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From left to right Deputy Principals – Di 
Donnelly and Raewyn Krammer, Deputy 

Head Girl – Taria Ngawhika, Prime 
Minister – John Key, Rotorua MP – Todd 
McClay, Deputy Principal – Di Carter  and 

Head Girl – Katherine Badcock 

Helen Tina receiving her NZEI Scholarship  
from Prime Minister John Key 

 

From left to right 
Prime Minister John Key, Head 
Girl – Katherine Badcock and 

Deputy Head Girl – Taria 
Ngawhika 
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251 Old Taupo Road 
Rotorua    

Ph 348 0156; Fax 346 1269 
Email:  principal@rghs.school.nz 

 Thursday, 26 May 2011 
 
 
 
 
Kia ora koutou katoa 
 
The visit to school by Prime Minister John Key, local MP Todd McClay and Mayor Kevin Winters on the 
last day of Term 1 was obviously enjoyed by all – see photo.  It was a pleasure to showcase our school and 
our students to the Prime Minister. 
 
During the autumn break, we recognized ANZAC Day, when our prefects, student leaders and staff took 
part in the Dawn Parade and the Civic Service; and our 4th Study Tour to China (see story and photo later). 
Represented New Zealand at the ANZAC Dawn Parade in Beijing China, and, our first RECT Role Model 
of 2011, Karamea Ratana left on her Trek to Nepal (see Karamea’s story later). 
 
The first three weeks of Term 2 have seen the completion of our new Performing Arts Complex, quite 
outstanding Term 1 attendance statistics have shown our average attendance up 2% to 89%, and 61% of 
students had greater than 90% attendance. 2010 NCEA data for Rotorua schools shows that Rotorua Girls’ 
High School continues to lead the way (for all ethnic groups), in the percentage, of NCEA Level 1, 2 and 3 
certificates – see story later.  We have also congratulated staff members Helen Tina and Shirley 
Tickelpenny on their great awards (see stories later), and past students Renee Hannah and Shannon 
O’Donnell who are the latest “poster girls” for University of Waikato (see photo later).  Not to be outdone, 
our  Pasifika Group were placed 3rd (with the “Most Valuable Contribution Trophy”) at the recent Waikato / 
Bay of Plenty Pacific Island Competition in Hamilton, with an outstanding performance (see photos and 
story later).  And last week, the Board of Trustees held a very special evening to congratulate our 25 
Rotorua Girls’ High School NCEA Young Scholars for 2011.  Every student had a Grade Point Average 
between 80% and 100%, with Academic Captain, Tessa Morgan, achieving a perfect 100% at Level 2 (see 
story and photo later). 
 
We have appointed Mrs Lesli Eggleston as our Guidance Counsellor and Mrs Rosemary Berge as our 
Social Worker for 2011, and we welcomed then both this week (see story later).  As well we have 
congratulated Ms Jacqui Tyrrell  (HOF of Humanities) on being appointed as Deputy Principal at Kamo 
High School in Whangarei, commencing Term 3 – a well deserved promotion! 
 
I congratulate everyone who has been involved in the many practices during and since the holidays for 
Stage Challenge, Kapahaka, Pasifika and the production of “Seussical”, for all our sports teams, and for 
those who are achieving so well in their NCEA studies. Remember to keep striving to achieve the Merits 
and Excellences!  And finally, I thank so much, our committed staff, both teaching and support, who 
consistently exceed all expectations, and create amazing opportunities for your daughters. Our school is an 
incredibly busy place from early morning to late at night, and certainly we are achieving great outcomes as a 
result. Check out our 2010 Annual Reports which are attached to see the full extent.  Best wishes to you all. 
 
 

 
NEWSLETTER  - POSTED HOME ON THURSDAY, 23 JUNE 2011 
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 CONGRATULATIONS TO  

·  Charissa Rehu and Te Waikamihi Korohina-Ormsby  who both received Rotorua District Council 
Community Awards recently. 

·  Renee Hannah and Shannon O’Donnell (ex RGHS students) as recipients of Sir Edmund Hillary 
Scholarships and for featuring on the University of Waikato Sir Edmund Hillary Scholarship Programme 
Poster which has been released. 

·  Te Paea Ngatai, Stevee Ray Raureti and Tauoteawa Kingi who will represent  Rotorua Girls High School 
at the Bay of Plenty Senior United Nations Assembly on Saturday at Mount Maunganui College  

·  Shannon Fisher who has been selected for a Rotorua Aero Club Scholarship which will introduce her to the 
wonders of flying a microlight plane this weekend. 

·  Kathryn Kohi  who has been named as “Checkout Operator of the Year” for Rotorua Countdown, and next 
week will compete in the Area Level and National Level.  Well done Kathryn  and all the best for the next 
stage! 

·  Dayna McGregor who has been selected in the North Island Volleyball Team to travel to Australia in June. 
We wish her all the best. 

·  Dayna McGregor, Khanum Elisaia and Carina Stanley who have been selected in the Central Bay of 
Plenty Volleyball Team – well done girls. 

·  Jay Law and Tawari Vercoe who have been selected in the Aotearoa Netball Team to compete in the Trans 
Tasman tournament. We wish them good luck for this. 

·  Amber Johnston who has been selected as the L Wear Sportsperson of the Month for March. Amber was 
awarded this for her prowess in Mountain Biking and Duathlons – she is the National Secondary School 
Champion in Cross country in Mountain Biking. She is also a very talented all round athlete. 

·  Elizabeth Randle who has been performing with credit in recent Archery competitions.  Elizabeth is a very 
talented sportsperson and we look forward to hearing more of her successes in the future. 

·  Jody Lickfold  who won all of her events at the recent Bay of Plenty Secondary School Swimming 
Championships – she was the top performer in Freestyle and Backstroke and this competition.  Well done 
Jody! 

 
 
NEW ENROLMENTS 
We welcome the following students who have enrolled at Rotorua Girls’ High School since our last newsletter:  
Year 9 Jessie Garnham, Serena Ratahi 
Year 10 Mereana Herekiuha, Nataylah Jacobs, Jaylene Mclean, Unity Tangimataiti 
Year 11 Raquel Chadwick, Kamaea Flight, Tia Harrison, Neo-Sunny Lomano, Pauline Tuhua 
Year 12 Horiana Clarkin  
�
�

100% ATTENDANCE FOR TERM I – 2011 
Congratulations to the 123 students below who achieved 100% attendance in Term 1. 
HINEMOA: RG1 (H) – Victoria Thompson;  H2 - Paige Fladkjar, Portia Horo, Sina Magele, Hayley 
McDonald, Tanya Morgan;  H3 - Jessica Graham-Bennett��Natalya Nicoll��Estelle Rewiri��Winnie Wildermott ;  
H4 - Isabelle Plaisted;  H5 - Sara Fitton��Liyin Yvonne Long��Charlene Porteous-Watt��Misty Raukawa;  H6 -  
Marianne Tubilla ;  H8 - Alice Janssen��Sheetal Patel;  H9 - Deniz Ozdemir.�
 
KARENGA:  K1 - Cheyenne Crown��Nina Epiha-Rossiter��Waikaremoana Hau-Ransfield��Hinerangi Moore-
Foe�� Chantelle Nicoll�� Aroha Oneroa�� Ada Te Kaawa;  K2 - Amber Kirk �� Irihapeti Moore-Foe�� Terrianne 
Rapana��Tatiana Ruaiti ��Shikyrah Tamiana��Eden West��Phoenix Winiata;  K3 - Sorrento Bockman Rurehe��
Jodie Clapperton��Bailey Lynskey��Shimiah McNicholl;  K4 - Chalamain Cassidy��Te Rina Kingi;  RG3 (K) 
Moerangi Vercoe;  K6 - Darelle Hall;  K7 - Chynne Evans�� Ashley Mountfort �� Iris Rolston-Dowd;  K8 - 
Rashpinder Mann��Kate Walker;  K9 - Jade Littler ��Te Rau Pou��Rovina Prasad��Makyila Tuari . 
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RANGIURU:  RA1 - Grace Bassett��Angela Eiao��Zeta Howden��Jin Lee��Megan Makene��Irihapeti Murtagh ��
Alesha-Del Tane�� Rachael Thompson�� Emma Winiata;  RA2 - Jennifer Bell�� Courtney Cook�� Kanwarpreet 
Kavr Kahlon ��Brie Kinita ��Pauline Qalo��Heenipaea Tukiwaho;  RA4 - Shardae Chase��Fazia Nisha��Antonia 
Stehlin��Charne Taiatini��Dejana-Rae Temple;  RG3 (RA) - Candice Anderson��Briar Bayler ��Sarah Dunn��Ellen 
Goodwin��Dong Hee Katie Lee��Eden Rogers;  RA5 - Rachel Hodge��Nicole (Nikki) Lowe��Soltice Morrison��
Helen Payn��June Uale;  RA6 - Amber Johnston��Louise Sto Domingo;  RA7 - Gisele Foster��Shontelle Jillings-
Slade��Toria Vina ;  RA8 - Su Jeong Leah Kwon��Sylvia Mathew;  RA9 - Charissa Foster��Jennifer Gordula��
Angela Hu��Amanda Lowe��Teneal Peacock��Claudia Plaisted. 
 
RUKUWAI:  RG1 (RK) - Ishanee Illangasinghe��Airi Takahashi ��Hannah Thompson, Georgia Grace, Georgia 
Moberly ;  RK2 - Bianca Hatu��Teagan Rossiter��Petula Simanu;  RK3 - Morgan Akroyd ��Sandra Gubb��Jurnee 
Hannah�� Jackie-Lee Loffley-Wilson�� Nirlap Mann ;  RK4 - Mereana Herekiuha�� Sharne James�� Shaquile 
Woodmass-Simon;  RK5 - Abi Parekura�� India Taylor ;  RK6 - Kirsten Broad�� Tara Moberly �� Dora 
Remmerswaal��Hine-Rotu Taylor��Grace Williams;  RG6 (RK) - Kendyl Keepa-Teddy;  RK8 - Horiana Clarkin ��
Virginia Cook ��Danielle Marie Dy;  RK9 - Zoe Warena. 
�

 
95% ATTENDANCE FOR TERM I – 2011 
Congratulations to the 208 below who achieved 95% + attendance in Term 1. 
HINEMOA: RG1 (H) - Kelsi McFarlane, Amber Prouse-Morris, Bayley Howard, Kirsty Lickfold , Kerenapu 
Winiata-Katting,  Nathalie Macfarlane;  H2 - Alexandra Harper, Marie Poko, Tilya Thompson, Jahnaya 
Taukamo, Te Awhi-Mokai Moore-Foe;  H3 - Ngamoe Morgan, Shavaughan Makela-Angel, Hannah Russell, 
Charnika Tango, Sommer Clendon;  H4 - Bernice Uale, Stevie-Lee Jones, Brittany McNee, Silia Sakalia, Tayla 
Kereopa;  H5 - Shelley Stowers, Michelle Cochrane, Julia Mudrach, Brier-Rose Prouse-Morris, Katie Wilson;  
RG6 (H) - Tayla Delamere, Summer Hellier, Tapita Temara;  H7 - Hannah Calcutt, Shanice Crosbie, Natasha 
Gray-Garney, Charissa Rehu, Tauoteawa Kingi;  H8 - Kimberley Jamieson, Te Arumana Ngamotu, Riley 
Gilbert-Burne ;  H9 - Katie Byrnes, Shannon Puru, Niamh Cameron, Katie Rowland, Colette Waites, Rachelle 
Gordon, Jaina Vallabh, Becky Chan, Shannon Dunn, Jungeun (Jessica) Pak. 
 

