
Year 13: Gave a brilliant performance to an audience of friends and family of “Revenge of the Amazons. This was a 
very funny and political play which the girls enjoyed immensely both in the rehearsal period and the final 
performance. The girls have decided to do another performance of this play during term three, which is very exciting. 
They are currently working towards Achievement Standard 3.2 “Contemporary Characters” which will be performed 
for an audience of friends and family on the Tuesday 12 July in the Nina Hogan Hall. 
 
 
Congratulations to  
The following students who gained Merits and Excellences in recently marked internal assessments: 
AS 1.11 – Show understanding of visual and/or oral text(s) through close viewing and/or listening, using supporting 
evidence. 
Excellence – Christine Morrison, Soltice Morrison, Hine-Rotu Taylor, Acacia Te Pairi, Hannah Brons, Jessica 
Brown, Sally Lee, Aneia Whakaari, Anna Wilson, Arielle Hepi, Kim Paras. Asaria Tauiiliili, Hazel Vilar anda.  
Merit – Shannen Fisher, Janae Krammer, Mikayla Law, Nicole Law, Abi Parekura, Charlene Porteous-Watt, 
Brier-Rose Prouse-Morris, Haylee Scholte, Kaya Sparke, Megan Winter, Alysha Carlin, Greer Murray, Sjaani 
Stanley, Valencia Herbert, Kaela Hunia, Rebekah Pratt, Frankie-Marie Barnett, Elizabeth Purdie, Paremira 
Murtagh. 
 
AS 2.1 – Produce crafted and developed creative writing 
Excellence – Vanessa Barclay, Ramari Foster, Felicity George, Laleyna Vai, Jody Lickfold, Emma-Lee 
Nicholls, Jana Topia.  Merit – Leanna Hill, Gabrielle Sayer, Lauren Patterson, Yukako Tanaka, Hannah Teipo, 
Emma Campbell, Tauoteawa Kingi, Kelly O’Keefe, Jayssica Patel, Danielle Tamiana, Riley Gilbert-Burne, 
Alice Janssen, Nicole Pakau, Te Ahorangi Paterson-Beazley, Isla Ross, Casey Smith, Brooke Thompson. 
 
AS 2.8 – Language/Literature Research 
Excellence – Jody Lickfold, Danni Armstrong, Briony Forrest, Gisele Foster, Natasha Grey-Garney, Rashpinda 
Mann, Mamaeroa Merito, Ashley Mountfort, Carina Stanley, Nicole Tildesley, Kate Walker, Merit - Riley 
Gilbert-Burne, Sheetal Patel, Nicole Pakau. 
 
AS 3.1 – Produce an extended piece of writing in a selected style 
Excellence – Katherine Badcock, Niamh Cameron, Jay Law, Ellen McDonald, Tessa Morgan, Narnie Dargie, 
Tui Hiha, Gabrielle Kendall, Amanda Lowe, Kerry McNamara, Polly Muir, Charlotte Patterson, Alisha 
Poipoi.  Merit – Chelsea Baxter, Danielle Cochrane, Leah Green-Chalmers, Hannah Smith, Chanel Whyte, 
Melanie Gerrard, Hasani Kannangara, Taria Ngawhika, Katie Rowland, Jennifer Smith, Samantha Sutton. 
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TESSOL and RGHS Staff Scholarship recipients  
Left to Right: Clare Morgan, Sue Wilson and 

Jackie Smith   

ENGLISH FACULTY 2011 
Left to Right: Megan Figgest, Karena Ngata, Anna 
Richardson, Andrea Morrison, Sue Wilson, Sarah 

Riley, Sam Edwards-Tuilave, Simone Graham, 
Jackie Smith, Clare Morgan 

Absent: Hancine Samvelyan – 13 Media Teacher 

 
 

The English faculty have been focused this year on ‘Leading 
the Learning.’ Part of this vision is our continued work 
increasing academic excellence through improving our 
teaching practice. We want our students not only gain 
Achieved but also Merits and Excellences. Therefore, a 
number of our faculty have attended specific professional 
learning workshops and conferences to help achieve this 
faculty goal. They have been exposed to current research on 
effective teaching and learning, gained new resources, 
networked with other colleagues and as a result are 
implementing these new learnings into their classroom 
practice as well as sharing these ideas within the faculty as 
well as with other faculties.  
 
 

FACULTY STAFF 
2011 saw a new addition to our faculty with Megan Figgest 
joining the crew. Megan, a recent graduate of Victoria 
University in Wellington and an ex-RGHS student, is teaching 

Media Studies, English, Drama and Dance. As you can see, she is a very talented teacher who has already made a 
huge contribution to both staff and students, particularly with her wealth of knowledge in implementing and planning 
using the NZ Curriculum and key competencies. Megan is heavily involved in the school production Seussical, the 
Musical and takes the Year 8 Drama Extension Carousel on Monday afternoons. 
 
