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251 Old Taupo Road 
Rotorua    

Ph 348 0156; Fax 346 1269 
Email:  principal@rghs.school.nz 

 Thursday, 17 February 2011 
 
 
 
Kia ora koutou katoa 
 
As we finish the seventh week of Term 1, a number of patterns have become apparent.  Student attendance is up, as is 
punctuality to school and the standard of dress.  These are all very positive trends, and I congratulate all of our 
students who are contributing to them.  Our emphasis on ‘academic excellence for all’ is also resulting in some great 
results – see the Language Perfect Project results later in the newsletter and our Leaver Data for 2010. 
 
Our Year 13 students have been doing superb work with the Year 9 students in the Peer Support Programme, and this 
week our Prefects will spend a day working with the Year 9’s for the ‘Rights, Responsibilities and Compassion’ Day. 
 
But the biggest enthusiasm and positivity has been generated by the across-the-school approach to fundraising to 
support Avonside Girls’ High, our sister school in Christchurch which has been completely devastated by the recent 
earthquake. From this week students from Avonside will share Burnside High School and attend school there in the 
afternoons.   
 
Every whanau has supported the project with money coming from a mufti day, sausages sizzles, cake stalls, nacho’s 
and cash donations.  Students and staff have raised close to $2,000, which is an extraordinary amount.  Our girls 
intend to continue their support of Avonside and I am very proud of all their ideas to raise funds.  We hope to have 20 
students and staff from Avonside Girls’ to homestay with our students and staff later in the year.   
 
Meanwhile there has been amazing support of early preparations for Stage Challenge, our production (with RBHS) of 
‘Seussical’, our Shakespeare in School productions and our Senior and Junior Raukura groups.  Over 260 students 
will be involved in these performances and I wish them huge success.   
 
We have also started trials for winter sports including rugby, netball, hockey, football and basketball while interest is 
high for touch, waka ama, cricket, volleyball, triathlon, golf, equestrian, rowing, tennis, softball and waterpolo. 
 
My thanks to the staff who have organized and supported our athletic and swimming sports days, as well as the many 
field trips that the students have enjoyed – in subjects as diverse as Geography, Biology, Tourism, Physical Education, 
Art and Sports Performance. 
 
It has been an extremely positive start to the year and once again I thank everyone who has contributed. 
 
Please contact me, or the Deputy Principals if you have any concerns.   
 
“Together we can make a positive difference.” 
 
 

 
NEXT NEWSLETTER  - ISSUED TO STUDENTS ON THURSDAY, 14 APRIL 2011 
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 CONGRATULATIONS TO 
·  Katie Byrnes, Danielle Cochrane and Katie Rowland who represented the school at the World 

Vision 40 Hour Famine Gobal Leadership Conference on Tuesday, 8 March 2011. 
·  Gisele Foster, Greer Murray, Helen Payne, Sam Grace and Tara Moberly  who competed at the 

North Island Secondary Schools Rowing Championships at Lake Karapiro.  The Under 17 Quad was 
placed fourth;  the Under 16 Quad was placed sixth; the Under 16 Girls Doubles consisting of Greer 
Murray and Sam Grace were placed eighth; and the Under 16 Girls Double who consisted of  
Helen Payne and Gisele Foster were placed seventh in the B Final. Good luck for Maadi Cup (NZ 
Secondary School Champs). 

·  the following 45 prefects and staff who attended the 100th Jubilee Breakfast, hosted by Rotorua Zonta Club at 
the Blue Baths, for National Women’s Day: June Grant was the Speaker for the Day. Students -  Katie 
Byrnes, Becky Chan, Jungeun Pak, Karamea Ratana, Tui Hiha, Te Waikamihi Korohina-Ormsby, 
Taria Ngawhika, Megan Potts, Te Rau Pou, Bernice Puru, Pam Purdie, Whaiatua Eparaima, Shannon-
Maria Wiringi, Danielle Cochrane, Levi Emery, Angela Gilmoure, Rebecca Henry, Tessa Morgan, 
Hamoterangi Pomana, Katherine Badcock, Hasani Kannangara, Jay Law, Tamar Mareroa, Kerry 
McNamara-Spackman, Amrisha Sumeran, Sarah Verran;  and staff Jalaja Balakrishnan, Di Carter, Di 
Donnelly, Megan Figgest, Terri Harford, Charlotte Hazlett, Haley Hodge, Barbara Jamieson-Tucker, 
June Jefford, Annette Joyce, Felicit Kaiwai, Raewyn Krammer, Aramoana Mohi-Maxwell, Wai 
Morrison, Karena Ngatai, Anna Richardson, Bianca Taute, Jane Trask and Jacqui Tyrrell . 
 

 
NEW ENROLMENTS 
We welcome the following students who have enrolled at Rotorua Girls’ High School since our last newsletter:  
Year 9 Celeste Bishop-Wiperi, Ivory Dixon, LasHaay Grey, Bailey Johnston, Edyn Matekuare, 

Amber Mohi, Robyn Mohi, Ramari Toetoe 
Year 10 Deniqua Gelissen, Rhuvei Grey, Phoenix Walker 
Year 11 Malay Barrett, Rhyver Mathew, Zoe Panirau, Oriana Ruru, Tracey Te Aonui 
Year 12 Stevie-Lee Hunia, Mahalia Muru, Georgina Sewell, Parehuia Shepherd, Kara Tapsell, 

Monica Torrey 
Year 13 Oceane Cresswell, Lucy Koek, Jazmin McDonald, Chantelle Mihaka, Tori Hohepa, Anneka 

Voss, Jordyn Walker 
 
 
ACROSS THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S DESK  
Uniform and Attendance 
Congratulations to our students for wearing their uniform with pride and who are getting to whanau class on time by 
8.40am each morning.  A reminder that students who are late to whanau will receive a lunchtime detention on Friday. 
 
Driving Vehicles to School 
A reminder to students who bring cars to school that they need to complete a Car Pass Application Form which is 
available from the main office and are to display the Car Pass in the front window of their car.  Only students on 
Restricted Licences or Full Licences are able to drive cars to school and students are not to carry passengers when 
driving on a Restricted Licence.  Parents please support us in this matter in the interests of student safety. 
 
Confiscated Cellphones 
We have a number of cell phones which were confiscated from students between 2006 and the end of 2010, and have 
never been collected.  We have made every effort to contact the parents of the students to whom we believe these 
phones belonged, and some have been collected.  However we still have a number of phones left. 
If you believe one of these phones, may belong to your daughter please contact Mrs Terri Harford  (Principal’s 
Personal Assistant). 
 