KARENGA: K1 - Kelsey-Rose Falwasser�� Crystal Gunn�� Taylar Jacobs�� Chantelle Osborne-Galvin, Carla 
Owen��Reiana Papuni��Lyneir Powell;  K2 - Shaydean Campbell��Veronica Gubb��Shyanne McPhee��Florence 
Ogilvie�� Maddison Ollington�� Micaiah Paul�� Nyxon Stafford;  K3 - Lise-Ann Barrow�� Te Atawhai Curtis��
Natalie Delamare��Ashleigh Hackney��Nikania Marsh��Cheyenne Robson��Morghan Taitoko��Shaye-Lafon Viti��
Akaysha Whakaari;  RG3 (K) - Jodecii Brothers�� Sarah Meynell;  K4 - Josephine Curtis�� Savannah Mohi��
Emma Spencer;  K5 - Lauren Buckley��Jennifer (Jenny) Foggin��Beth Gatens��Stefany (Stef) Newton��Michaela 
Robson��Acacia-Raine (Acacia) Te Pairi��Megan Winter;  K6 - Jayde Pike��Hannah Williams;  K8 - Leanna Hill ��
Maria Iliev ��Muri-Aroha Kingi ��Jody Lickfold ��Emma-Lee Nicholls��Carina Stanley;  K9 - Whaiatua Eparaima��
Shannon (Tui) Hiha�� Taria Ngawhika�� Charlotte Paterson�� Pamela Purdie�� Bernice Puru�� Bianca Taylor��
Shannon-Maria Wiringi . 
 
RANGIURU: RA1 - Bailey Jackson, Selai Rakulu, Kopu Te Riini, Cheyenne Church, Sarah Hakaraia, Rerewa 
Meha, Ashleigh Ralph, Jasmine Tamehana, Shayna Mitchell-Winsor;  RA2 - Reshan Emani, Leilani Muspratt, 
Maraea Te Papa, Rhaxjia Chisnall-Karaitiana, Shannon Havea, Priyesheel Kumar, Shyan Roberts;  RG3 (RA) 
- Olivia Buntine, Caroline Fleming, Sydnee Koia, Charlotte Sutton, Mereraina Hemara, Kate Muller, Nicole 
Bow, Shyvharn Walker;  RA4 - Melissa Goldsmith, Jessica Purden, Karol Krishna, Nahiwi Te Pou, Paige 
Sullivan-Hona;  RA5 - Kataraina Falwasser, Haylee Scholte, Hailey Dean, Teiria Haimona-Wharepapa, Greer 
Murray, Kim Mizziana Paras, Hinepau Peka;  RA6 - Baylie Gard, Kendyl Cassidy, Eden Donovan, Frances 
Draper, Makarena Edwards, Shannen Fisher, Toni Katipa, Ashley McCall-Hale, Paige Peacock, Rahera 
Rauwhero, Elisha Simon-Wharepapa, Diandra Punivalu;  RG6 (RA) - Maioha Tait, Oriana Ruru ;  RA7 - 
Darryl Taylor, Kiri Coromandel, Isla Ross, Wanda Stellingwerf;  RA8 - Courtney Rickard, Cassandra 
Woodhouse, Brooke Thompson;  RA9 - Chelsea Baxter, Te Maunga (Mysti) Komene, Hyunuk Shin, Angela 
Gilmoure, Deepinder Mann, Tessa Morgan, Geraldine Swart, Rinel van der Spuy, Danielle Cochrane. 
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RUKUWAI:  RG1 (RK) - Chevaania Karaka-Aramakutu, Mahinaarangi Vercoe;  RK2 - Teresa Goldsmith;  
RK3 - Annalise Hannah, Tina Hemsley, Sasha Nahu, Elizabeth Randle, Lyric Ratahi, Jahnte Walker;  RK4 - 
Andrea Fenton, Frankii Horne, Juanita Ned, Ngarangi Timihou-Tepapa, Jessica Wilson;  RK5 - Sharelle 
Abbott , Shaniele Colbert, Mikayla Law , Helen Talbot, Wairata Warbrick ;  RK6 - Keelie Elder, Anne Purdie, 
Sonya Rolston, Kassedy Taitoko, Anna Wilson;  RK7 - Vanessa Barclay, Hannah Redmond, Kody Ann Taylor;  
RK8 - Sarah Hunapo, Samantha Kiff, Anahera Nukunuku, Losaline Taufa, Crystal Walters;  RK9 - Katherine 
Badcock, Holly Brown, Hasani Kannangara, Jay Law, Tamar Mareroa, Kerry McNamara-Spackman , Haley 
Nelson, Ashwini Pillay, Amrisha Sumeran. 
 
 
90% ATTENDANCE FOR TERM I- 2011 
Congratulations to the 153 students below who gained 90 to 95% attendance in Term 1. 
HINEMOA: RG1 (H) - Taisha Gorman, Fionnuala Wright, Sydnee Murray, Anahera Parata;  H2 - Helena 
Hapeta, Kai-Leigh Williams;  H3 - Creedance Hunapo, Georgia Haslam, Aaliyah Wiringi-Hudson, Paige 
Adlam, Hayley Bird;  H4 - Althea Micah Obuyes, Jamie McCormack, Clarissa Winkleman, Chantay Beattie, 
Parichat Tabpramool; RG4 - Maria Raki ;   H5 - Shenequa Stewart, Maggie Rumbal, Stephanie Winiata, Sky 
Gotz-Tier, Rebekah Pratt, Sjaani Stanley;  H6 - Malia Sakalia, Mieke Clarricoats, Angalie Dulon Barre, 
Ariana Perfect, Anahere Karaka;  RG6 (H) - Tyla McMahon, Shanrae Morrison;  H7 - Areta Bell, Nicole 
Tildesley, Shisana-Rose Timothy, Emma Middleton;  H8 - Holly Davis, Ngahuia Hona-Paku, Margaret Huta, 
Laleyna Vail, Natisha Dahya, Danielle Taimana;  H9 - Melanie Gerrard, MarshA Marsh, Aleisha Aldcroft, 
Marjorie Maniapoto, Polly Muir . 
 
KARENGA:  K1 -  Robyn Leef, Celeste Bishop-Wiperi;  K2 - TylaMay Mutlow, Teawawhakawhitirua Gerrard-
Nicholas;  K3 -  Deborah Reed, Georjah Tansey, Angela Devenport, Kelci Gibson-Curreen ;  K4 - Rawinia 
Ropiha, Courtney-Anne Anderson, Paris Pene-Tata, Narelle Roach;  K5 - Marcia Tukiri ;  K6 - Waimarie 
Jenner;  K7 - Emma Campbell, Casey Smith, Kohi-Rai Komene, Te Ahorangi Paterson-Beazley;  K8 - Nina 
Massonne, Mamaeroa Merito, Sharni Jones;  K9 - Hannah Smith, Danielle Wharerau, Shantelle Thompson, 
Brooke Wiringi . 
 
RANGIURU:  RA1 - Savannah Aldworth, Simone Keen;  RA2 - Starzche Tango, Monik Megha Dhaya, Tupou 
Niupalau, Taryn Scholte, Joan-Maree Tukiwaho, Lyrics Huriwai; RG3 (RA) - Riana De Thierry, Samantha 
Demelza Moore, Kellee Fisher, Amy Roper, Halee Smith;   RA5 - Blair Moke, Hazel Villaranda, Cerys Tarr, 
April Tipu-Whata, Kirsten Plowman, Samantha (Sammi) Sansom;  RA6 - Emmy-Lou Mabey, Talia 
Tukiwaho, Sharnese Tutara, Samantha Grace, Elizabeth Purdie, Aneia Whakaari, June Wildermott;  RA7 - 
Danni Armstrong. Gabrielle Sayer, Jhorgia Manley, Sian Smith-Teddy;  RA8 - Cyreen Newton, Bonnie 
Collins, Tia-Hine Earle, Thyla Taitimu;  RA9 - Levi Emery, Azaria Houia, Joanna Marie Villaranda, Rachelle 
Mountfort, Sakura Muto, Rebecca Henry, Jessica Homan, Meriana Tamati. 

 
RUKUWAI:  RG1 (RK) - Jaedyn Robinson, Shontayia Te Riini, Imogen Wara;  RK2 - Pania Nahu, 
Tepumanawa-o-Rongomai Paora;  RK3 - Joelle Blackburn, Alexandra Hill, Savarna Jukich, Rhiannon Kiel-
Pirika, Samantha Scowen;  RK4 - Charmaine Merito;  RG3 (RK) - Deniqua Gelissen, Tamara Pardoe;  RK5 -  
Frankie-Marie Barnett, Kelsey Brown, Kaya Sparke, Tui Tipuna, Brooke Waerea, Erika Widsten;  RK6 - 
Alysha Carlin, Maree-Aroha Cleaver, Alisher Morgan;  RK7 - Stevie-Lee Hunia, Daynah Sperry;  RK9 - Lisa 
Boyle, Gabriella Kendall, Sina Petersen, Sam Sutton, Sarah Verran, Chanel Whyte. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE SUMMARY FOR  TERM I, 2011 
····  Term 1 attendance data is looking more positive for 2011 with an overall attendance of 89%. In 2010 it was 87% 

and in 2009 it was 85%. A steady 2% rise each year. 
····  A positive spin has been the decline of students with under 50% attendance. In 2011 it was 12 compared to 24 in 

2010 and 62 in 2009. 
····  120 students had 100% attendance which is an increase from previous years, even though it was an 11 week 

term. In 2010 there were 114 with a 9 week term in 2009 there were 102 with an 11 week term and in 2008 there 
were 97 with an 11 week term. 
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····  61% of students achieved a 90% attendance or better. This is up from 55% in 2010 and 50% in 2009. 
····  The efforts of students, whanau teachers and deans this term has been reflected in these attendance figures. With 

continued effort from all including parents these figures will remain high for the rest of the year and our NCEA 
attainment figures will also reflect this. 