TESSOL SCHOLARSHIP 
At the end of 2011, Sue Wilson (Literacy Co-Ordinator) and Clare Morgan (TIC Scholarship – English) were 
both lucky recipients of  TESSOL Scholarships. This scholarship is a two year part time programme funded by the 
Ministry of Education which allows them to undertake undergraduate study 
extra-murally through Massey University.  At the end of the programme, they 
will graduate with a Certificate in Teaching English as an Additional 
Language. The course is two years of challenging study; extra work on top of 
their existing planning and teaching and is definitely consuming their every 
waking moment. According to Sue, “I already have a very different 
perspective on second language learning and speaking.  My goal is to have 
new expertise when working in the area of literacy, for students of all 
languages.” Jackie Smith received a TESSOL Scholarship in 2009 and 
recently graduated with her CertTEAL.  
 
 
 
RGHS STAFF SCHOLARSHIP 
At the BOT Dinner on Friday 20 May 2011 Jackie Smith (HOF English), Sue Wilson (Literacy Co-ordinator)  and 
Clare Morgan (TIC Scholarship – English) were the lucky recipients of three RGHS Staff Scholarships. After 
submitting robust applications outlining what professional learning opportunities the scholarship would provide and 
how they will improve effective pedagogy in their curriculum areas, it was a pleasure to hear the good news. The 
scholarships enabled Jackie and Clare to attend the recent International Federation of English Teachers Conference 
at the University of Auckland while Sue will attend, in the upcoming July holidays, the New Zealand Reading 
Association Conference titled A Literacy Explosion.  
 



   15 

THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF ENGLISH TEACHERS CONFERENCE – Scholarship English 
The school holidays and The I FT E Conference were the perfect meeting point for teachers of English as they drew a 
wonderful sprinkling of both local and international experts in our field.  Their theory and insight served as new brain 
food and apt reminders for most of us embroiled in the Hurley burley of teaching’s daily necessity. The Scholarship 
English workshop enabled first time practitioners and experienced teachers to examine the standard and to establish 
pathways for students to achieve.  The extensive range and types of classic texts that students must read was shared, 
and discussions explored ways for students to meet the level of academic sophistication required.  
 
My goals after attending this workshop, more than ever, are to ensure that students understand that texts are 
authors/voices communicating their concerns in a specific way. In order for students to hear these they must consider 
the techniques used; the way the work is crafted, and read the text, in order to be able to make connections with their 
own lives.  This way they may evaluate the value of these issues and respond with their own voice.  This is the path to 
making meaning of the trove of the many diverse literatures and to excellence.    
 
A big thank you to the school for the staff scholarship which enabled my attendance – the experience was hugely 
rewarding, and as you can see, will benefit my students.   Clare Morgan  
 
THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF ENGLISH TEACHERS CONFERENCE – Professional Learning 
During the Term One holidays, I had the pleasure of attending the International English Conference – Much Ado 
About English. The conference was held at Auckland University; there were 80 different courses available over the 
four days of the conference.  I chose to attend courses that I thought would be beneficial to my students.  The two 
courses that I found the most interesting were Web of Deceit: Is the internet making our students stupid? and Comics 
and Graphic Novels in the Classroom. 
 
I found the course, Web of Deceit: Is the internet making our students stupid? extremely interesting.  David Taylor 
focused on the issues around student learning and the internet.  He discussed how the section of the brain that is used 
to read off the computer is different to the section of the brain that is used when reading hard copy materials. The part 
of the brain that is used when reading off the computer does not connect effectively with the long-term memory, this 
means that students struggle to make connections about what is relevant in the text they are reading and what they 
already know.  A further interesting concept mentioned was that the way that we reading online is different to how we 
a textbook is read.  This course highlighted to me as a teacher that students will love to use the internet for research 
because of its convenience, however, they must be careful of what information they are gathering, to ensure that it is 
relevant.   
 
The second course, Comics and Graphic Novels in the Classroom, was enjoyable and useful as I could see how using 
comics and graphic novels could be used to help students write creatively and how to demonstrate a story using only 
images.  Comics allow the reader to draw their own conclusions about what has occurred in the story and what has 
happened between each image box, where a gap has occurred.  I have already started using this idea of using images 
to tell a story getting one of my classes to create a storyboard of images to show what happened in the novel we are 
studying. 
 
I will end on this note, though technology may be the way of the future there is still a place for the old technologies of 
the written word, old fashion pen and paper and books still allow you to gain knowledge and escape to a new world.  
Sarah Riley  
 
DRAMA NEW ZEALAND CONFERENCE 
During the first term holidays I was lucky enough to attend the Drama New Zealand Conference in Auckland, held at 
St Kentigerns College. I spent a jam packed three days attending workshops, lectures and listening to awesome Key 
Note speakers. Throughout the three days I was able to extend my knowledge in areas where I felt I had weaknesses, 
discuss the implementation of the newly aligned NCEA Level One standards, gain valuable resources and network 
with fellow Drama teachers from around the country. The conference also provided us with the opportunity to work 
with some of New Zealand’s leading theatre practitioners, such as; Red Leap Theatre and Massive Company. We 
were treated to live performances during our lunch breaks and given the opportunity to see plays during our evenings.  
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RGHS PPP and Toe by Toe Tutors 
Left to Right:  Awatea Stewart, Marie Ellis, 
Waimaria Tiopira, Geraldine Cunningham. 