Any phones not claimed by the end of Term 1 (Friday 15th April) will be donated to the Starship Foundation Mobile 
Phone Appeal. 
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CURRICULUM NEWS  
All senior students should have received their NCEA Booklet by now. If your daughter did not receive one please 
make sure that she does pick one up from the office. 
 
Also in this newsletter is your daughters 6 week progress report. Please look at this and discuss any areas of concerns 
that she might have. We would encourage all parents and caregivers to come along to the Parent/Teacher interview 
evening from 2.30-5.00pm on Thursday 31 March in the Arena, even if your daughter has received no concerns on her 
report. This is a very informative evening where parents/caregivers can catch up on their daughter’s progress. 
 
Leaver Data 2010 
Each year, the highest academic achievement for each student who leaves the secondary system is recorded.  This 
leaver data gives an interesting annual snapshot of each secondary school.  Every student who leaves compulsory 
schooling is included in this data. 
 
Rotorua Girls' High School is very proud of its leaver data – for all students.  The data shows how, in particular, our 
Te Kotahitanga programme over the past 8 years, aimed specifically at improving Maori achievement, is now 
influencing our leaver data very positively.  It also shows that the consistent approach, over the past 8 years, with our 
3 school goals (relating to numeracy and literacy data in the junior school, NCEA data in the senior school and 
school-wide attendance), is having very positive outcomes. 
 
 

Achievement Data for Leavers 2005 and 2010 
(numbers)
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For all student leavers in the past 6 years, there has been a 10% “gain” in leavers with Level 3 or Level 4 
qualifications (from 22% to 32%) and a 19% “drop” in the NFQ area (from 20% to 1%) which indicates a very 
positive trend across all achievement levels.    The percentage of leavers with at least NCEA Level 3 has risen 10% 
(from 22% to 32%) while the number of students leaving with at least NCEA Level 3 has risen by 16 (from 52 to 68).  
The percentage of leavers with at least NCEA Level 2 has risen 18% (from 45% to 63%) while the number of students 
leaving with at least Level 2 has risen by 28 (from 105 to 133).  The percentage of students leaving with at least 
NCEA Level 1 has risen 20% (from 61% to 81%) while the numbers of students has risen 28 (from 142 to 170).   
These statistics show that there have been very significant increases for our students.  The number of leavers has 
decreased from 233 to 210 (a drop of 23). 
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Achievement Data for Leavers 2005 and 2010 
(%)

0

20

40

60

80

100

L3 and
L4

L2 or
better

L1 or
better

1 to 79
credits

No
Formal
Qual

Achievement Levels

%
 P

er
ce

nt
ag

e

2005%

2010%

 
 
 
Overall, Rotorua Girls' High School has much to be proud of – our students are staying longer and achieving better 
results each year. 
 
For maori leavers, the gains have been significant.  The percentage leaving with Level 3 or Level 4 has risen 20% 
(from 6% to 26%).  The percentage leaving with Level 2 or better has risen 32% (from 25% to 57%), while the 
percentage leaving with Level 1 or better has risen 35% (from 40% to 75%).  In the NFQ area, the 6 years data is 
amazing – down 27% (from 28% to 1%).  8 years ago Rotorua Girls' High School had 32% of maori leavers in this 
category, and it was this particular statistic that was the catalyst for the school’s drive to improve maori achievement.   
 
It is worth noting that in the past 6 years the number of maori leavers with at least Level 1 has risen by 53 (from 41 to 
94).  The number leaving with Level 2 or better has risen by 46 (from 26 to 72).  And the number leaving with Level 3 
or better has risen by 27 (from 6 to 33).  At the same time the number of our maori leavers has only increased from 
104 to 126, indicating our maori students are staying longer in school.  This is also borne out by the fact that the 
number of maori students in Year 13 has risen from 42 in 2006 and 51 in 2009 to 106 in 2010. 
 
Overall Developments at Rotorua Girls’ High School From 2005 
1) Curriculum Improvements from Year 9 (compulsory programme with 20 rotation subjects), and year 10 (3 tiered 

junior graduation), through to expanded Senior School Curriculum Subjects, plus Senior Graduation at the end 
of Year 13.  All initiatives geared towards increasing student retention. 
 

2) Whole Staff Professional Development Involvement in Te Kotahitanga and ICT. 
 

3) Technological Improvement – every teaching space has data projector and white screen installed, all teachers 
have laptops, and 19 staff use Blackberry phones. 
 

4) School Self Review Programme embedded (this is a 3 year cycle of Professional Review of each Faculty, plus 
major school initiatives in curriculum and administration). 
 

5) Development of Rotorua’s ARENA as significant asset, with our new performing arts complex to open in mid 
2011. 
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6) Environmental Achievement – first New Zealand School to convert central heating boiler to wood pellets, using 
Natures Flame 100% NZ made renewable fuel. 
 

7) Attendance improves annually. 
 

8) Numeracy and Literacy data from entry at Year 9 to end of Year 10 shows improvements.  By 2010, 96% of 
Year 11 students gained their Level 1 Numeracy and 81% of Year 11 students gained their Level 1 Literacy. 
 

9) Leaver Achievement Data annually shows significant improvement, with Maori data showing huge 
improvement. 
 

10) In 2009 RGHS became one of the first NZ Secondary Schools to move to a 5 year cycle with ERO, instead of 
the normal 3 year cycle (places us in top 5% of New Zealand schools). 
 

11) Emphasis from 2007 on reducing class sizes means since 2009 all class sizes have been ‘capped’ at 26, with 
average class sizes being 21-23 for the past 3 years. 

 
 
NEWS FROM HEAD GIRL AND DEPUTY HEAD GIRL  
Kia ora everyone, It is hard to believe we’re already in March! So many great things have been going on in another 
year here at Girls’ High.  
 
Swimming sports this year was hugely successful, which Rangiuru took out. There was lots of enthusiasm, 
participation and fun! We even had a record broken, so congratulations to Jodie Lickfold. Another fun day (and 
winning event for Rangiuru) was our athletics day. Well done to our House Captains - Katrina Tamehana 
(Hinemoa), Bernice Puru (Karenga), Hamoterangi Pomana (Rangiuru) and Aroha Wade (Rukuwai) - who did 
fantastic jobs at inspiring their houses. Interhouse sports are taking place every Wednesday lunchtime and we 
encourage everyone to get into it and win some points for their houses! 
 