 
Average of % Attendance House  

Level Hinemoa Karenga Rangiuru Rukuwai Grand Total 
9 92 93 94 96 94 
10 89 85 93 91 89 
11 86 84 91 89 88 
12 88 85 85 87 87 
13 87 86 90 86 87 

Grand Total 88 87 91 89 89 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Average of % Attendance 

 
Hinemoa % Karenga % Rangiuru % Rukuwai % 
H2 91 K1 93 RA1 95 RK2 95 
H3 92 K2 92 RA2 94 RK3 92 
H4 85 K3 89 RA4 90 RK4 89 
H5 87 K4 79 RA5 91 RK5 87 
H6 83 K5 87 RA6 92 RK6 91 
H7 87 K6 80 RA7 87 RK7 85 
H8 89 K7 85 RA8 83 RK8 90 
H9 87 K8 86 RA9 90 RK9 86 
  K9 86     
RG1 96      96 
RG3    99  95  92 
RG6 88  83  86  85 
Grand Total 88  87  91  89 
 

Term 1 2011 Attendance
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 Percentage and Number of Female NCEA Certificates  
achieved at Rotorua Schools (by Ethnicity) in 2010 

 
NCEA 

Certificates 
Achieved 

by Ethnicity 

Rotorua Girls’ 
High School 
 
%        No. 

John Paul 
College 
 
%  No. 

Western Heights 
High School 
 
%       No. 

Rotorua Lakes 
High School 
 
%   No. 

 
Total 

 
No. 

 
Maori 

 
51%     207 

 
5%        20 

 
36%     145 

 
8%  31 

 
403 

 
Asian 

 
43%      34 

 
34%      27 

 
17%      14 

 
6%         5 

 
80 

 
Pasifika 

 
44%      12 

 
26%      7 

 
30%       8 

 
0%          0 

 
27 

 
European 

 
26%     118 

 
31%      139 

 
33%     151 

 
10%        45 

 
453 

 
Total 

Numbers 

 
39%     371 

 
20%      193 

 
33%     318 

 
8%          81 

 
963 

 
What Does This Table Tells Us About 2010 NCEA Achievement 

·  39% of all female certificates in NCEA Levels 1, 2 and 3 at Rotorua schools were achieved at 
Rotorua Girls High School. 

·  51% certificates achieved by Maori girls in Rotorua were from girls at Rotorua Girls’ High School. 
·  44% of certificates achieved by Pasifika girls in Rotorua were from girls at Rotorua Girls’ High 

School. 
·  43% of certificates achieved by Asian girls in Rotorua were girls at Rotorua Girls’ High School. 
·  26% of certificates achieved by European girls in Rotorua were girls at Rotorua Girls’ High School. 
·  371 of the 963 NCEA certificates gained in Rotorua by females were achieved at Rotorua Girls’ 

High School. 
·  More Female NCEA Level 1, 2 and 3 Certificates were gained at Rotorua Girls’ High School than at 

any other Rotorua school. 
·  Just on 2 out of every 5 Female NCEA Certificates achieved in Rotorua were gained by students at 

Rotorua Girls’ High School 
 
THESE ARE FANTASTIC RESULTS. WELL DONE TO ALL THE GIRLS AT RGHS. 
 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES VACANCIES 
Due to the recent resignations of Brian McLean and Doug Banham from the BOT, the BOT is looking to 
co-opt two new members to fill these positions.  As a board, we support the development of programmes 
and facilities within the school to offer improved opportunities for the students. As a board member you 
have the opportunity to work with a team of people who share an interest in the outcomes for all the students 
at RGHS.  
 
If you are interested in becoming a BOT member, or would like more information about this role, please 
contact BOT Chair Kathy O’Donnell  3666827 or 012346873, or Principal Annette Joyce.  
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JUNIOR REPORTS AND PROGRESS DISCUSSIONS 
Junior Report and Progress Discussions 
With this newsletter you will receive your daughters report and an appointment form if she is in Year 9 or 
10. Please look at this report with your daughter and discuss it fully with her. Write up some goals that both 
of you agree are achievable for the rest of the year. Make sure those goals are SMART goals: 
S - Successful 
M   - Measurable 
A   - Achievable 
R    - Realistic 
T    - Time (meaning they can be achieved in the time frame set). 
 
The Report Evening is set for Wednesday, 8 June from 2.30pm to 5.00pm in the ARENA. Please come to 
the front foyer of the ARENA where you will be greeted by Senior students and shown to the teachers you 
are wanting to meet. Make sure that your daughter takes the Appointment Sheet to school to get times for 
meetings from the teachers involved. 
 
We want you to come along and discuss your daughter’s progress. We encourage you to bring your daughter 
with you.  If you have any queries please contact Mrs Di Carter  - Curriculum Deputy Principal – at school. 
 
 
ACCOUNTS REMINDER 
Please note that Year 9 and Year 10 student accounts are enclosed with this newsletter and Year 11, Year 12 and Year 
13 student accounts have been given to your daughter today. 
 
The Stationery General and Subject Fees are compulsory and were due to be paid in the first term.  These are now 
overdue and should be paid as soon as possible. 
 
 
THE PRIME MINISTER’S VISIT ON FRIDAY, 15 APRIL 2011  
On Friday, 15 April 2011, we were very fortunate to have John Key – New Zealand’s Prime Minister - visit Rotorua 
Girls’ High School.  Mr Key  spoke to our students about having ‘Choices’ in life and to make sure they choose 
wisely especially when considering smoking or drinking alcohol. Students and staff were all impressed with his words 
and the interest he showed in them and the school.   
 
Mr Key  also spent time answering questions from Year 13 students regarding his portfolio, interest on student loans 
and his ties. 
 
Mr Key  also presented Mrs Helen Tina (Teacher Aide) with her New Zealand Educational Institute Scholarship 
which she had received to allow her to learn sign language.  We congratulate Helen on her achievement and were 
thrilled that the Prime Minister could present her with her Scholarship. 
 
Hopefully, he will return later in the year. 
 
 
NEW STAFF AT THE WELLNESS CENTRE 

 
 
We welcome the following new staff members to the Wellness Centre:  
Lesli Eggleston (left) as Guidance Counsellor and Rose Berge (right) as 
Social Worker. 
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ANNUAL RAUKURA AWARDS  
Recently, the Board of Trustees held our Annual Board Staff Dinner as one of the first functions in the Nina Hogan 
Memorial Hall, to celebrate the school successes during 2010. 
 
During the evening, six staff scholarships worth $12,000 were announced: 
·  Jackie Smith To attend a National English Conference 
·  Clare Morgan To attend a National English Conference 
·  Sue Wilson To attend a National English Conference 
·  Trish Shirley To attend a National Mathematics Conference 
·  Janet Cornes Support Towards a Graduate Diploma in Computing and Technology 
·  Charlotte Hazlett To accompany RGHS students to Cornwall in November / December 2011 
 
and 9 staff were recognized with Raukura Awards: 
·  Tui McCaull “Manawanui” (generous hearted) Award  
·  Rana Motu “Student Teacher and Teacher of the Year” Award 
·  Hancine Samvelyan “Resurrecting IT” Award 
·  Deb Martis “Tour de France – oops! Sunset Road” Award 
·  Liz Pitman “RSFYP Driver of the Year” Award 
·  Nga Daley “Caretaker of the Year” Award 
·  Stella Bailey-Nairn “Archivist Extraordinaire” Award 
·  Geoff Cleveland “Walking Historian of the Year” Award 
·  Haley Hodge “The Backstage, Tourism and Rugby Guru of the Year” Award 
 
The Board also acknowledged significant awards and events for : 
·  Ngaire Lee -  our Sports Co-ordinator  
·  Shirley Tickelpenny - Wellness Centre Co-ordinator 
·  Brian McLean - Retiring  Board of Trustees member 
 
The evening concluded with Kareoke, and was unanimously declared a great success by all staff who were present. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recipients of the 2011 Raukura Awards 
 

From left to right 
Back Row:  Haley Hodge, Stella Bailey-Nairn, Nga Daley, Deb Martis, Hancine Samvelyan, Liz Pitman 

Front Row:  Geoff Cleveland, Tui McCaull, Rana Motu 
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ACROSS THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL S’  DESKS  
Term 2 and Term 3 Uniform 
We remind students and families that black stockings and black shoes are to be worn with the uniform during Terms 
2 and 3. Boots are not part of the uniform. 
 
 
ROTORUA ENROLLED NURSE OF THE YEAR AWARD  
On Wednesday, 11 May, Raewyn Krammer and Di Donnelly had the pleasure of accompanying Mrs Shirley 
Tickelpenny, our Wellness Centre Co-ordinator, to the Lakes District Health Board Annual Awards Ceremony, as 
she had been nominated for the “Enrolled Nurse of the Year Award”.  It was a huge thrill when Shirley was 
announced as the 2011 Enrolled Nurse of the Year. 
 
The following is the citation that was read to Shirley when she received the award: 
“She has a compassionate and non-judgemental approach and is loved by many.  She is an extremely competent 
Enrolled Nurse who excels in her clinical practice and works well with aligned colleagues.  She works tirelessly in her 
position and not only looks after her clients but also staff.  She lives our 
school values of Caring/Compassion and Competence.   
 
She is a very stable rock in crisis management.  She is honest, 
professional, supportive, humble, with 
 integrity and a ready access to outside community agencies that she has 
built up over her lifetime living in Rotorua.  She has energy, enthusiasm 
and ideas that are enriching.  She is a unique and treasured staff 
member”. 
 
Congratulations to Shirley Tickelpenny - the “Enrolled Nurse of the 
Year”!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROTORUA DISTRICT COUNCIL COMMUNITY AWARDS  
On Thursday, 28 April 2011, Charissa Rehu and Te Wakamahi Korohina-Ormsby 
received Rotorua District Council Community Awards.   
 