Absent: Angela Gunn 

This conference was a hugely valuable experience for me and has ensured that I am up to date with what I am 
teaching at Rotorua Girls High School. It gave me an insight into current resources, effective ways of teaching and 
ways of assessing Drama, which in turn provides huge benefit to my students. I am currently working on the 
implementation of an exciting and creative Level One NCEA programme and look forward to doing the same with 
Level Two next year. Anna Richardson 

 
SHAKESPEARE GLOBE NEW ZEALAND – 
TEACHERS GO GLOBAL 
At the end of 2010 I was lucky enough to be offered 
a position in the Shakespeare Globe Centre New 
Zealand: Teachers Go Global Programme for 2011. 
This programme involves travelling to London with 
nineteen other teachers from around New Zealand 
to complete a two week intensive course at the 
Globe Theatre on the 15th of July. This is my second 
year teaching at Rotorua Girls High School, as 
Teacher in Charge of Drama.  

 
 
I am so lucky to be able to teach a subject I am truly passionate about and to be able incorporate my own interests in 
my classes. Teaching the work of the Bard to high school students is something that I am inspired about and 
subsequently I have incorporated some aspect of Elizabethan and Shakespearean Theatre into my teaching of nearly 
every year level. This lifelong learning interest of both a professional and personal context in all things Shakespeare is 
the reason I applied for this programme. 
 
This programme will extend and build upon the base of knowledge I already possess. It will give me the opportunity 
to implement new, relevant and exciting ways of accessing the Bards work in the classroom and give me valuable 
experiences which will facilitate my own teaching and thinking. I will be able to network with other teachers and 
practitioners who share my passions and also provoke in depth discussions. During the two weeks I will attend 
workshops with The Globe’s leading theatre practitioners, visit schools in London, watch live performances by the 
Royal Shakespeare Company and also rehearse and perform in “Much Ado About Nothing” on The Globe stage to a 
paying audience. This trip will fulfil a huge dream of mine to tread the boards of Shakespeare’s theatre and experience 
the ‘magic’ that is The Globe. Anna Richardson 
 
PAUSE, PROMPT AND PRAISE AND TOE BY TOE 
PROGRAMMES 
The Ng� ti Whakaue funded Pause, Prompt and Praise and RTLB 
Funded Toe by Toe programmes are two literacy initiatives that aim 
to improve the reading comprehension levels of Years 9 and 10 
students. After initial testing, 30 students are selected to start the 
programme. Each student works with a tutor on an individual basis 
and attends three 20 minute sessions per week. The reading resources 
for PPP are graded and cover a wide range of genres, interests and 
reading strategies. Toe by Toe students work through the Toe by 
Toe book. The name Toe by Toe was chosen to signify that a 
student makes progress by the tiniest steps - one toe at a time.  
However, even though the steps taken are small, the student can 
clearly measure his or her progress right from the first page.  The student's confidence and self-esteem are boosted as 
a result. In PPP, particular emphasis is placed on improving each student's ability to inference effectively. The 
students are reassessed regularly and when they achieve the required reading comprehension level, they are presented 
with a certificate and take with them skills they can use across the curriculum. RGHS acknowledges the funding 
provided by local iwi, Ng� ti Whakaue and the RTLB funding which makes it possible to run such life changing 
programmes. The school also acknowledges the efforts of the tutors who work very hard to help their students. 
Angela Gunn 

RGHS SHAKESPEARE IN SCHOOLS 2011 
Left to Right: Anna Richardson, Collette Waite, 

Aleisha Aldcroft and Shannon Dunn 
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FACULTY NEWS continued 
Marautanga  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More photos of Raukura performing at the 2011Regional Te Arawa Kapa Haka Competition 
 
 
International Languages Department 
Gute Reise goes to Alisha Poipoi. She leaves for Germany week 8. Her five week PAD scholarship includes home-
stay, language course and bus trips along the river Rhine.   Alles Gute! 
 
 
Mathematics  
Professional Development 
Several Maths teachers have been busy learning more about the revised NCEA level 1 achievement 
standards and Mrs Wang and Mrs Shirley attended a day, working with other teachers in the Bay of Plenty 
regions. 
 
Ms Adams travelled to Auckland to listen to and work with her Maths guru, an Australian named Charles 
Lovitt . The title of his workshop was “Creating Happy, Cheerful Productive Maths Classrooms”. His 
mantra is teaching for understanding, and Ms Adams will be working with other Maths teachers to bring 
some of his ideas into the Maths classrooms. 
 
Over the next few weeks Mrs McLay  and Ms Adams will be attending four half day courses to find out 
more about the new, revised achievement standards at Level 2.  
 
Number Works Maths Scholarship 
We have great pleasure in announcing two Number Works 
Maths Scholarships for 2011.  
 