Our teachers and students are working hard on our annual Production with Boys’ High – the ‘Seussical’. Well done to 
all the aspiring Broadway actors and actresses who made it! We are looking forward to the shows in July. Our Stage 
Challenge rehearsals are well and truly underway. We have a talented bunch of dancers performing this year. 
 
The S.A.D.D. (students against drunk driving), C.A.T.C.H. (cultural awareness to create harmony) and Interact clubs, 
as well as the School Council and Kahui Rangitahi, have been formed with students across all year groups. They are 
already working towards raising awareness, money and they hope to make a real difference within our community. A 
Canterbury themed mufti day has already taken place to raise funds for Christchurch, and the C.A.T.C.H. girls 
enjoyed a fun night at the bowling alley! At the moment we are looking forward to hosting a group of girls from 
Avonside Girls’ High School in Christchurch to show them a good time here in our beautiful city. 
 
2011 will be a fantastic year here at Rotorua Girls’ High School. We are hoping to 
get all our beautiful girls active and involved in everything they possibly have time 
for, as well as achieving academically as best they can. 
 
We encourage girls to come and talk to any of the Prefects and Student Leaders 
anytime, whether you have exciting news or a new idea to share. Work hard and 
have fun! 
 
Katherine Badcock (right) - Head Girl and Taria Ngawhika (left) - Deputy Head Girl 
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ROTORUA GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL  FOURTH STUDY TOUR TO CH INA  - 14 TO 29 APRIL 2011 
The 4th Study Tour to China led by Principal Annette Joyce will fly out of Auckland at 11pm on Thursday 
14th April, bound for Shanghai. 
 
As with the 3rd Study Tour in 2009 (see article below from the Magazine of Suzhou Singapore International 
School 2009), we will visit schools in Shanghai, Xi’an, Taiyuan – where students will homestay with 
students from our sister school, and Beijing. 
 
This year, as our visit to Beijing coincides with ANZAC Day, we have been invited to perform by the New 
Zealand Ambassador at the Beijing ANZAC Day Dawn Service. 
 
As well, the group will visit 8 World Heritage Sites and in particular visit the Great Wall of China in Beijing 
and visit the Terracotta Warriors in Xi’an. 
 
The action-packed 16 day trip includes seeing the Chinese Acrobatic Show and a National Kung-Fu 
performance. 
 
Tour Members are:  Staff: Annette Joyce, Aramoana Mohi-Maxwell, Holly Passey and Heather Jones. 
Students: Angela Gilmoure, Marewa Hill, Sydnee Koia, Katie Lee, Brittany McNee, Emma-Lee 
Nicholls, Te Paea Ngatai, Sina Petersen, Caitlin Skudder, Tui Tipuna and Akaysha Whakaari. 
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2011 OUTWARD BOUND SCHOOL LEADERS COURSE 

From 4 – 21 January 2011, I attended the 2011 Outward Bound Leaders Course at 
Anakiwa in Picton.  I have completed many challenges that have pushed me out of my 
comfort zone.  Tramping was both fun and hard and I really enjoyed kayaking.  Getting 
to the top of each mountain was the most rewarding feeling.  Looking at how far I’ve 
come was one of my greatest achievements. 
 
I have learned so much about myself and have been inspired to do things I wouldn’t 
normally do.  I have gained more confidence as a leader from being on this course and I 
am proud to say I am happy with the person and leader I am becoming.  
 
I am very appreciative of this opportunity given to me and I encourage other students to 
take up this challenge.      - Pamela Purdie 
 

 
 
ROTORUA GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL  COMMUNITY TAKES ADVANTA GE OF MAINFREIGHT’S 
GENEROSITY  
Rotorua Girls’ High School swung into action in response to an email informing the school of a wonderful initiative 
designed to offer practical assistance to the people of Christchurch.  
 

The email stated, “Mainfreight have come to the party and are sending 
a truck to Christchurch loaded with whatever donated goods the 
WONDERFUL people of Rotorua could provide.” An assortment of 
helpful, practical items ranging from baby formula to non-perishable 
foods was gathered overnight and packaged by the “keen to help” RA2 
students under the guidance of Ms Karena Ngata. 
 
“It was wonderful to see, not only how quickly the donations came in, 
but also how generous our girls and staff were. We had a one day turn 
around after hearing about the Mainfreight initiative and this picture 
shows what we were able to gather together, as a school community, in 
one day. If that wasn’t impressive enough, over 16 students converged 

on C2 at lunch to help with packaging the items into aid boxes, listing the contents on each and then writing 
encouraging messages to the intended recipients. It was genuinely heart-warming.” 
 
Whaea Ngata took the picture below upon her arrival at Mainfreight so we could see our contribution (foreground) in 
the context of our wider community’s effort. 
 
“The men at Mainfreight were equally as blown 
 away at our community’s generosity. It really was a marvellous 
effort and I’m sure the Christchurch recipients would have been very 
appreciative.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Most messages written on the boxes were “kia kaha” in 

nature, but this little note really cracked me up. Too 
much RA2! 
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 “SEUSSICAL” – THE COMBINED 2011 RGHS / RBHS JOINT PRODUCTION 
Seussical the combined RGHS/RBHS production is a musical based on the Dr Seus books. The musical is centered 
around the much loved characters of Cat in the Hat, Jojo, Horton the Elephant, Gertrude Mc Fuzz, Mayzie La Bird, 
Sour Kangaroo, General Gengus Khan Schmitz, Mayor Who and Mrs Who. The premise for the musical is the belief 
in friendship and not giving up and keeping promises. The musical places emphasis on the value and dignity of others. 
 