Charissa achieved hers for her national and international achievement in Martial Arts. 
Charissa has received a team gold for New Zealand against Australia and will compete at 
international level again in New South Wales in September.   
 
She is a Karate specialist who has won many medals in regional martial arts events. 
 

 
 
Te Wakamihi achieved her award for her national and international achievement in 
choral music.  She is a member of the New Zealand Secondary Schools Choir which came 
second in the world choral event in 2010.  She has been appointed as its cultural leader for 
2011.  She has performed in public for several years and has shown versatility across 
classical to popular genres.  She also was a recipient of a 2010 Sir Howard Morrison 
Scholarship which saw her receive tuition from Dame Malvina Major and she is a leader 
in the Rotorua Girls’ High School Maori Choir and received a RECT Role Model 
Scholarship in 2010. 

From left to right – Deryck Shaw, Chair of the 
Lakes District Health Board, Shirley Tickelpenny, 

and Gary Lees Director of Nursing 
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EXTENSION CAROUSEL AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMME FOR YEAR 8 STUDENTS AT LOCAL 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS 
During Term 2, Rotorua Girls High School is offering an Extension Carousel After School programme for Year 8 
students from our local Intermediate Schools.   

 
The aim of the extension programme is to enable your Year 8 students to experience 
life at Rotorua Girls’ High School and to have the opportunity to extend and develop 
their understanding in one of the following subjects: English/Drama, Mathematics, 
Science, Humanities, Art, Drama or Kapahaka.  The Extension programme runs for 
one hour each Monday, from 3.30 pm – 4.30 pm at Rotorua Girls High School.  
Interested students need to make their own way to and from the school. 
 
The Carousel will run for eight weeks this term.  The first session began on Monday, 
16 May and will run to Monday, 13 June 2011.  Students will then be able to change 
their extension subjects in the second half of the term running from Monday, 20 June 
to Monday, 11 August 2011. 

 
A further carousel covering other subject areas will run during Term 4. 
 
If your Year 8 daughter is interested in joining this programme please contact Mrs Raewyn Krammer (Enrolment 
Deputy Principal) for further details.                                                     -  Raewyn Krammer  
 
�

YOUTH TO EVEREST TREK – 2011 
On April 19, during the recent school holidays, I set off on an 18 day adventure to Nepal along with 12 other New 
Zealand school students.  Exiting Kathmandu Airport, straight away we were faced by the continuous beeping of 
horns and the grey haze of pollution. 
 
We spent 12 days in the mountains, where we helped plant 600 trees, which 
was a great achievement and an awesome contribution to the  
re-establishment of the conifer forests. We trekked to just over 4000m above 
sea-level (Mt Aoraki-3754m)  In the village of Khumjung at 3971m we visited 
the school and the hospital which Sir Edmund Hillary built. 
 
It wasn’t until we reached Deboche, that we got our first glimpse of Everest, 
one early morning from the dining room window. 
 
In Pangboche we sat and gazed at the 360° view of mountains, Ama Dablam to 
the right and the peak of Everest behind the Lhotse hills directly ahead of us. It 
was an extraordinary setting. 
 
We were blessed by Lama Geshe who also prayed to Buddha for us. It was a humbling and memorable experience. 
 
Learning about the culture and religion of the Nepalese people truly opened my mind and I have come to understand 
and appreciate their way of living. No words will ever be able to sum up this trip. It was simply indescribable. 
Something an individual would have to experience themselves to truly understand.  
 
The best thing about the trip was the people I met. The Sherpas were awesome and have made a huge impact on my 
life. I made amazing life-long friends and life-long memories. 
 
My thanks to everyone who supported me in this trek of a life time.  It has been a life changing opportunity. 

-  Karamea Ratana – Year 13 
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�
BULLYING STATISTICS AT RGHS  
With the recent media and political attention on incidences of bullying in schools, it is worthwhile looking at how 
RGHS students have responded to questions on bullying in student surveys covering the years 1999 to 2009.  Students 
will complete this survey again in early term 2.  The 4 percentages below each statement are the replies from 1999 – 
2001 – 2003 - 2009.  The percentage below the box shows the degree of ‘satisfaction’ in 2009 i.e. the tota of ‘usually’ 
and ‘always’ in 2009. 
 
 
4. In the school  grounds -   
I never feel safe in the  
school grounds 

I hardly ever feel safe in 
the  school grounds 

I usually feel safe in the  
school grounds 

I always feel safe in the  
school grounds 

2% 4% 2% 1% 25% 10% 6% 3% 44% 50% 46% 42% 29% 36% 46% 53% 
                        95% 
 
25. My self-confidence       
I always have confidence 
in myself 

I usually have confidence 
in myself 

I hardly ever have 
confidence in myself 

I never have confidence in 
myself 

16% 15% 19% 36% 56% 49% 53% 47% 23% 30% 23% 13% 6% 6% 5% 3% 
                        83% 
 
28. My ability    
I think I’m not clever  at 
all  

I think I’m not very clever I think I’m quite clever I think I’m very clever 

7% 4% 4% 4% 33% 33% 32% 22% 52% 55% 55% 63% 8%  8% 9% 11% 
                        74% 
 
30.  Joining in   
I never feel left out of 
things 

I hardly ever feel left out 
of things 

I usually feel left out of 
things 

I always feel left out of 
things 

23% 21% 29% 36% 49% 49% 52% 44% 23% 23% 16% 16% 5% 7% 3% 4% 
                 80% 
 
33.  Being bullied   
I never get bullied I hardly ever get bullied I sometimes get bullied I get bullied a lot  
39% 52% 56% 63% 19% 24% 27% 20% 22% 18% 12% 14% 20% 6% 5% 3% 
       83% 
 
34.  Bullying others        
       Remember, no-one who knows you will identify your answer 
I bully others all the time  I often bully others I hardly ever bully others I never bully others 
10% 3% 3% 1% 17% 10% 5% 3% 29% 34% 29% 23% 44% 53% 63% 73% 
                       96% 
 
36.  Making friend s  
I find it easy to make 
friends 

I usually find it easy to 
make friends 

I usually find it hard to 
make friends 

I always find it hard to 
make friends 

26% 32% 40% 52% 36% 46% 45% 37% 27% 17% 11% 8% 11% 5% 4% 3% 
       89% 
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37.  How I behave in class (my view) 
       How would you describe your behaviour in class 

Bad Mostly bad Mostly good Good 
4% 3% 3% 1% 11% 10% 8% 4% 57% 61% 61% 50% 28% 27% 28% 45% 
                       95% 
 
38. How I behave in class (teachers’ views) 
       How do you think teachers would describe your behaviour in class? 

Bad Mostly bad Mostly good Good 
3% 4% 3% 1% 12% 9% 13% 5% 59% 61% 61% 54% 26% 26% 23% 40% 
                        94% 
 
39. How I behave at home (my view) 
       How would you describe your behaviour at home? 

Bad Mostly bad Mostly good Good 
4% 4% 3% 2% 12% 10% 12% 9% 56% 53% 52% 52% 28% 33% 33% 37% 
                        89% 
 
40. How I behave at home (Mum or Dad’s view) 
     (think of whoever mainly looks after you – Dad, Mum, Grandparent, Aunt, Sister, Brother 
       How do you think Mum/Dad or whoever looks after you would describe your 
        behaviour at home? 

Bad Mostly bad Mostly good Good 
3% 5% 4% 4% 24% 14% 13% 13% 51% 53% 53% 48% 22% 28% 30% 36% 
                        84% 
 
42.  Planning my future  
I plan to leave school as 
soon as I can – at 16  

I plan to  stay at secondary school until I 
am 17 or 18 but not to go on with 
education after that 

I plan to go on to tertiary education 
(polytech, university or wananga) after 
leaving school 

13% 9% 7% 7% 24% 16% 15% 17% 63% 75% 78% 76% 
                      93% 
 
Points of interest: 

1. The data for each question clearly shows that students over the last 10 years feel they have gained in self 
confidence and believe in themselves more, they bully/get bullied less, make more friends, behave better, and 
are making better choices about their future.  The school has become a much safer place over the past 10 
years. 

2. It is of interest that the impressive percentage changes occurred from 2003 to 2009 (the years of our 
involvement in the Te Kotahitanga Project, the years of massive improvements in maori leaver data and the 
years of steady improvement in our teaching staff workload). 

 
 
RGHS & RBHS JOINT PRODUCTION OF THE MUSCIAL “SEUSSI CAL”  
See the flyer enclosed with this newsletter. 
 
“Seussical” is coming to Rotorua Girls’ High School and is to be performed in 
the new upgraded Performing Arts Centre.  It is based around the Dr Seuss 
books. 
 
The cast is fantastic, the orchestra is fabulous and the back drop and costumes 
are magnificent. Come and watch this wonderful show which is on from 
Monday, 20 June to Saturday, 25 June. 
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There are  

·  Five Matinees - starting at 10.00am from Monday to Friday and the cost is $2.00 
·  Six Evening Performances - starting at 7.00pm and the cost is $6.00 for students and $12.00 for adults and 

$30.00 for a family concession  
·  Tickets can be purchased from the school’s accounts office.  

 
Mrs Trask  is also working with the Seussical cast choreographing the fun dances that will feature in the show. The 
cast is a bubbly, energetic group of students who are excited about this year’s musical.  
 
 
INFORMATION PACKAGE FOR JUNIOR SCHOOL FROM 29 NOVEM BER TO FRIDAY 2 DECEMBER 
EOTC (Education outside the Classroom) Programmes at the end of the year are for all Year 9 and Year 10 students.  
Students will receive a letter and booklet about this programme at a special assembly to be held on Friday, 27 May.  
Students chose ONE activity and pay the deposit to the main office by Friday, 24 June 2011. 
 
This year there will be twelve activities: 
1.  Galloping Gannets - a trip to Napier 
2.  Wacky Wellington - a trip to Wellington and Picton 
3.  Ohope - a learn to surf programme 
4.  Mauri Ora - programme based around Maori Culture, staying on site at school (Marae) – includes Maori 

Performance and waka ama 
5.  Art - painting and sculpture based at school with a trip to Hamilton 
6.  Sportacular - a programme based around sports including swimming, trampoline and mountain biking  
7.  H2GO - a programme based around water including rafting, kayaking and waka ama 
8.  Master Chef - a programme based around a cooking competition 
9.  Hair Fashion and Nails - a fashion programme based at school 
10  GOFFA team - enterprise helping with the repairs, maintenance and gardening at school 
11.  Community Service team programme a programme based on supporting others in the community 
12  Junior volleyball team – a specialist programme for selected students 
 
 
“TRUANTS BUSTED ON TWITTER”  
This was a headline from the Daily Post, last Saturday, referring to students apparently posting  / updating / 
commenting on Facebook and Twitter during class time, including comments on wagging and personal comments on 
teachers / other students.  Are you, as a parent, aware of what your daughter is doing / saying on social networks? 
 