These are awarded to girls from Years 9 to Year 11 who are 
hardworking and diligent students and who would benefit from one-to-one Maths tuition on a regular basis.  
 
The scholarships for 2011 are awarded to: 
Courtney-Ann Anderson K4 and Alexandra Harper H2 
If you are interested in getting extra help for your daughter then you can phone Jonathan at Number Works on 07 349 
3965 to arrange lessons or pop in and meet the team on 1205 Amohia Street, Rotorua.  
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Show-me Boards” 
We now have ‘show-me’ boards in every Maths classroom so students should all be having the opportunity 
to use them in coming weeks. When the teacher asks a question each student writes their response on their 
own board and shows the teacher. This enables the teacher to quickly check the understanding of each 
student and ensures that everybody is involved in the lesson, at all times 
 
This Month’s High Achievers 
Congratulations to the following girls for achieving Merit or Excellence grades in the following NCEA internal 
assessment tasks. 
Level 1 
Apply transformation geometry in solving problems - Merit: India Taylor   
Apply measurement in solving problems - Merit: Jayde Pike   
Apply numeric reasoning when solving problems - Merit: Jenny Foggin, Elisha Simon-Wharepapa, Megan 
Winter,  Sam Grace, Charlene Porteous-Watt, Grace Williams, Sally Lee, Anne Purdie, Mikayla Law , Kim 
Mizziana, Sarah Fitton  
Investigate a given multi-variate data set using the statistical cycle - Merit: Sally Lee  
                                    
Physical Education / Health / Music, Dance 
Farewell 
On Friday 17 June, we farewelled Miss Catherine Sole who had completed seven weeks as a student teacher at 
Rotorua Girls’ High School.  She has had a tremendous placement and received a glowing report from her visiting 
lecturer from Waikato University.  Miss Sole is now applying for teaching jobs and we wish her the very best of luck!  
 
“Kia Ora - Well, I am sad to say that my 7 weeks here at RGHS is has come to an end as I prepare myself for the 
‘real’ world.  During my 7 weeks here, I have been shown respect and courtesy from both the students and the staff 
which has made this time very enjoyable and rewarding for me.  Things that have really touched me have been the 
compassion the teachers have for these girls, every girl truly does count at this school and this shows in the classes I 
have been involved with.  So to all the girls I taught and all the teachers who helped me along the journey, I would 
like to thank you for having me and I’m sure this wont be the last you will see of me� ”  - Catherine Sole 
 
10 Sports Performance 
Congratulations to the following students who were helpers at the Glenholme Primary School Cross Country on 
Wednesday 8 June - Caroline Fleming, Halee Smith, Sommer Clendon, Sonya Katipa, Jai Herbig, Mereana 
Herekiuha, Savannah Mohi and Antonia Stehlin.  The day was a bit dubious to start with, but the rain eventually 
cleared and our students helped to make it a successful morning.  This will count towards their community service 
section for the Year 10 Graduation at the end of the year. 
 
11 Physical Education - Year 11Redwod Run 
We are currently working on the Achievement Standard 90068 (1.2) Demonstrate knowledge of body structure and 
function related to performance of physical activity.  For part of this assessment we travelled to the Waipa entrance of 
the Redwoods ( Red Stag)  for a 5 km run. The classes have been training for six weeks and studying the long term 
effects of training. Many thanks to Mark Edmond , our resident Athletic coach who has spent the past six weeks 
preparing the students. On the day of the run we also had the expertise of Catherine Sole our student teacher and 
teachers Karen Aldridge  and Kylie Hill  as assistants.   

 
Finally after our original day was rained off, we set off on Thursday 9 
June to Waipa.   Mark  set up a 5km course which took the students 
through the bush and past thermal activity! It was exciting to have all 
three Year 11 classes running at the same time.  Everyone enjoyed the 
experience and all finished well within the set time. Amber Johnston 
finished first.   Many thanks to everyone who took part as it was a 
very successful event.      - Mrs Beamish - TIC 11 Physical Education 
 

 Students from the Year 11 PE classes running in the Redwoods.  
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13 Physical Education 
On 24 May, the Level 3 Physical Education class played their Tennis 
Tournament. This was part of an assessment that the girls have been 
preparing eight weeks for. The winner was Shannon-Maria Wiringi . Well 
done Shannon-Maria and all the girls that took part. 
 
 
Shannon-Maria showing the good form that helped her to win the 
tournament. 
 
The following students have achieved with Merit for Achievement Standard 
90742 – Perform a physical activity to nationally developed standards: 
Shannon-Maria Wiringi  – Merit for Tennis, Pamela Purdie -Merit for Basketball, Jay Law -Excellence for Netball, 
Tawari Vercoe- Excellence for Netball. 

- Mrs Di Carter  – 13 PED Teacher 
 
12 Adventure Tourism 
The following students names have been omitted from the ‘roll of honour’ of those students in 12 ADV who have 
achieved unit standard 476 – Roll a Kayak five times: Ashley Mountfort, Emma-Lee Nicholls and Muri Kingi .  