It is a perfect musical for the students and teachers of Rotorua Girls High School. A school that has as its 4 values: 
respect, responsibility, honesty and excellence.  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been given roles in the production:  
 
Main Roles 
Character Played by 
Jojo Bayley Howard 
Gertrude McFuzz Emma Campbell 
Mayzie La Bird Angela Gilmoure 
Sour Kangaroo To Be Confirmed 
Mrs Who Hannah Teipo 
 
 
Minor Roles and Chorus 
Character  Played By Also Part of 
Thing 1 Colette Waites Chorus / Dancers 
Young Kangaroo Caroline Fleming Chorus 
Bird Girls Kaela Aitcheson, Karamea Ratana Dancers/Chorus 
Judge Yertle the Turtle Hamo Pomana Chorus 
Cindy Lou Who Ki rsty Lickfold  Chorus 
Who Children Mereraina Hemara, Kellee Fisher 

Carla Owen, Paige Fladkjar 
Chorus/Dancers 
Chorus 

Dancers Soltice Morrison, Anna Wilson, Veronica Gubb, Chante Fisk 
Shannon Dunn, Chelsea Baxter 

Chorus 
 

 
 
CATCH NEWS 

 
This year’s C.A.T.C.H bowling night was a great success with 
27 students attending. The bowling night was held on 
Wednesday, 9 March and gave students a chance to interact and 
get to know each other. The students had a fabulous time 
bowling and had a delicious dinner.   
 
The C.A.T.C.H committee is a school cultural committee for all 
girls at Rotorua Girls’ High School to interact and share their 
culture. Rotorua Girls’ High school has a broad diversity of 
students and the C.A.T.C.H committee recognises, and shows 
awareness to this.  
 
We welcome anyone to join!    -  Hasani Kannangara - 
Chairperson 

 
 
 



   11 

 
WELLNESS CENTRE NEWS 
Headaches have been a common ailment in the past few weeks as the heat of the summer has accelerated. Most 
Headaches are caused by overheating, dehydration and lack of food so we have been asking the girls to attend to these 
issues before we will administer Panadol. In most cases the girls are not taking off their outerwear, not drinking 
enough for the conditions and have not had lunch, so they have been well educated through the daily notices. 
 
Sore Throats – With the increase in Rheumatic Fever around we have been educated to refer students for Throat 
Swabs. This can be done in the Wellness Centre and allows for early detection of the condition and appropriate  
antibiotic treatment  and rest to alleviate further symptoms of the condition such as heart involvement. We see this as 
being very pro active and if you have concerns re your daughter’s sore throats, then please contact us. 
 
Glandular Fever – Teenagers are more prone to this condition and we are always aware of this in our questioning of 
the girls. We are aware of the fatigue that sometimes accompanies this condition and will always work with the 
families to rehabilitate the student back into school as quickly as possible, with rest periods occurring in the Wellness 
Centre under the watchful eye of the Nurse. 
 
Boils, Impetigo and Conjunctivitis have been very common ailments also in the last few weeks. These conditions are 
contagious. Please, if your daughter has lesions on her, take notice, cover them and seek help from a medical 
professional. If dressings are required ask your GP to refer to the District Nursing Service and they will carry that out 
at school. 
 
Conjunctivitis requires your daughter to access a chemist or general practitioner for the correct eye-drops otherwise 
the conjunctivitis will re occur. 
 
Girls you need to stop sharing your eye make-up and if you get an infection in your eyes you need to throw out your 
current makeup and replace it. Non Prescription Contact Lenses should also not be swapped around nor like make up 
worn during school time. 
 
 
FACULTY NEWS 
English and Drama 
Congratulations to the following senior students who gained Merits and Excellences in their external assessments in 
2010: 
Year 11 – English 
AS 1.3 – Read and understand extended written text – 2 credits 
Excellence - Hannah Teipo;  Merit -  Riley Gilbert-Burne, Natasha Gray-Garney,  Jody Lickfold, Magenta 
Mudgway, Yukako Tanaka, Brooke Thompson, Kate Walker, Gisele Foster, Vanessa Barclay. 
AS 1.4 – Read and understand short written texts – 2 credits 
Merit - Riley Gilbert-Burne, Leanna Hill, Yukako Tanaka, Mi chaela Robson, Carina Stanley, Vanessa Barclay.  
AS 1.5 – Read and understand visual and/or text – 2 credits 
Excellence - Riley Gilbert-Burne;  Merit - Briony Forest, Ramari Foster, Leanna Hill, Jody Lickfold, Magenta 
Mudgway, Yukako Tanaka, Gisele Foster, Carina Stanley, Laleyna Vail, Virginia Cook, Harsha Dahya, Derrin 
Whata.  
AS 1.6 Read and understand unfamiliar texts – 3 credits 
Excellence - Laleyna Vail;  Merit -  Briony Forest, Natasha Gray-Garney, Leanna Hill, Jody Lickfold, Nina 
Masssonne, Gisele Foster, Raspinder Mann, Carina Stanley, Jana Topia, Faeryl Rothaham, Iris Rolston-
Dowd.  
 
Year 11 – Drama 
AS 1.6 – Describe Drama techniques – 3 credits 
Excellence - Leanna Hill.  
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Celebrating excellence in the Humanities Faculty 
 
The Humanities Faculty consists of the following subject areas: Classical Studies, Geography, Geography Aotearoa, 
History, Psychology, Social Studies, Sociology, and Tourism. As per last year, the focus in the Faculty is that of 
excellence. “Excellence” translates into many things – excellent teaching practice by staff, excellent teaching and 
learning relationships between staff and students, achieving personal best in achievement for students. We aim high in 
this Faculty and put our efforts into supporting each other (staff and students alike) and maximising opportunities, 
both present and future, for all. 
 

 
 
 
Humanities Faculty staff from left to right: 
Haley Hodge (Assistant Head of Faculty) teaching Tourism 
and Social Studies; Jacqui Tyrrell  (Head of Faculty) teaching 
Geography and Social Studies; Caroline Newton teaching 
Classical Studies, Sociology and Social Studies; Wai 
Morrison  teaching Sociology and Social Studies; Karena 
Ngata teaching Geography Aotearoa and Social Studies; 
Geoff Cleveland teaching History and Social Studies; and 
Bianca Taute teaching Psychology and Social Studies. 
 
 
 
 

 
Excellence in 2010 external examinations 
The Humanities Faculty would like to congratulate the following students for getting excellence in externally assessed 
achievement standards in 2010 – well done, we are proud of you! 
Level 1: : Briony Forrest – 3 excellence passes Geography; Gisele Foster –Geography; Jody Lickfold  – Geography; 
Rashpinder Mann – 2 excellence passes Geography; Yukako Tanaka – Geography; Kate Walker – Geography. 
 
Level 2: Tessa Morgan – 2 excellence passes Classical Studies and 2 excellence passes Geography; Zoe Warena – 
History. 
 