Parents and students need to be aware that Rotorua Girls’ High School will take such comments that have association 
with our school, very seriously.  We have a clear policy re non-use of mobile phones / technology devices during class 
times.  We encourage students to use their devices before school, at interval, lunch and after school and have no desire 
to prohibit these devices from school.  But everyone must learn to use the new technologies wisely.  And parents must 
be aware of what and where their daughters are posting material.  If it is in the public domain, parents need to take 
responsibility for any consequences. 
 
Some of our students have also become involved in posting “planking” photography in public domains on Facebook.  
Again this is an area where parents need to be aware of the extent of their daughter’s involvement, and of safety 
issues. 
 
Our school counselor / social worker / deans / deputy principals and myself are very happy to discuss these issues 
with you and / or your daughter. 
 
I do believe that many students just need to be reminded about “reasonable bounds”, and I have done that in 
Assembly.  I do ask that every parent does the same. 
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LEADING THE LEARNING  
RAISING EXCELLENCE IN THE MATHEMATICS FACULTY 

 
Meet the Team 
This year, we welcome two new members of staff to the Maths Faculty, being the new Head of Faculty, Ms Helen 
Adams, and a new full-time Maths Specialist, Mrs Helen Baldwin. Both originate from the U.K. and both have 
worked in schools in New Zealand before arriving at Rotorua Girls’ High School. We also welcome back Mrs Clare 
Slater, who was on maternity leave last year.  
 
Together with Mrs Mary McLay, Mrs Trisha Shirley, Mrs Ann Wang  and Mrs Michelle James, this makes up the 
faculty of seven maths teachers. 
 
Aims of the Mathematics Faculty 

·  We aim to give every girl an equal chance of achievement in Mathematics.  
Each student in years 9 and 10 will cover the same basic work and will sit the same basic test. More able 
students will be extended and challenged to master merit and excellence level skills in each topic. Courses 
from years 11 to 13 will be tailored to meet the ability and needs of individual students. 

·  We aim to raise the level of achievement in Mathematics. 
Girls who are able mathematically will be encouraged to perform at the merit and excellence level and will 
be coached to do so in their classes. Students in years 9 and 10 are being given regular practice in mastering 
the key skills of numeracy. 

This Month’s High Achievers 
Level 1 
Apply Transformation Geometry:  
Merit:     Rawinia Phillips- Smith, Blair Moke, India Taylor  
 
Use the statistical enquiry cycle to investigate bivariate numerical data: 
Merit:    Toni Katipa,Tatiana Wharerau, Hannah Brons, Kavita Budhia, Alysha Carlin, Paremiria  
  Murtagh, Kim Mizziana Paras, Acacia Te Pairi, Jessica Brown, Lauren Buckley, Tara  
  Moberly, Erika Widsten, Anna Wilson 
Excellence:  Sam Grace 
 
Apply numeric reasoning in solving problems: 
Merit:  Kirsten Broad, Kaitlin Cotton, Abi Parekura, Elizab eth Purdie  Dora Remmerswaal, India  
  Taylor, Leilani Laupua , Crystal McPhee, Brooke Waerea 
 
Level 2 
Select a sample and use this to make an inference about the population:  
Merit:  Mamaeroa Merito, Kate Walker, Danni Armstrong, Vanessa Barclay, Mikaela Hawke, Jody 
  Lickfold, McKaela Nicholas, Nicole Pakau, Carina Stanley, Yukako Tanaka 
Excellence: Briony Forrest, Gisele Foster, Natasha Gray-Garney, Rashpinder Mann, Leanna Hill 
 
Level 3 
Use a mathematical model involving curve fitting to solve a problem: 
Merit:  Katherine Badcock, Holly Brown, Rachelle Gordon, Jessica Pak 
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Mathematical Highlights  
1. World Maths Day 1 March 2011 

 Tuesday, 1 March marked World Maths Day. Students got involved in this international 
event through answering Maths questions on-line in competition with other students from 
around the world. 
 
In total there were 38 classes and 721 students who took part in the competition. Rotorua 
Girls’ High School students answered a staggering 109,154 questions correctly!  
 
Several classes also had the opportunity to go to the old gym and play Maths Mind. They 
had to run around the gym collecting Maths questions and answer them as quickly and accurately as possible. 
See below for photo of the event. 
 

2. National Bank Maths Competition 6 April 2011 
Girls from Years 9 to 11 were encouraged to take part in this national 
mathematics competition.  
In all 36 girls took part. We are still waiting on the results which are due to be 
released in term 3. 

 
3. Census at school New Zealand 2 May 2011 

Census at school is “a nationwide survey for year 5 – 13 students 
which provides real, relevant data and classroom activities to 
enhance statistical enquiry across the curriculum”. Each year 
every school in New Zealand is encouraged to participate. The 
girls at RGHS will be completing an on-line survey during their 
maths lessons over the coming 6 weeks and their information 
will make up part of the national data. 

 
4. Certificate in Mathematical Achievement 

Students of Mathematics will have the opportunity to receive a Certificate in 
Mathematical Achievement and their names will be added to the Mathematical Roll 
of Honour. Congratulations to those girls who have already gained one or more 
certificates. 

 
5. Useful Websites 

There are several websites that may be helpful for girls to look at 
from time to time in order to improve their mathematical 
understanding. 

 www.mymaths.co.uk         
 Username: shatin  Password: circle 
 This site is useful for all year levels and provides an   
 interactive way to learn and practice new mathematical  skills.  
 www.studyit.org.nz      
 This site is useful for students in years 11 to 13 and it provides excellent 
 support  for NCEA levels 1 to 3. There are practice and past papers and 
 links to  other useful sites 
 
6. A Mathematical Challenge 

Many of you may have seen the famous Magic Square whereby you have a 3 
by 3 square and have to fill in numbers 1 to 9 so that each row, column and 
diagonal add to the same total.  Here is an extension to that old favourite, see 
if you can work it out.  
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CHINA – 15 DAYS IN APRIL 2011 
So long awaited - then 15 incredibly busy days and suddenly we’re back in Rotorua. What was it all about? 
 
A great farewell with parents in the bus bay and Mita Mohi’s  lovely words and blessing sent us on our way at 
4.30pm, Thursday, 14 April 2011.  Three hours later, we’re at Auckland Airport – handing out tickets and passports – 
“has your bag got name labels – have you completed your leaving card – what’s duty fee mean – what did your bag 
weigh” – and suddenly family and whanau are farewelled and we’re through Immigration with only minor hassles. 
 
Air New Zealand looked after us very well on a very full flight and several meals later we’re landing in Shanghai.  
Frank is there to meet us and it’s the Maglew Train travelling at 431 km/hr  for 7 minutes to get up in to the city.  
We’re quickly booked into our hotel, rooms sorted, all changed and away we go in our lovely air conditioned coach 
complete with Frankie, our great Tour Guide. 
 
Shanghai is something else – incredibly designed buildings – amazing landscapes of modern buildings that have 
incredible interiors and basements as well.  The Huang Pu River can be bridged, boated over and travelled under. By 
night it becomes a kaleidoscope of colour and shapes that continually change as you view them from different angles.   
From the TV Tower, we look down on a brand new world, and then travel into the bowels of the earth to see Shanghai 
as it was 100 – 200 – 300 years earlier.  Queing in the sun to see the Shanghai 2010 Expo Building left us very hot, 
but that was quickly forgotten as we viewed amazing new technologies …..    Their ever growing motorway system 
with colour coding to show where concentrations of traffic are, enables our driver to get us from Hotel to Suzhou very 
easily and quickly.  We flew to X’ian and spent time with the Tenacotta Warriors – an extremely humbling experience 
to realize how the 7 tribes of China came together under an amazing ruler, and within 15 years of his death the 
dynasty he had created was completely destroyed. 
 
The overnight train and our wee bunks was a different experience and then we were at our sister school at Taiyuan 
with the girls experiencing a homestay experience in Chinese homes.  Our performance in Taiyuan was received very 
well. 
 
Too quickly we were boarding a fast train to Beijing, and three hours later we had arrived (normally a 12 hour 
overnight train!). 
 
Again Frank was there to meet us, and we were quickly settled into our hotel.  The Great Wall (the walk down was 
with some of us for days!) and then the New Zealand Ambassador’s Residence to practise for ANZAC Day.  Carl 
Worker  – our New Zealand Ambassador – and his wife and staff were quite superb and fed us as well.  It was a very 
early morning (leaving from the hotel in Number 1’s by 4.30am) but it was all worth it, the girls performed superbly, 
and were congratulated afterwards by many ambassadors present at the service.  Our choir sang the Australian 
National Anthem beautifully (and knew the words of the second verse better than the Australian Ambassador!)  After 
the “Gunfire” breakfast the girls sang again much to the delight of all the ex pats present. 
 
Shopping took over in the last two days in between the beautiful Summer Palace, the Kung Fu Show, Tianamen 
Square and the Forbidden City. 
 
Suddenly it is Thursday, 28 April and we’re on our Air New Zealand flight home, arriving in the early hours of Friday 
morning with the pilot specially congratulating us on our trip and welcoming us home. 
 
Rotorua, families, gifts and presents for all.  Home, the smell, the green grass, blue sky, clean air space and familiar 
faces.  We’ve seen and experienced so much, learnt and seen another way of life, experienced living in a very 
different environment, 8 of the 11 students want very much to go back to Taiyuan and learn Chinese but that’s another 
opportunity.  Now we will just glory in being home with family.  We know how lucky we are to live as we do in 
Rotorua New Zealand with all its amazing opportunities.  Special thanks to all the families and supporters who 
enabled us all to have this experience. 
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A Grey Day for Rotorua Girls’ High School in Tian An Men Square 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From left to right:  Frank Huang, Aramoana Mohi-Maxwell, Angela Gilmoure, Katie Lee, Caitlin 
Skudder, Te Paea Ngatai, Sina Petersen, Sydnee Koia, Emma-Lee Nichols, Akaysha Whakaari, 

Annette Joyce, Britteny McNee, Marewa Hill, Tui Tipuna, Heather Jones, Holly Passey and   
Tour Guide 

 
 
 
INTE RNATIONAL STUDENTS  
This year we are having students visit us from Sumanoura in Japan (June 2011), New Caledonia (August 2011), 
Taiyuan July / August 2011) in China and Taiwan (July). If you are interested in providing homestays for these 
students please contact Mrs Raewyn Krammer on (07) 348 0156 Ext 855.   
 