- Mrs Carolyn Katu  – 12 ADV Teacher   
 
11 Health 
Congratulations to the following students who achieved with Merit in Achievement Standard 1.4, Understand skills 
required to enhance relationships and apply a problem-solving model worth six credits – Kitty Leko, Misty 
Raukawa, Kelsey Brown, Crystal McPhee, Helen Talbot, Louise sto-Domingo, Sally Lee and Kim Paras. 

-  Mrs Carolyn Katu  – 11 Health Teacher 
 
Year 12 Health – Health Promotion 
Year 12 Health students have recently completed their Health Promotion Assessment.  They were required to research 
an issue in the school community and set up a plan of action to help promote healthier outcomes for our students.  
There were six different groups in the class and while their overall topic was “RESPECT”, they all had different 
approaches.  Please read below a few of the comments from the Year 12 Students about how they found the work. 
 
“Our group focussed on the use of bad language around the school.  I thought it was really interesting and I hope that 
the girls who used bad language learned their lesson.  I thought it was fun too.” 
 
“We did a power point presentation to Year 10’s about raising awareness about STI’s.  It went really well and it was 
good to see that the students learnt something.” 
 
“I learnt a lot from Health Promotion and I believe if we were able to do it more regularly, it would have really 
changed our school for the better” 
 
“During the week, my group and I looked at how badly students treated our toilet facilities.  We cleaned the C Block 
toilets, then we monitored how long it took for them to become messy again.  We also created Posters to help remind 
students to keep them clean.” 
 
“When doing our Health Promotion we did self respect (personal hygiene).  One of my favourite parts was watching 
the junior students reactions to our research about how often people do not wash their hands after going to the toilet.” 

- Mrs Tui Mc Caull  – Teacher 12 Health 
 
Congratulations to the following Year 12 Health students who have achieved with Excellence and Merit for 
Achievement Standard 2.5 Gender Identity and Sexuality - Excellence: Alice Janssen, Merit: Bonnie Collins, 
Alexandra Halkett-Rangitutia, Shontelle Jillings-Slade, Brooke Thompson and Derrin Whata . 
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Dance Update 
To all Year 11, 12 and 13 Dance students do not forget the upcoming assessment evening to assess the following 
Achievement Standards. Students have been working on these assessments for the past six months.  Practice and 
rehearse and ensure that this is your focus for the next two weeks.  
 
Senior Assessment Evening – Tuesday 28 June 2011 – RGHS Nina Hogan 
Performing Arts Centre.  

·  A.S 1.3 – Perform ensemble skills – Year 11 Dance – 4 credits 
·  A.S 2.4 / A.S 3.3 – Perform Burlesque –Year 12 /13 Dance -3 

credits / 4 credits 
·  A.S 3.1 – Produce a Dance for Performance – Year 13 Dance – 9 

credits 
·  A.S 2.1 – Choreograph a section of dance for a group – Year 12 

Dance – 5 credits 
 
Year 10’s are working extremely well in class learning Different Styles of 
Dance.  Year 9 RG1 and 9 H2 are working well in the last week of the 
rotation completing their Group Creative Dance Assessments.   
 

"I don't want dancers who want to dance. I want dancers who have to dance." -George Balanchine 
- Mrs Jane Trask - TIC Stage Challenge 

 
 
Music Department 
Seussical 
What a great time the band and singers have had for production. The band has worked so hard on Seussical this year. 
It has been extremely challenging and the everybody has just blossomed and excelled. I would like to congratulate the 
band, the cast, the backstage crew, sound and lighting crew and all the staff on their superb efforts throughout Term 1 
and 2. It has been a real pleasure working with you all.  
 
I would also like to congratulate Karen Huston on her new role as Teacher in Charge of Music and Mania Kepa on 
becoming our itinerant (singing) teacher for 12 months, as I take maternity leave. Good luck everybody.  

- Mrs Marcy Stunell  – TIC Music 
 
Science 
Congratulations to the following students who have gain Merits and Excellences grades in the following NCEA 
internal assessment tasks: 
Level 3 
Biology 3.2 Research a contemporary Biological Issue:  Excellence - Jessica Pak, Alisha Poipoi; Merit - Rachelle 
Gordon, Megan Halkyard, Tui Hiha, Hasani Kannangara, Kerry McNamara-Spackman, Rovina Prasad, 
Jennifer Smith.  
 
Level 2 
Chemistry 2.1 – 3 Credits Identifying Ions in Solution:   Excellence - Jenny Bandong, Venessa Barclay, Gisele 
Foster, Riley Gilbert-Burne, Natasha Gray – Garney, Alice Janssen, Rashpinder Mann, Mamaeroa Merito, 
Sheetal Patel, Thyla Taitimu, Yukako Tanaka, Laleyna Vail, Kate Walker; Merit - Mikaela Hawke, Carina 
Stanley.  
 