Level 3: Miriam Bates – Geography; Nashi Janlar – Geography; Caroline Peers – Geography and History; Zoe 
Rodgers – Geography and Classical Studies; Lauren Waites – Geography; Ellen McDonald – Classical Studies; 
Riley Rodgers – Classical Studies; Mary Spiers – Classical Studies. 
 
Scholarship: Special congratulations to Miriam Bates who achieved a NZQA Scholarship in Geography – well done! 
 
Excellence in teaching and learning in 2011 
Level 1 Geography students collecting and analysing information at The Buried Village Week Four this term 

 
One of the ways in which excellence is manifested in teaching is by 
giving students the opportunity to learn outside the classroom – learning 
from observation, experience and ‘real life’. Furthermore expertise is 
brought into the classroom from our community. 
 
To date Level 1 Geography has been on a fieldtrip to Lake Tarawera, 
The Buried Village and Rotorua Museum to learn more about the Mt 
Tarawera eruption that occurred in 1886. Level 2 Geography in Week 8 
visit Tongariro National Park to observe and collect data from a volcanic 
natural landscape.  
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Level 3 Tourism has also been out and about in our local community, visiting Off Road NZ, Novotel, Rotorua 
Museum and Kawarau Jet. Furthermore this course also enjoys a guest speaker every Thursday, whereby people who 
work in the tourism industry have kindly agreed to give up their time to speak to the girls about their experiences in 
the tourism industry and potential career options within it. Level 2 Tourism has also spent a day this term visiting four 
Rotorua attractions (Agrodome, Agroventures, Rainbow Springs and Kiwi Encounter) where they were given lectures 
by the operators and were able to see some of the theory they have learnt, in action. This was a fantastic day, some 
girls were chosen to participate in the farm show, students were able to “Swoop” and “Freefall” and they saw a brand 
new kiwi chick that had just hatched that morning. This was a very educational and fun day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Excellence in the Junior Accelerate Programme 
Excellence is also a focus in the Junior Accelerate Programme. During the first half of this term students during Social 
Studies have constructed their own Portfolio which showcases their Curriculum Vitae, recent achievements, 
significant events, and SMART goals for 2011. A mentoring programme is focused around this Portfolio, which aims 
to give students in the Accelerate Programme additional guidance and support. The first mentoring sessions are 
scheduled to take place during Weeks 8 and 9 of this term.  
 
In Week 10 the Year 9 accelerate classes will attend a day of team building, personal and group challenges at Lake 
Okareka. In Term 2 the Year 10 accelerate class will visit Mokoia Island and Rotorua Museum, followed by White 
Island in Term 3. In Term 3 the Year 9 classes will experience a two day field trip in Auckland based around the 
experiences of women during colonial times. The Humanity Faculty is excited about 2011 and looks forward to its 
unfurling. 
 
Tourism EOTC Photo Montage 
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English and Drama cont’d 
Year 12 – English 
AS 2.3 – Read, study and show understanding of extended written text – 3 credits 
Excellence - Tahlia Jones, Chante Fisk, Riley Rodgers;  Merit - Zoe Warena, Ellen McDonald.  
AS 2.4  - Read, study and show understanding of short written texts – 3 credits 
Excellence - Tessa Morgan;  Merit - Chante Fisk, Ellen McDonald, Polly Muir, Jessica Pak.  
AS 2.5 – Read, study and show understanding of visual texts – 3 credits 
Excellence - Zoe Warena;  Merit -  Sam Sutton, Chante Fisk, Chanel Whyte, Tessa Morgan, Jessica Pak.  
AS 2.6 – Read, study and show understanding of unfamiliar texts – 3 credits 
Merit - Kaela Aitchison,  Tahlia Jones, Hannah Smith, Katherine Badcock, Charissa Foster, Ellen McDonald, 
Jennifer Smith.  
 
Year 12 – Drama 
AS 2.6 – Apply knowledge of drama techniques – 4 credits 
Excellence - Tahlia Jones, Gabriella Kendall;  Merit -  Chante Fisk, Kathryn Kohi, Ellen McDonald, Riley 
Rodgers, Amrisha Sumeran.  
 
Year 12 – Media Studies 
AS 2.3 – Demonstrate understanding of representation within media texts – 3 credits 
Merit -  Tessa Morgan, Ellen McDonald.  
AS 2.4 – Demonstrate understanding of a media genre – 3 credits 
Excellence - Ellen McDonald; Merit - Riley Rodgers.  
 
Year 13 – English 
AS 3.2 – Respond critically to written text studied – 3 credits 
Johanna Bates – Merit  Mary Spiers – Merit. 
AS 3.3 – Respond critically to Shakespearean Drama studied – 3 credits 
Merit - Zoe Rodgers, Miriam Bates.  
S 3.4 – Respond critically to visual text studied – 3 credits 
Merit - Astrid de Jong.  
AS 3.5 – Respond critically to unfamiliar texts studied – 3 credits 
Excellence - Mary Spiers;  Merit - Caroline Peers, Zoe Rodgers, Lauren Waites, Stevie Ward, Miriam Bates, 
Natasha Cochrane.  
 
Year 13 – Drama 
AS 3.6 – Analysing drama processes – 5 credits 
Merit - Emmiline Henry, Zoe Rodgers.  
 
Lions Speech Contest 
Our best wishes go to Katherine Badcock and Tessa Morgan (Year 13) who are our entrants in this year’s contest to 
be held on Saturday, 28 May 2011 at Waiariki Polytechnic. Topics are open but they are required to prepare a speech 
of between 5 to 6 minutes and be ready for an impromptu speech that must be at least 2 minutes but no longer than 3 
minutes.  

  
Magazine Editorial Committee 
Any students interested in helping with the production and publication of this year’s school magazine is most 
welcome. Miss Smith and Mrs Samvelyan are in charge of the magazine this year. Please register your interest with 
them in E7 or G2. 
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Drama 
·  Year 13 Drama students are working steadily towards their assessment production of “Revenge of the 

Amazons” which will be performed in the Redwood Forest under the sails on the Wednesday 6 April at 4pm. 
·  Shannon Dunn has been selected as the Student Director for the 5 minute University of Otago Sheliah Winn 

Shakespeare in Schools Regional entry from Rotorua Girls’ High School, with a scene from “A Winter’s 
Tale.” Shannon and fellow Year 13’s will be competing in this on Saturday 9 April at Rotorua Lakes High 
School. 