 
WELLNESS CENTRE NEWS 
As we enter the two winter terms, just a reminder to please pick your daughter up from the Wellness Centre if she has 
contacted you to say she is unwell. This just means that she is under our supervision should you not arrive promptly. 
Your daughter has been reminded that she needs to sign out via the Wellness Centre, and not to use her personal 
cellphone, as we need to record her absence correctly on the computer system.  We also need to know where each 
student is in the case of an emergency. If you drive in through the Miro Street Entrance and come to the Wellness 
Centre Entrance, your daughter can come out. 
  
We are currently working with the Lakes District Health Board Community Dental Health Scheme to offer free dental 
checks for your daughter. There are consent forms available at the Wellness Centre for you to sign if your daughter 
has not seen a dentist since she arrived at school. She will be seen as soon as possible once those forms are returned. 
Remember students have to pay for Dental Care from the day they turn 18, so it is sensible for all families to take 
advantage of this opportunity. 
 
With Winter just upon us, a plea for any spare citrus fruit to be dropped into the Wellness Centre. It is good to educate 
and give the students a lemon drink as a form of treatment and an extra boost of vitamin C instead of them relying on 
tablets and over the counter medicines.  We also use spare citrus and any other fruit to make jams and marmalade for 
our daily breakfasts. 
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SSoorree  tthhrrooaattss  ccaann  bbrreeaakk  aa  hheeaarrtt..    Sore throats matter, get them checked!  
Cause, Signs and Symptoms of Rheumatic Fever 
Often starts with a sore throat (a streptococcal infection) which hurts to swallow and a few weeks or months later the 
following symptoms may develop: 

·  sore or swollen joints   
·  jerky movements 
·  a skin rash 
·  a fever 
·  unable to get out of bed 
·  stomach pain 
·  inflammation of the heart 

Fortunately rheumatic fever is preventable provided sore throats are treated correctly.  
 
By taking sore throats seriously, we can help prevent life long illness and suffering for  
our tamariki and whanau. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
STAGE CHALLENGE 
Stage Challenge is well underway and our student performers, choreographers and backstagers are working extremely 
hard. Our theme “Human Trafficking” is sure to set people talking and as our world also embraces this topic we feel it 
is a really relevant time to put across this awareness message. We hope to have a guest speaker from Auckland come 
to speak to the girls about the importance of raising awareness for Human Trafficking in New Zealand and around the 
world.  We are also planning to send our completed entry DVD into the CNN broadcast which has Human Trafficking 
as one of its big projects this year! 
 
A huge congratulations to Tamar Mareroa  in Year 13 who has designed our amazing t-shirts for this years stage 
challenge group! 
 
A big thanks to all students who have paid their fees on time and handed in their permission slips and ordered their  
T-shirts. For those who haven’t – you are letting us down, and you may miss out on a T-Shirt!  
 
Reminders for Stage Challenge as follows: 

·  Fees ($50.00 – Participants, $20.00 – Backstage, $10.00 –Support crew) should have been paid to Mrs 
Anderson in the accounts office. THESE ARE NOW OUTSTANDING AND OVERDUE PAYMENTS! 

·  The date of Stage Challenge is Thursday 16th June 2011 from 9.30am – 10pm at the Rotorua Convention 
Centre Civic Theatre.  

·  Students are now practicing at their lunchtime practices as well as Wednesday 3-5pm and Sunday 3-5pm in 
the Dance Studio. 

·  TICKETS are available (limited numbers of 80 per school) through the school accounts office – please see the 
school’s accounts office. After that tickets will be available from Ticket Master at the Convention Centre.  

·  Please ensure that you know what your daughter’s involvement is by reading the notice that accompanied the 
permission slip. 
 

 
For more information contact 
Grace M Ransfield  nzrn 
Rheumatic Fever Whanau Ora 
 
Korowai Aroha Health Centre     07 3488454 phone extn: 225 
1292 Hinemoa Street      07 3491597 fax 
Rotorua        grace@korowai.org.nz  
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·  Longer practices are scheduled for the week before Stage Challenge as per the notice handed out with the 
permission slip. These will be in the new Nina Hogan Hall on: 

�  Sunday 12th June – 10 – 5pm 
�  Monday 13th June – 3-5pm 
�  Tuesday 14th June – 3-5pm 
�  Wednesday 15th June – 9-5pm (during school time). 

 
KEEP FOCUSED, KEEP PRACTISING AND REMEMBER ITS TIME TO STEP UP! 

- Mrs Jane Trask - TIC Stage Challenge 
 
 
2011 PACIFIC ISLAND GROUP 
This year Rotorua Girls High School and Rotorua Boys High School combined Pacific Island Group entered the 
Waikato and Bay of Plenty Pasifika By Nature Competition in Hamilton.  The students started practices in Week 4 of 
Term 1 learning songs and dances from the cultures of Fiji, Tonga, Tahiti and the Cook Islands.   
 
Our performance consisted of a Female Fijian dance, Tongan Taualuga, Male Fijian Dance, Tahitian drum dance, 
Cook Island song and drum dance.  We definitely had both difficult moments and highlights.  In the end, we pulled 
through as a team and returned home from the Competition with a trophy for the “Most Valuable Contribution to the 
Competition”.   
 
Some of the comments we received indicated that factors contributing to our success were  the clear indication of each 
culture on stage and the fact that we were the first group in history to have female drummers.  The biggest success 
overall was seeing the students grow together, both culturally and socially.  
 
This was only possible with the help of members of our Pacific Island Community, the fanau support and the long 
hours some students put into making costumes.  A huge mihi to our tutors Kopu, Vaine, Apa, Lita, Lolini  and a big 
hug to all the families that helped the group especially Kika, Chris  and Samantha!!!  It has been a privilege to work 
with such a passionate and caring group of students who have the support of their families and the Community.    
 
I look forward to working with the group and whanau during the remainder of this year. (See the group photo on the 
inside back cover of this newsletter. 
 
 
FACULTY NEWS 
English  
1. Congratulations to the following students who gained merits or excellences in the following achievement 

standards: 
 English - AS 2.6 Language/Literature Research – 3 credits 
 Excellence – Laleyna Vail, Leanna Hill, Ramari Foster- Rakuraku, Sina Peterson and Felicity George;  
 Merit – Nina Massone 
 Media Studies - A.S. 2.2. Close Read Unfamiliar Text – 3 credits 
 Excellence – Hannah Teipo 
 Merit - Wanda Stellingwerf, Celeste Wilson-Mott, Nicole Tildesley, Ramari Foster-Rakuraku 
 
2. Lions Speech Contest 
 Our best wishes go to Katherine Badcock and Tessa Morgan (Year 13) who are our entrants in this year’s 

contest to be held on Saturday 28 May 2011 at Waiariki Polytechnic. Topics are open but they are required to 
prepare a speech of between 5 to 6 minutes and be ready for an impromptu speech that must be at least 2 
minutes but no longer than 3 minutes.  
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3. KWN Short Film Competition 
 Year 12 students Hannah Teipo, McKaela Nicholas, Ramari Foster- Rakuraku, Celleste Wilson-Mott, 
 Hannah Calcutt, and Jessica-Rose Mitchell have entered the KWN Short Film Competition. The 
 competition involves them researching an issue in the community and interviewing a range of people about 
 the issue. They must write a narrative for the short film and plan a sequence of frames for the storyboard. This 
 involves using a digital camera and manipulating shots- thinking about lighting, composition, sound, people, 
 set, props, costume etc. The storyboard project will be running until August 3rd and then successful 
 storyboards will be chosen for the production stage. We wish them well. 
 
4. ICAS – English Competition – RG1, RA1 and RG3 
 Your daughter, as part of the accelerate programme at Rotorua  Girls’ High School, will participate in the 

UNSW Global ICAS English Competition. The competition has been running for over 20 years in many 
countries around the world including, Brunei, Hong Kong, Malaysia, South Africa, United States of 
 America and countries in the Pacific region.   
 
All students receive a certificate and an individual student report indicating which questions they answered 
correctly, their total score as well as their average compared with the rest of the students in New Zealand.  
Certificates are awarded for each level of achievement in the following categories: High Distinction, 
Distinction, Credit, Achievement, and Participation. 
 
The cost for entry into this competition is $7.50. The competition will take place at school on Tuesday, 2 
August 2011.  

 
 
Humanities  
Tourism 
Year 13 Tourism students have continued to be treated to guest speakers most weeks since the last newsletter. Girls 
have been able to meet and hear from Trevor Todd from PIHMS, Trudi from Waimangu, Toni from Rainbow Springs 
and Adam Hughes from Tourism Rotorua who has just secured a contract with Tourism New Zealand. These 
occasions have given girls a chance to hear what it is really like working in the tourism industry and are also great 
networking opportunities. A big thanks to all those who give up their time. 
 
History 
History students will be saving up for two trips this term – Year 11 locally and Year 13 to Auckland. 
By now the History students have completed most of their Internal Achievement Standards.  
 
Psychology 
On Wednesday, 4 May our senior Psychology classes were treated to a visit from George Furstenburg a Psychology 
Advisor who came and spoke with the students. They came prepared with many questions and listened intently as 
George explained what it is like to be a Psychologist in Rotorua. He was specific with details about his road to 
becoming a Psychologist and gave the students a clear idea of what his work entails on a day to day basis. This guest 
speaker complemented our studies of Clinical Psychology well and provided our class with current statistics and 
relevant resources. I believe George triggered an interest for more students to pursue a career in Psychology in the 
future! All round a great learning opportunity for the students.  
 
 
 
New Kaupapa Maori Humanities Course Up and Running. 
A new, senior course called TIKANGA-A-IWI: M� ori Social Studies (formally known as “Geography Aotearoa”) is 
up and running this year at Level 1. 
 
Drawing strongly from the NCEA Domain “M� ori Geography,” but also incorporating Unit Standards from Tikanga 
Concepts and Tikanga-a-Iwi, this course was proposed and designed in 2009 in response to the increased M� ori 
demographic as an the appropriate course in the Humanities Faculty that focuses on and prioritises exploring 
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indigenous perspectives and knowledge.   “The approach recognises that there is no one “M� ori Geography” and that 
M� ori have distinct theoretical perspectives, methodologies and understandings that vary within and between different 
iwi, hapu, and wh� nau”.  
 