Biology  2.2 Research the interactions between humans and an aspect of Biology:  Excellence - Sarah Hunapo, Jody 
Lickfold, Margaret Huta, Gisele Foster, Natasha Grey-Garney, Kate Walker;  Merit -  Jenny Bandong, Riley 
Gilbert-Burne, Carina Stanley, Laleyna Vail, Danni Armstrong, Vanessa Barclay, Mamaeroa Merito, Sheetal 
Patel, Thyla Taitimu, Nicole Tildesley.  
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Level 1 
Biology 1.1. Carry out a Practical Investigation:  Excellence - Charlene Porteous-Watt, Manaaki Te Taite, 
Sharelle Abbott, Kavita Budhia, Emylie Dulon Barre, Awhina Hook, Janae Krammer, Nicole Lowe, Abi 
Parekura;  Merit -  Hine-Rotu Taylor, Kirsten Broad, Lauren Buckley, Marianne Tubilla.  
 
Physical  Science 1.1: Merit  - Kim Mizziana Para. 
 
Science Fair Science Fair Science Fair 
All junior and senior science students are invited to participate in RGHS Science Fair. This is a fantastic opportunity 
for students to design their own learning experience, one that allows them to innovate just as scientists do in the real 
world.  Each student will: 

� Use the scientific method to answer a question 
� Get the chance to choose the area of her project. 
� Improve math skills by analysing data and creating graphs 
� Improve reading comprehension and writing skills by doing background research and writing a research 

paper. 
� Learn to manage her time through a multiple- step project. 

Your parental support and guidance for this event will be much appreciated.   The final date for entries of projects is 
the 3rd of August, wk 1, term 3.  Projects will be assessed by an independent panel of judges and ribbons presented 
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places and a prize presented to the top entry.   All top 3 entries will be put forward for the regional 
competition. 
 
Year 13 Physics Trip to Auckland 
Recently our Year 13 Physics class took a field trip to Auckland visiting a 
company and the Physics Education Centre to further our studies in Physics  
 
First we went to Buckley Systems Ltd in Mount Wellington where giant 
electromagnetic coils are manufactured. These coils are used all over the 
world in hospital scanners, flat screen television manufacturers and for 
university research purposes. We were given a behind-the-scenes tour of the 
plant and shown the process from start to finish.  

 
 
   

    Above - Jessica Pak  
 
We then had a brief lunch break at Sylvia Park before setting out 
to Auckland University Physics Education Centre in Ardmore. 
There we conducted a practical investigation involving a tennis 
ball, pressure and cannon. We were discovering the relationship 
between distance travelled by the tennis ball and pressure.  
 
Left - Tui Hiha, Jennifer Smith, Hasani Kannangara 
 

 
Unfortunately, it was raining but we trooped on.  Like Ernest Rutherford said “If your not doing Physics, you may as 
well be doing stamp collecting”.  By the end of the weary, eleven hour day we treated ourselves with a stop at the 
Bombay Hill Shops on our way back to Rotorua. Overall it was both a fun and educational trip.   

�  Year 13 Physics Class 
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SPORTS NEWS 
Squash 
The School Championships were held recently with 20 students participating. This was really pleasing to see the 
numbers interested in taking part in this sport.  The Junior grade was won by Reshan Emani from Kirsty Lickfold  
and the Senior Grade was taken out by Taria Ngawhika from Makarena Edwards.  From this competition seven 
girls travelled to Te Puke for the Bay of Plenty  Championships and in the Division 1 Grade – Taria  came 4th and in 
the Division 2 4th place was taken out by Makarena. 
 
Cross Country 
We had a good representation at the Bay of Plenty / Mid Island Cross Country Championships with most of our girls 
coming in the top half of the fields.  Best performance came from Amber Johnston who was in the top 20 in the 
Intermediate Grade.  Then Amber went on to the Waikato Championships and achieved 10th place – a great 
performance. 
 
Archery 
We congratulate Elizabeth Randle who has been selected to represent New Zealand at the World Archery 
Championships in Poland later in the year. We wish her all the very best for this and also her future as an Archer. 
Elizabeth has been achieving some wonderful results in her competitions – many 1st places and she has also been to 
the USA for training camps. We look forward to her achieving great things in the future. 
 
Basketball 
The Senior A team recently ran a tournament with over 16 team taking part – these teams came from Cambridge, Te 
Awamutu, Whakatane, Hauraki Plains and also from other local schools. Both our 16 & under team and the 14 & 
under won their grades and the other grades were won by Hauraki Plains (18 Boys), John Paul College (14 Boys).  
The Senior A girls really worked hard during the day and raised a considerable sum towards their upcoming USA 
tour. 
 
Interhouse Sport  
This is going really well with the change of sports – it is now Basketball and Unihoc.  The winners form the last round 
of games – Netball and Soccer were Karenga for both of these.  We urge all students to come along and participate to 
gain points for their houses. 
 
 
Interschool Exchanges 
We have the first one of these coming up very shortly with the visit to Gisborne for our Netball, Basketball, Football 
and Debating teams. Shortly after that is the Annual Exchange with Hamilton at Hamilton and this is on Tuesday 12 
July.  Then early next term is the Peter Snell Shoe Exchange with Tauranga Girls.  If you require information about 
any of these please feel free to contact Mrs Ngaire Lee – Sports Co-ordinator. 
 