·  Seussical the Musical has been cast and is already in the rehearsal stage. Anna Richardson (Director), 
Marcella Stunell (Musical Director) and Jane Trask (Choreographer) are excited about the vibrant and 
talented cast and look forward to the coming term.  

  
Marautanga and International Languages 
Marautanga 
RG4 Noho Marae 
Our Year 10 Alternative Education class has recently 
taken part in a Noho Marae.  Such a wonderful 
experience that we all thoroughly enjoyed and I am sure 
we will remember it as a very positive time.  Our Noho 
Marae was three days long and we were based at Te 
Roro o te Rangi Marae, down at Ohinemutu.   
 
On Day One we did some marae based activities starting 
with our Whakatau (welcome), Whaea Aramoana’s 
korero on Tikanga Maori followed by Fitness with 
Whaea Jaylene and Whaea Pauline.  That evening, was 
fantastic, we experienced at Te Puia the Hangi and 
Cultural experience called Te Po.  Some of our girls 
participated on stage in the cultural performance and 
then we enjoyed a scrumptious buffet meal together.   
 
Amazingly, no one was hungry for breakfast the next morning because of the huge amounts of food we had eaten the 
night before.  We had an action packed day planned with Te Waiariki Purea Trust.  At Lake Okareka we all hopped 
into a waka and done hoe waka around the lake and we did some team building exercises as well.  The girls had lunch 
and a swim and then we headed back to the marae to cook dinner for our parents and teachers.   
 
On our last day we tidied and cleaned the marae before heading along the lakefront through Ohinemutu and then we 
walked to the Rotorua Public Library.  Our parents collected the girls from the marae with some really tired looking 
young ladies. 
 
A big Kia Ora to Whaea Jaylene for her organisation and planning for the Noho Marae, to the parents and caregivers 
who allowed us to take their daughters for a couple of nights – we really enjoyed having them with us, to Whaea 
Aramoana for your participation and korero with the girls, to Whaea Pauline for making the girls keep up their fitness 
levels and to Mrs Joyce for allowing us to set up such a fabulous Noho Marae for RG4.  Kia ora koutou katoa!   
 
International Languages 
Language Perfect is a relatively new online language vocabulary tool that Rotorua Girls’ High School has integrated 
into its languages’ programmes.  
 
As both a consolidation and extension of the classwork, Language Perfect enables students to focus on vocabulary 
learning at home. This means as teachers we can spend more time on oral/aural work, teaching grammar, and applying 
this vocabulary in context. It also allows the teacher to monitor the students’ progress and pass this onto parents 
through a feature called the Teachers Control Panel. 
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The resource has been successfully implemented in hundreds of schools from around the world, with notable impacts 
on student motivation, grades, and even on the number of students who continue with their language learning! 
Students gain points for every word they learn, they can therefore compete against their friends in a fun and 
educational environment at their own pace. 
Key features: 

�  Native speaker pronunciation 
�  Multiple testing modes: improves reading, listening, and speaking skills 
�  Instant feedback: scoreboard and competition aspect 
�  Access from anywhere: school, home, on holiday etc 
�  Languages: French, German, Spanish, Japanese, Indonesian, Italian, Latin, Chinese, Greek and Maori. 

 
The cost for one year’s subscription is $15.00.  It is expected that our language students spend a minimum of 10 
minutes a night on the site (www.languageperfect.co.nz). 
 
Our Japanese assistant teacher runs a LP-computer session in G1 every Thursday from 3.05pm -3.45pm. Everyone is 
welcome. 
 
The language teachers congratulate the 70 students who have signed up for Language Perfect 2011. During  the last 
couple of weeks many Year10, 11, 12 and 13 Language students are using this on-line tool on a daily basis to improve 
their vocab and grammar. 
 
An over-all school tally and also individual subject scores are shown on the website. In our Japanese, French and 
German classes the scores are compared every day and friendly competitions have started.  
As the site is open to all schools in both Australia and New Zealand with a total of 300 registered some of our very 
keen students are aiming for a placing in their individual language.  
 
Congratulations to the following students for their FANTASTIC achievements in the Language Perfect (on line 
Languages Competition throughout NZ and Australasia)) this year so far: 
Our School - is 11th  out of over 300 schools entered 
Ranking – Japanese language   
1ST Place-  Diandra Punivalu - (RGHS) 
3rd  Place- Yvonne Long -  (RGHS) 
 
French Language - Lauren Buckley is 1st (out of over 300 schools entered) 
A most fantastic effort! 
 
 
Mathematics 
Congratulations to the following girls for achieving Excellence grades in the recent external examinations.  
Level 1: 
Use straightforward algebraic methods and solve equations  -  Vanessa Barclay, Su Jeong Kwon. 
Sketch and interpret graphs - Kate Walker. 
Solve straightforward number problems in context - Vanessa Barclay, Gisele Foster, Riley Gilbert-Burne, Jody 
Lickfold, Rashpinder Mann, Carina Stanley, Laleyna Vail.  
Use geometric reasoning to solve problems - Gisele Foster, Su Jeong Kwon. 
Determine Probabilities - Gisele Foster, Riley Gilbert-Burne. 
 
Level 2: 
Use coordinate geometry methods - Danielle Cochrane, Rachelle Gordon. 
 
Level 3: 
Solve equations - Kerry McNamara-Spackman 
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World Maths Day  
Tuesday, 1 March marked World Maths Day. Students got involved in this international event through answering 
Maths questions on-line in competition with other students from around the world. 
 
In total there were 38 classes and 721 students who took part in the competition. They answered 109,154 questions 
correctly by girls at Rotorua Girls’ High School.  
 
There were outstanding results from the following girls: 
Persistence Award – most questions answered correctly – Sorrento Bockman Rurehe K3 
Accuracy Award – most correct answers for one round – Lyneir Powell K1 
Improvement Award – greatest improvement in results – Elizabeth Randle RK3 
 
Several classes also had the opportunity to go to the old gym and play Maths Mind. They had to run around the gym 
collecting maths questions and answer them as quickly and accurately as possible.  
 
 
Physical Education, Health, Dance and Music 
On March 21st we will welcome Michelle King who is in the Secondary Graduate Diploma of Teaching at Victoria 
University.  She will be in our faculty for 7 weeks on a Teaching Placement.  
 

12 Adventure Tourism – have started working towards two unit standards 
on kayaking which involves them learning how to roll a kayak and then a 
trip to Tauranga Harbour and Lake Okareka to work on kayaking skills 
and rescues.  Next term we will be rock climbing and mountain biking.  
If anyone has mountain bikes that they want to seell (at a reasonable 
price), please contact Carolyn Katu on 3480 156.  Bikes must be 
mountain bikes and have front suspension minimum. 
 