The key course objectives are:   

·  To increase students' awareness of how M� ori not only relate to but also interact with the natural world in a 
historical and contemporary context.  

·  To enhance students' knowledge of participation by M� ori within Waitangi Tribunal processes 
·  To enhance student understanding of colonisation and post-colonisation, and especially the impact of Treaty 

Settlement processes on M� ori.  
 
The Level One course is called Te Ao T� whito (The Ancient World). It is a study of M� ori kinship, values and 
customs pertaining to how M� ori relate to and interact with the natural world in a historical and contemporary context.  
 
An extension Level Two course, “Te Ao Hurihuri (The Changing World),” will be offered in 2012 with a Level Three 
“Te Ao Hou (The New World)” course currently being written for 2013.    
 
Our TIKANGA-A-IWI course is designed and delivered by Whaea Karena Ngata (Ng� ti Porou, Ng� puhi) who can 
be contacted at school if you would like further information. 
 
 
Physical Education / Health / Dance / Music 
PE Uniform 
Now that the weather is cooling down we encourage students to dress appropriately, especially for outside lessons.  
Navy blue or black trackpants or blue/black long johns worn under shorts will keep legs warm on frosty mornings.  A 
blue/black polypro top should also be worn under PE uniform shirts.  Please note that stockings, scarves and jackets 
are not to be worn in lessons.  On frosty mornings, sports shoes will keep toes warm and avoid frost bite.  School 
shoes will not be permitted.  Drinking water is still recommended during the winter months and will keep students 
hydrated and alert during the day. 
 
Welcome 
At the start of Term Two we welcomed Miss Catherine Sole on her teaching experience in 
the PE Faculty.  She will be with us for seven weeks on her final placement.   
 
“Hi, my name is Catherine Sole. I am a student teacher here at Rotorua Girls High School 
in the Physical Education faculty for 7 weeks. This is my final placement and I will then be 
fully qualified!  
 
I grew up in the beautiful seaside town of Whangamata. It was there where I found my love 
for swimming and surfing. I competed in three national swimming competitions and several surfing competitions 
during my schooling years. I suppose you could say playing sport is in my blood! I love to play netball, touch rugby, 
rugby, athletics and volleyball. In my spare time I love to spend time with my beautiful son and family, and of course 
surf, play sport and occasionally I get to the mountain in winter to snowboard! 
 
I have also completed a Bachelor of Sport & Exercise Science, following this I worked full time as a personal trainer 
for 3 years. I thoroughly enjoyed my time personal training, but ever since I was at school I had a desire to be a 
Physical Education teacher, so here I am! 
 
I know I will enjoy my time at this fantastic school.” 
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Farewell 
At the end of Week 3, we farewelled Miss Michelle King who joined us on her first teaching experience from 
Victoria University.  Michelle joined us mid Term One and has been a fantastic addition to our classes.  We wish her 
well for the remainder of her studies and for her future as a Physical Education teacher.   
 
“Kia Ora, 
I will be heading back down to Wellington at the end of week, bringing my teaching experience here at RGHS to an 
end.  I have had a lot of fun and learnt heaps, so thank you to everyone for making my time here enjoyable.  
 
 I wish all the students at RGHS the best of luck for the future.  I would also like to make a special mention to all the 
girls that I have taught over the last 7 weeks, make sure you keep working hard and be good to your teachers, it will 
pay off.  
 
All the best, everyone.” 
 
12 Physical Education 
On the last day of Term One, Level 2 Physical Education students 
attended the Super Rugby game between the Chiefs and Crusaders at 
Bay Park, Mount Maunganui.  This was part of the Level 2 study of 
the impact of Super Rugby on Self, Others and Society. 
 
We were all extremely excited, especially at the prospect of seeing a 
few superstars, not least SBW. The journey to the game was quite 
traumatic as we queued for what seem like an age!!!  But finally, 
banners and flags in hand, we took our seats for the game.  The result 
did not go in the Chiefs favour and the Crusaders came out with a 
convincing win.  We will get them back in Napier!!!! 
 
After the game the group flocked to the stand where many of the players were signing shirts and the girls got the 
chance to meet the players.  Photos and Kath’s boots signed, we headed back to Rotorua.  The girls even got a 
photograph with the bus driver of SBW…..mmmm!! 
 
Thanks go to the staff, who also attended the game, especially Mrs Trask , who drove the minivan. 

- Miss Karen Aldridge (TIC Level 2 Physical Education) 
 
  
12 Sport and Recreation 

 
The 12 SAR girls have been busy preparing for an Outdoor Pursuits unit 
standard.  On the last Friday of Term One, we went to The Wall to do 
rock climbing.   
 
We are currently working on mapping skills for orienteering. 
 
 
Jade Selwyn and Morgan McLeod climbing being belayed by Stevee-
Ray Raureti and Rebecca Eapraima while Miss King and Matt  (from 
The Wall) look on. 
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12 Adventure Tourism 
Congratulations to the following students who join Shontelle Jillings-Slade in successfully completing five rolls in a 
kayak:  Brooke Thompson and Marcella Murray .  
 
This term we are working on rock climbing and abseiling skills.  Students go to The Wall every Thursday afternoon 
where they are learning to “feed their good wolf.” 
 
Congratulations 
Congratulations to the following students who have achieved with Merit and Excellence in the following 
Achievement Standards: 
11 Physical Education  – Excellence for 1.1 Participate in physical activities and describe how this influences well-
being:  Shannen Fisher, Samantha Grace, Amber Johnston, Toni Katipa, Nikki Lowe, Soltice Morrison, 
Sharnese Tutara;  Achieved with Merit – Tyannah Baker, Kelsey Brown, Kendyl Cassidy, Eden Donovan, 
Baylie Gard, Beth Gatens, Maioha Kara, Tailz Komene, Janae Krammer, Mikayla Law, Abi Parekura, Helen 
Talbot, Cerys Tarr, Acacia-Raine TePairi, April Tipu-Whata, Talia Tukiwaho, Stephanie Winiata. 
 
11 Health – Excellence for 1.1 Enhancing Personal Well-being: Kelsey Brown, Kavita Budhia, Shayla Chan, 
Hailey Dean, Tailz Komene, Leilani Laupua, Sally Lee, Crystal McPhee, Kim Paras, Kirsten Plowman, Misty 
Raukawa, Haylee Scholte, Helen Talbot;   Achieved with Merit: Kitty Leko, Sonya Rolston, Louise Sto 
Domingo, Sera-Jane Taylor, April Tipu-Whata, Holly Vincent, June Wildermott, Katie Wilson.  
 
Congratulations to Miss Narelle Boss (ex PE teacher/Rowing Manager/Coach) on her recent engagement.   
 
Dance 
All Dance classes are going really well and the next lot of 
assessments are as follows: 

·  Year 11 Dance 1.2 Hip Hop Assessment – Friday 
20th May 2011 in class. 

·  Senior Dance Assessment Evening – Tuesday 
28th May 6pm in the School Hall. (See brochure 
below). 

·  For all Year 11,12 and 13 Students there is also a 
new facebook page called “RGHS Senior Dance” 
where students can ‘like’ this page and get 
updated information about class work, due dates, 
reminders, ask questions and find useful and 
interesting links about things in Dance! 
 
 

All Year 10 Dance students are reminded that they need their Dance gear at every practical lesson and to complete the 
weekly Homework task “Dance Scattergories”. 
 
The next rotation of Year 9 students is well underway with 9H2 and 9RG1 working hard in their classes with Mrs 
Trask and Miss Figgest. 

- Mrs Jane Trask - TIC Dance  
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Science 
K1 and RA2 Science 
At the end of a hard terms work, RA2 and K1 decided to have some fun in the last week of term by trialling some 
easy and fun experiments.  Try this one at home with your younger siblings or whanau! 
 
Mentos and Diet coke Experiment 
What happens when you add half a packet of Mentos to a bottle of Diet Coke?  You might need to make sure that you 
are outside when you try this one! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where’s the Science in that? 

Although there are a few different theories around about how this experiment works, the most favoured reason is 
because of the combination of carbon dioxide in the Diet Coke and the little dimples found on Mentos candy pieces. 

The thing that makes soda drinks bubbly is the carbon dioxide that is pumped in when they bottle the drink at the 
factory. It doesn't get released from the liquid until you pour it into a glass and drink it, some also gets released when 
you open the lid (more if you shake it up beforehand). This means that there is a whole lot of carbon dioxide gas just 
waiting to escape the liquid in the form of bubbles. 

Dropping something into the Diet Coke speeds up this process by both breaking the surface tension of the liquid and 
also allowing bubbles to form on the surface area of the Mentos. Mentos candy pieces are covered in tiny dimples (a 
bit like a golf ball), which dramatically increases the surface area and allows a huge amount of bubbles to form. 

 
SPORTS NEWS 
Cross Country 
The School Cross Country Championships were held recently on a great day – Over 300 students participated in the 
open walk and some of the staff did this as well.  The Individual Championships results were – Junior Winner Kirsty 
Lickfold  with Caroline Fleming 2nd in the Intermediate was Amber Johnston from Jody Lickfold  and in the Senior 
Laleyna Vail won from Krystal Williams . These students plus some others will represent the school at the Bay of 
Plenty Championships. 
 
Basketball 
The season has started well with our school having eight teams and the Senior A and Junior A both recording some 
big wins recently.  It is really pleasing to see that every team has a coach – Tei Komene is taking our Senior B and 
Sarah Riley is doing a good job with the Junior Development and then several of the Senior A team are coaching 
teams.  The Senior travel to Cambridge every Friday to compete in the Waikato League and this competition is very 
strong. 
 

Left - Crystal Gunn and Kelsey-
Rose Falwasser  preparing the 

Diet Coke and Mentos 
Experiment 

 
Right - Crystal and Kelsey after 

adding the Mentos – 
unfortunately they were a little bit 

slow moving out of the way! 
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Badminton 
The School Senior Championships were held recently with a large number taking part – Sarah Verran took out the 
Senior Singles title from Baylie Gard then Sarah teamed up with Anneka Vos to win the Doubles from Shannon-
Maria Wiringi  and Pamela Purdie.  Eight girls then took part in the Bay of Plenty Qualifying Tournament held 
recently with the No. 1 team of Sarah, Anneka, Tui Hiha and Kirsten Broad coming very close runners up in the 
Division 1 Grade and the team of Shannon, Hannah Brons, Sam Grace and Erika Widsten won the Division 2. 
 