Hockey 
This year we are fortunate to have three Hockey teams playing for school. All students are excellent role 
models and they enjoy the game. The A team is coached by Caroline Beamish with Tracey Curreen as 
manager. We will be travelling to Whangarei  for the national tournament in August and planning is well 
underway.  Many thanks to Tracey for her relentless work. 
 
Members of the RGHS A Hockey Team   are:   Jodie Lickfold - (Capt), Shontelle Thompson, Giselle Foster, 
Kelcie Gibson-Cur reen, Kody-Ann Taylor , Isla Ross, Kirsten Broad, Shannen Fisher, Sam Kiff , Amanda 
Lowe, Danielle Wharerau, Kelsey Falwasser, Sydnee Murray, Te Rau Pou. 
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The B team is coached by Belinda McNee and 
managed by Nicola Whistler. Many thanks to both of 
these ladies for their efforts.  
 
Members of the RGHS B Hockey Team   are:   Raspinder 
Mann, Briar Bayler, Syndee Koia, Toria Vina, Hannah 
Calcutt, Brittany McNee, Geraldine Swart, Stephanie 
Newton, Nicky Cossey, Hannah Russell, Nirlap  Mann, 
Kerenapu Winiati- Katting, Tina Hemsley.  
 
     Photo of the RGHS B Hockey Team    
 
 
The C team is coached by our very own Kody Taylor  (Year 12) who is doing a sterling job. The manager is 
Brian Bell. Members of the RGHS C Hockey Team   are:  Imogen Ward, Taisha Gorman, Hannah Thompson, 
Victoria Thompson, Racheal Thompson, Pauline Qalo, Lauren Buckley, Leilani  Muspratt, India Taylor, 
Jenny Bell, Starzche Tango.  
 
 
Chess Tournament 

An enthusiastic team of four girls competed in the Bay of Plenty 
Chess Tournament in Tauranga. They were feeling slightly 
nervous – having to play 6 rounds with timed moves. However, 
they were pleasantly surprised with the convivial atmosphere and 
the level of competition was on par with their skills. They had 
their share of victories and came away invigorated and 
enlightened.  
 
Team members: India Taylor, Rachelle Gordon, Niamh 
Cameron, Kerry McNamara-Sperry 
 
Photo of Pre-round Warm-up!!! 

 
 
Indoor Bowls 
On Friday, 17 June 2011 the Rotorua Girls’ High School Indoor Bowls Team - 
Bianca Taylor, Jade Littler, Chantal Changtime and Whaiatua Eparaima – 
went to Tauranga to compete in the Bay of Plenty Indoor Bowls Championship.   
 
Our team was entered in the Women’s Division 1 Section, making the competition 
very tough.  We are very proud of our students as they were place third in this 
section.   This ends their winter season and look forward to next year’s 
competition. 
 
Thanks to Ngaire Tepania and Kay Asplin for accompanying the students to this competition. 
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IMPORTANT DATES  
24 June Bay of Plenty Junior Basketball;  Year 11 Hairdressing Field Trip; “Seussical”  

Performances - 11.00am Matinee and an Evening Performance at 7.00pm 
25 June 7.00pm Closing Performance of “Seussical” 
26 – 27 June Gisborne Girls’ High School Sports / Cultural Exchange – away 

27 June pm – “Amped 4 Life” – Session 5 “Having a Dream”;   3.30pm – 4.30pm Year 8 
Extension Carousel   

28 June Year 11 Science Assessment;  6pm Senior Dance Assessment 
29 June Barista Course;  Bay of Plenty Senior Rockclimbing;  2.15pm school closes;  2.30pm 

– 5.00pm Senior Report Evening;  Otago University Liaison Visit 
1 July Bay of Plenty Senior Basketball 

2 July NISS Cycling Championships 
4 July   3.30pm – 4.30pm Year 8 Extension Carousel   
5 July Bay of Plenty Squash Championships;  6.00pm Board of Trustees Meeting 
6 July Barista Course 
7 July Bay of Plenty Badminton Championships 
11 July  Year 11 Physics Assessment;  3.30pm – 4.30pm Year 8 Extension Carousel   
12 July Hamilton Girls High School Sports Exchange in Hamilton 

13 July Year 12 Physics Assessment;  6.00pm YEAR 13 Drama Assessment 
14 July School Senior Table Tennis Championships 
15 July End of Term 2 
  
1 August Term 3 begins 
2 August ICAS English Competition;  Board of Trustees and Resource Meeting in BOT Room 
3 – 5 August Year 12 Mai Biz – Three Day Inspired Business Experience 

4 August Newsletter #6 issued to students to bring home 
 
Ka Kite ano 
 

 

Annette Joyce 
Principal 

 
�
�
 �

BOARD OF TRUSTEES VACANCIES 
 
Due to the recent resignations of Brian McLean and Doug 
Banham from the BOT, the BOT is looking to co-opt two new 
members to fill these positions.  As a board, we support the 
development of programmes and facilities within the school to 
offer improved opportunities for the students. As a board member 
you have the opportunity to work with a team of people who share 
an interest in the outcomes for all the students at RGHS.  
 