Shontelle Jillings-Slade about to roll and being assisted by Holly Davis 
 
 
 

 
12 Sport and Recreation have been working towards their unit standard 
on Adventure Based Learning and have been participating in a variety of 
ABL activities.  Congratulations to Rebecca Eparaima, Sylvia 
Mathew, Morgan McLeod, Emma Middleton, Krystal Palmer, 
Stevee-Ray Raureti, Jasmine Toetoe, Lahana Woods, Yingyi Shou, 
Freya Hohneck and Leah Harper who used excellent problem solving 
skills to solve the “Lord of the Rings” activity.  Their effort resulted in a 
Pizza shout. 
      
  Morgan McLeod participating in the Human Ladder in 12 SAR 
 
 
 
11 Health have been working on implementing a 3 week SMART goal which see’s most of them aiming to get more 
sleep at night, or exercising more, eating better or doing more homework.  Good luck!  Many students have indicated 
that they are aiming for Merit or Excellence in their first Achievement Standard and I wish them well. 
 
12 Physical Education – Congratulations to Kahnum Elisaia who achieved with Excellence in A.S 2.5 Performance 
for her Pentathlon Result on Athletics Day.  
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11 Physical Education – Enjoyed moving to the beat by doing Zumba with instructor extraordinaire – Meriana 
Tamati.  
 
10 Sports Performance – Congratulations to the following students who were student ambassadors at the Glenholme 
Athletics Day on Tuesday 8 March – Sam Scowen, Jackie-Lee Loffley-Wilson, Lyric Ratahi, Tamara Pardoe, Jai 
Herbig, Bailey Lynskey Jessica Wilson, Sommer Clendon, Paris Pene-Tata, Bernice Uale, Evangelia Maui-
Rakuraku.  These students helped staff at Glenholme by measuring or timing events.  This enabled all students at 
Glenholme to enjoy their athletics day.  
 
10 Health Classes have been working on an Alcohol unit in Health this term and have been visited by Constable Viv 
Sutton from the Rotorua Police who has been in to talk about Alcohol and the Law.  Later on this term the “Booze 
Bus” will be on school grounds to show students what happens when people are pulled over for drink driving on our 
roads.  
 
Music 
Our Junior students are composing their own music, preparing for a solo performance at the end of the term and 
researching various aspects of Music. Currently our senior students, Year 11, 12 and 13, are all working on 3 
standards at the moment. Each student is composing their own music, preparing for several solo performances and 
they are also preparing for group performances.  
 
The table below tells you how many credits each of these standards are worth when successfully completed at each 
level.  
NCEA Level Standard No. of Credits for this standard 
1 Solo Performance 6 
1 Group Performance 4 
1 Composition 6 
2 Solo Performance 5 
2 Group Performance 2 
2 Composition 6 
3 Solo Performance 8 
3 Group Performance 4 
3 Composition 8 
 
 
Dance 
Wow! Welcome back to 2011. What a crazy start we have had to the year. 
Year 9, RA1 and RA2 rotation classes are busy settling in and dancing up a 
storm with Miss Figgest and Mrs Trask . It has been fantastic getting to know 
such vibrant and energetic students.  
 
        RA1 Students Posing in different Levels 
 
 
 
Year 10 Dance students are working well on their creative dance topic and are stepping out of their comfort zones, by 
choreographing and working with new people. 
 
We hope to have a guest tutor, Jacinta Wilcox, teach Hip Hop in the coming weeks. Jacinta is a past student of 
Rotorua Girls’ High School and she is back to perform in the Rotorua Musical Theatre Production of CATS, along 
with Mrs Jane Trask. They are both counting down the days to the show starts. Rotorua Girls’ High School students 
Te Waikamihi Ormsby and Kaela Aitchison-Hayes are also in the cast of Cats. It is going to be a truly amazing 
show! Get your tickets from www.ticketmaster.co.nz or at the convention centre. Season is 18th March – 2nd April! 
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Year 11 Dance students have just completed their first Jazz Dance assessment.  The following students received 
Excellence in their performance:   Anna Wilson, Mikayla Law, Kirsten Plowman and Aleisha Mitchell. 
 
Year 12 and 13 Dance students are busy working on two different topics of work for the Senior Dance Assessment 
evening which will be held in Term Two. They are learning a joint piece called “Burlesque” Choreographed by Jane 
Trask and also working independently on their own choreography for groups under the topic of War.  The Year 13’s 
have a poem that they are also choreographing and the Year 12’s have graphic and emotional pictures. It will be a 
moving evening seeing their choreography hit the stage next term in the newly renovated Performing Arts Centre.  
 
Dance students are reminded that they can still order the Dance T-shirts or Singlets as part of their dance uniform for 
practical classes. An information letter can be collected from Mrs Trask  and then $18.00 and the permission slip 
needs to be paid at the accounts office.  These look awesome! 
 
Stage Challenge 
Auditions have been completed and a full list of successful participants can be seen on the dance studio door and 
notice board. Daily practices have begun and Wednesday and Sunday practices will commence next term. Your 
daughter should be aware of this, received her first newsletter about fees and the idea behind the performance for 
2011. In short:  Our theme for this year is based around the concept of “Sex Trafficking” – Focusing on the dangers 
and unsafe environments that face many women and young girls all around the world.    
 
I am proud of the Production team and the hard work that they are putting in. Stage Challenge is a huge undertaking 
and we will do our best to put together another amazing 8 minute performance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stage Challenge Auditions 2011 
 
Performing Arts 
Seussical Production is coming along nicely under the direction of Miss Anna Richardson.  It is Anna’s first musical 
that she has directed and she is looking forward to it. She is well supported by a team of hard workers, Marcella 
Stunell, Musical Director, Jane Trask, Choreographer and Di Donnelly, our amazing producer and many other 
helpers.   
 
The hall and its conversion into a performing arts centre is coming along nicely and we in the Performing Arts Faculty 
can not wait to be able to use it. 
 
Any questions or issues regarding Dance, Stage Challenge or Performing Arts please feel free to contact me at 
Rotorua Girls’ High School. 
 