 
Smallbore Rifle Shooting 
The RGHS Smallbore Rifle Shooting Team comprises: 
Sophie and Hannah Francis, Chynne Evans, Eden 
Donovan, Elizabeth Randle, Jessie Jack and Jurnee 
Hannah. These girls meet TIC Whaea Ngata at the Te 
Ngae Rifle Range Club House every second Tuesday 
night to shoot off two rounds each, sharpening their 
shooting skills and gaining experience to compete in at 
least three regional and national shooting competitions 
this year. 
 
Last Saturday saw our team participate in their first 
competition for 2011: The WHHS Invitation Tournament. 
The RGHS team gained 4th place overall scoring a 
combined total of 862.13. Eden Donovan was our Most 
Valuable Team Player saving her best shooting so far this 
year for the tournament and scoring an impressive 94.1 
on her second round. The RGHS Most Improved Player award for the term goes to Reserve Jurnee Hannah who 
improved her score card by a huge 42 points! Reserve Hannah Francis, who stepped in for an unavailable Jessie 
Jack, also performed admirably under pressure. 
 
Event organiser Matua John Hayward from WHHS informed the gathered club members, shooters and whanau 
attending the Tournament prize giving that the RGHS Shooting Team has been a “force to be reckoned with in the 
past” and, noting the potential in our team this year, encouraged our girls to persevere and practice. 
 
A huge thanks to the entire Te Ngae Rifle Range Club Officials and Coaches, Matua Hayward and to the parents and 
whanau members who are actively supporting the girls. Practice nights will recommence in Term 2 and letters 
detailing the winter ELEY/TSNZ Postal Shooting Competition will be out soon.  
 
Rugby 
The RGHS 1st XV has been chosen. Well done to the many girls that came to practices and trialled, and a special 
congratulations to the 23 girls that made the squad. Charlie Hurihanganui  and Rob Hoiua are again coaching the 
team which is captained very well by Azaria Houia. We have started the season with much enthusiasm and skill.  
 
The girls have played well against a visiting Canadian team, WHHS and Tokoroa at the WHHS tournament and in the 
first season games against Trident High School at Whakatane. With continued commitment to trainings and individual 
fitness it looks like it will be a great season.   Students in the 1st XV Squad are: Kerry Anderson, Tayla Delamere, 
Azaria Houia, Jazmin-Charlie Hurihanganui-Bennett, Soteria (Ria) Iopu, Donna-Ann Kameta, Materoa 
(Charene) Kameta, Kathleen Kelly, Teilah-Gene (Tailz) Komene, Amele Leko, Marcella Murray, Sakura 
Muto, Anahera Parata, Ngapera Patara, Mairia Perfect, Jaedyn Robinson, Anne-Marie Schenk, Trine 
Sorensen, Emma Spencer, Danielle Taimana, Katrina Tamehana, Sera-Jane (Sera) Taylor, Crystal Walters 
                   - Haley Hodge – Manager. 
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IMPORTANT DATES  
27 May Year 11 History Field Trip 

28 and 29 May CATCH Camp at Lakes Ranch 
31 May Bay of Plenty Div 1 and 2 Squash  
1 June  8.40am AUT Liaison Visit;  Attitude Programme for Health Classes 

3 June Year 10 Japanese  Field Trip 
5 June N Z Multisport 
6 June Queens Birthday – school closed 
7 June pm – Year 10 “Amped 4 Life”  Session 3 “MethizDeath”;  6pm Board of Trustees 

Meeting 
8 June Year 13 Biology Field Trip;  ICAS Science Competition;  2.00pm – school closes;  

2.30pm – 5.00pm Junior Report Evening in ARENA 
9 June Bay of Plenty Polytech Open Day;  Waikato Cross Country;  Bay of Plenty Indoor 

Football 
10 June Year 13 Geography Field Trip;  Year 12 / 13 Physics Field Trip 
11 June Year 12 Adventure Based Learning Field Trip 

13 June 3.30pm – 4.30pm Year 8 Extension Carousel;  5.30pm PTA Meeting in the staffroom 
14 June Year 13 Physics Assessment 
15 June Bay of Plenty Junior Rockclimbing;  pm – Year 10 “Amped 4” Session 4 “Marijuana 

+ Party Pills” 
16 June Regional Stage Challenge at Rotorua Convention Centre 
17 June Bay of Plenty Indoor Bowls;  Te Arawa Kapahaka Competition at Energy Events 

Centre 
18 June New Zealand Cross Country;  Year 12 Adventure Based Learning Rockclimbing 

Assessment 
20 June  3.30pm – 4.30pm Year 8 Extension Carousel;  Year 12 Adventure Based Learning 

MTB;  “Seussical” starts with a 11.00am Matinee and an Evening Performance at 
7.00pm  

22 June Barista Course;  pm – Year 12 3 x 3 Basketball Assessment; “Seussical”  
Performances - 11.00am Matinee and an Evening Performance at 7.00pm 

23 June Year 11 Hairdressing Field Trip;  Newsletter #5 (+ Senior Reports) posted; 
“Seussical”  Performances - 11.00am Matinee and an Evening Performance at 7.00pm 

24 June Bay of Plenty Junior Basketball;  Year 11 Hairdressing Field Trip; “Seussical”  
Performances - 11.00am Matinee and an Evening Performance at 7.00pm 

25 June 7.00pm Closing Performance of “Seussical” 
26 – 27 June Gisborne Girls’ High School Sports / Cultural Exchange – away 
27 June 3.30pm – 4.30pm Year 8 Extension Carousel   
 
Ka Kite ano 
 

 

Annette Joyce 
Principal 

 
TUTORING IN ENGLISH AND ESSAY SKILLS OFFERED  

I am offering tutoring in NCEA English at all levels and tutoring in essay skills in other senior subjects.   
I am a former Head of English at RGHS for 7 years and 

 later tutored Level One papers in writing for University of Waikato for 4 years. 
 

Please ring Barbara 347-2601 or 027 2470378 for further information 
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Opportunities to Nominate Outstanding Teachers and Leaders in your School Community 
Parents and secondary school students have a chance to nominate teachers and leaders  

in their school community who positively influence learning and performance.   
 

Nominations have opened for the 2011 – 2012  
round of the National Excellence in Teaching and Leadership Awards, with the theme, “Teachers Count”.   

 
Nominations are open until 31 August 2011.  Forms available from Reception 

See www.neita.co.nz or contact NEiTA Foundation on 09 308 0576 or email mventer@asg.c.nz 
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Mrs Deb Martis, Careers Advisor; Mrs Kathy Edmonds,  Careers Administrator 
Mrs Yvonne Downard, Gateway Co-ordinator 

Direct Dial: 3471726 ext 842  
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.EXCELLENT WEBSITES  
The best place to look for information about jobs, study 

options, courses, and all about careers is 
WWW.CAREERS .GOVT.NZ 

If you or someone you know is getting their FIRST JOB, 
a good website for finding out about pay, breaks, 

holidays, leave and keeping safe at work is 
www.dol.govt.nz/myfirstjob/ 
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YEAR 12s – IMPORTANT REMINDER  - if you are 
planning to go to University, you need your ENGLISH 
LITERACY credits, 4 reading and 4 writing credits at 

Level 2.  Work hard at your English – and don’t leave it 
until the last minute. 

IMPORTANT:  Remember to keep all the official 
documents you receive during your time at school 
safely in a clearfile, especially your NCEA results and 
Certificate, First Aid certificate, attendance certificates, 
diligence and achievement certificates, references from 
employers, and so on.  These are valuable when you 
are creating your CV, applying for scholarships, for 
university halls of residence and looking for jobs!!!   
�

�.'�����'
/��
NOW is the time to start looking for any scholarships you 
might apply for, to help you financially during your 
tertiary education.  If you know what uni or polytech you 
are going to, look for a scholarship link on their website.  
Otherwise go to www.fis.org.nz,, follow the link to the 
Breakout website, and login - usercode rghs, password 
scholarships.  You can also google NZ scholarships in 
your field of interest.   
We have received advance notification that Waikato Uni 
will offer $5000 towards fees or accommodation to 
students who gain level 3 NCEA endorsed with 
excellence, and $3000 to students who gain level 3 
endorsed with merit. 
Eligibility for other scholarships is determined through a 
range of criteria, e.g. academic achievement, cultural 
involvement, sporting achievement, leadership qualities, 
special circumstances and hardship.   Being involved in 
community service is advantageous when applying for 
scholarships – for example being involved with Key Club, 
Interact, St Johns, Red Cross, SPCA, Greenpeace, CATCH 
committee or similar voluntary organisations. 
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Year 11 and Year 12 2010 Students who Achieved 2011 Young Scholar Awards 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From left to right 
 
 
 
Back Row: Mr Pomana (RBHS), Margaret Huta, Teisa Vulu, Alosio Koloi, Sione Helu, Kimi Leo,  
  John Wagairatu, Joeli Nagera, Kantoa Rimon, Emosi Vanigi, Jone Lasaganibau, Jireh  
  Macfarlane, Charene Kameta, Malia Sakalia, Whaea Rana (RGHS) 
 
Middle Row: Daynna Sione, Aneia Whakaari, Tupou Niupalau, Diandra Punivalu, Silia Sakalia,  
  Virginia Cook, Hannah Teipo, Losaline Taufa, Emily Moke, Emma Winiata 
 
Front Row: Courtney Cook, Toria Vina, Kiri Coromandel, Khanum Elisaia, Maria Ponga-Te Whaiti, 
  Sylvia Mathews, Ngarangi Te Pania, Petula Simanu, June Uale 
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Year 11 and Year 12  2010 Students who Achieved a 
2011 Young Scholar Award 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From left to right 
 
Front Row: Yukako Tanaka, Laleyna Vail, Rashpinder Mann, Nina Massonne  
 
Middle Row: Vanessa Barclay, Katie Byrnes, Rachelle Gordon, Jessica (Jungeun) Pak,   
  Ellen MacDonald, Tessa Morgan, Kate Walker 
 
Back Row: Te Waikamamihi Korohina-Ormsby, Briony Forrest, Ker ry McNamara-Spackman, 
  Leanna Hill, Riley Gilbert-Burne, Naina Dargie, Jody Lickfold 
 
 