If you are interested in becoming a BOT member, or would like 
more information about this role, please contact BOT Chair 
Kathy O’Donnell  3666827 or 012346873, or Principal Annette 
Joyce.  
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Come and find out about Police and the Police Dog Section! 
 

To celebrate the Rotorua Police Dog Section's 50 Year Anniversary,  
all members of the community are invited to an exciting and dynamic Police dog display at  

Rotorua International Stadium on Saturday 25 June. 
 

There will be static displays from different parts of Police, including Search and Rescue,  
Youth Education, the Traffic Alcohol Group (including the drink drive bus),  

the Armed Offenders Squad, the Criminal Investigation Branch, a Prison Truck and more.  
The Baytrust Rescue Helicopter will also be at the display. 

 
Entry is by a gold coin donation, with all donations going to the  

New Zealand Police Dog Charitable Trust. 
 

  What:              Police Dog Section Display and Police Displays 
  Where:            Number 2 Field, Rotorua International Stadium, Devon St West 
  When:             1pm to 3pm  Saturday 25 June 
    * Police dog display starts at 2pm 

 
For further information, contact Rotorua Police, 07 348 0099. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FREE SEMINAR – ALCOHOL AND IT’S EFFECTS ON YOUTH 
 

With Ball Season soon approaching us and in light of the death of the Kings College student recently,  
Sally and Wesley AhChan of WA Consulting, are offering a Free Seminar for students and parents  

regarding Alochol and it’s effects in relation to the Sale of Liquor Act.   
Sally and Wesley have had 12 years experience in Rotorua educating bar managers on  

The Sale of Liquor Act and are keen to give Rotorua teenagers and  
their parents information as it relates to them. 

 
DATE:  Wednesday 29th June 
VENUE: Wylie Room at Wylie Court Motor Lodge, 345 Fenton Street, Rotorua 
TIME: 7pm 

 
Topics will include: The Salve of Liquor Act, Minors  being supplied, parent/guardian  

supplying alcohol for teens, legal age of purchase, the effects of alcohol on youth.   
Question and Answer time will be encouraged and refreshments are available at the conclusion of the seminar.  For 

more information, please contact Sally on 348 0630 
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UP-COMING EVENTS 
26-29 June Whaia te Pae Tawhiti at the University of Auckland  
29 June Otago University Liaison visit, 12.35 at Salmond House 
30 June Massey University Question and Answer Session, 12.35 in Careers Room F2 
05 July AUT Liaison Rep here, 12.35 Salmond House 
13 July University studies at APU in Japan information session - 12.35 at Salmond House 
03 August Massey University Palmerston North Open Day 
10 August Waiariki Institute of Technology, Open Day 
26 August ·  Wintec Open Day 

·  Massey University Wellington Open Day  
·  Victoria University Wellington Open Day 

27 August Auckland University Courses and Careers Day 
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A group of our Year 12 and 13 
students attended a first aid 
course organized by our 
Gateway Co-ordinator and run 
by John Bilsborrow of Life 
Care Consultants.  All students  
achieved credits, and are now 
prepared to provide First Aid 
in emergency situations. 
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STAGE CHALLENGE 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Estelle Rewiri, Shayna Mitchell-Winsor, Kirsten 
Plowman, Te Kirikauri Pene and Carina Stanley 

 

Olivia Buntine, Briar Bayler, Caroline 
Fleming and Amy Roper 

 

Shyvharn Walker, Danielle Duff, Charlotte 
Sutton, Chelsea Baxter, Tessa Morgan, Amrish 

Sumeran and Polly Muir  

Te Kirikauri Pene, Carina Stanley, Kiri 
Coromandel, Danielle Taimana 

 

Tour Group in the ‘Airport Dance’. 
Iris Rolston Dowd, Alice Janssen, Vanessa 

Barclay, Amrisha Sumeran and Keelie Elder 

Drugged up Addiction Dance’. 
Tatiana Te Kowhai, Paremiria Murtagh, Baylie 

Gard and Amber Johnston 
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STAGE CHALLENGE 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Mattress Dance’. 
Aleisha Mitchell, Anna Wilson, Charlotte 

Sutton, Chelsea Baxter and Kelsi McFarlane 
 

‘Drugged up Addiction Dance’. 
Te Maunga Komene and Chan’el 

Tipu-Whata 
 

Air Hostesses in the ‘Airport Dance’ 
Nathalie Macfarlane, Danielle Duff and 

Aroha Hill 
 

Back –Te Maunga Komene, Angela Gilmoure, Sina 
PetersenTe Kirikauri Pene, Crystal Walters, 

Chan’el Tipu-Whata, Kirsten Plowman, Paremiria 
Murtagh  

Everyone getting into it!!!! Chant 
time! 

 