"We dance for laughter, we dance for tears, we dance for madness, we dance for fears, we dance for hopes, we dance 
for screams, we are the dancers, we create the dreams." 
 - Mrs Jane Trask - TIC Dance, Stage Challenge & Director of Performing Arts.  jtrask@rghs.school.nz  
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SPORTS NEWS 
Archery – We congratulate Elizabeth Randle who competed recently at the Rotorua Merit Star competition where 
she cam 2nd in her Category.  This included shooters from all over New Zealand so it was an excellent result. Well 
done Elizabeth!!  We look forward to further good results. 
 
Athletics – Our School Championships were held recently with a large number of students participating and the 
weather was perfect for the day. For those students who did not want to do the Athletic Championships were held and 
these were a lot of fun.  Main results from the day were – Senior Champion - Krystal Williams  and Runner Up 
Crystal Walters.  Intermediate Champion was Sam Grace with Amber Johnston the Runner and in the Junior 
Championship the winner was Georgia Grace and runner up Kirsty Lickfold .  The Top house was Rangiuru closely 
followed by Rukuwai with Karenga 3rd and Hinemoa 4th.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The group of students who went to the Mid Island Athletics Championships in Tokoroa 
 
From these Championships 31 students travelled to Tokoroa for the Mid Island Athletics and there were some great 
performances – one of the highlights being our Junior Relay Team who came 2nd – Georgia Grace, Shontayia Te 
Riini, Savannah Aldworth and Jaedyn Robinson.   
 
We have 16 students who have qualified for the Waikato Championships coming up. We wish all these promising 
Athletes all the best. 
 
Swimming – The School Swimming sports were held recently – this was a very colourful event with all the houses 
well turned out in their house colours. Two records were broken on the day – both by Jody Lickfold  – in the 100m 
Freestyle in a new time of 1.02.66 and in the 100m Backstroke with a time of 1.13.20.  Our Champions were – Senior 
– Kiri Coromandel  from Dayna McGregor – Intermediate – Jody Lickfold  and Junior Kirsty Lickfold  from 
Sorrento Bockman-Rurehe. The top house was Rangiuru closely followed by Karenga. 
 
Volleyball – Our Senior A team has been participating in the Bay of Plenty series each weekend and are now placed 
in 10th place.  They are working hard towards their upcoming National Championships n Palmerston North at the end 
of the month. We wish them all the best.  The weekly competition has 11 teams from school taking part and is a very 
popular series with 26 teams in total participating. 
 
Winter Sports – Football, Hockey, Netball, Basketball and Rugby are all in the process of having their trials to select 
teams and it is very pleasing to see the large number of students stepping up to make themselves available. 
 
Orienteering – There is a series of events being held by the Rotorua Orienteering club and a number of students have 
shown a interest in this.  Those that want to go further will be able to enter the North Island events in the holidays. 
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Smallbore Rifle Shooting – This has started up again and we have a number of students who have been along to the range 
to have a go.  The first competition coming up for this is the Western Heights Tournament at the end of term then the Postal 
shoot for the Nationals later on. 
 
Lawn Bowls – This is starting up shortly with tuition at the Rotorua East Bowling Club on a Thursday after school. If you 
are keen to give it a go see Mrs Lee. 
 
Softball – this is a sport that does not have a very big following in Rotorua but we have a team which is going to Tauranga 
to play in a Slow Pitch game. Trials were held to select this team and it was really pleasing to see so many students turn up 
for these trials.  We thank Ms Adams for all the time and effort she has put into getting the girls ready for this. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES  
18 March  Waikato University Liaison Visit 

19 March Waikato Athletics;  Year 12 ADV Field Trip;  North Island Dragonboat Competition 
(2 days);  7pm Alice in Wonderful – Year 11 Drama Performance 

21 March Year 13 Tourism Field Trip;  Golf Pennants; 
21 – 22 March Two Day Senior German Camp 
22 March BOP Yachting 

23 March Barista Course, School Sleep Study (Year 12 and 13 student) 
23 – 26 March Year 12 Geography Field Trip 
25 March Auckland University Liaison Visit 
26 March Zonal Touch;  N Z Mountain Biking 
27 March – 1 April NZSS Volleyball 
27 March NZ Dragonboating 
28 – 29 March RYDA 

28 March – 2 April NZSS Rowing Championships 
28 – 31 March NZSS Tennis Championships 
29 March – 1 April NZSS Waka Ama 
30 March Otago University Liaison Visit;  Barista Course 
31 March N Z Triathlon;  2.10pm School closes;  2.30pm – 5.00pm Progress Report Meeting;  

1.30pm Rotorua Intermediate School Assembly Visit 
1 April NISS Dressage – Equestrian 
1 – 2 April Shakespeare in Schools 

2 – 3 April NISS Athletics 
4 April Massey University Liaison Visit 
5 April BOP Lawn Bowls;  Drama School visiting 
6 April National Bank Maths Competition 
7 April Year 12 / 13 Photography Field Trip 
6 - 8 7pm Year 13 Drama 
8 April Waikato / BOP Road Race;  RG1 EOTC – Lake Okareka 
12 April Canterbury University Liaison Visit;  Year 11 Physics Science Assessment; BOP 

Lawn Bowls;  6pm Board of Trustees Meeting 
13 April BOP Swimming Champs 
14 April Lincoln University Liaison Visit 
14 April Newsletter #3 (+ attendance profile) handed to students 
15 April BOP Duathlon; End of Term 1 
Ka Kite ano 
 

 

Annette Joyce – Principal 



   22 

 

 
 

Mrs Deb Martis, Careers Advisor; Mrs Kathy Edmonds,  Careers Administrator 
Mrs Yvonne Downard, Gateway Co-ordinator 

Direct Dial: 3471726 ext 842  
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Are you keen to help your daughter 
develop some career awareness and set 
some goals for her future?    

·  What are her strengths? 
·  What is she interested? 
·  What does she enjoy? 
·  Where does she see herself in the future? 
·  What is important to her?  Is it helping people?  

Working with animals?  Indoor or outdoor work?     
·  Would she prefer working with people, ideas or 

things? 
Information is readily available as you explore what’s next.  
Tertiary and industry websites, friends, family and 
teachers are all here to help.   A really good website to find 
out about a wide range of careers is  www.careers.govt.nz.  
A really good book is “What Colour is Your Parachute” by 
Richard Bolles, available from Rotorua Public Library. 
 

University representatives have started visiting Girls High in the past week.  Students interested in going on to University or 
Polytechnic are encouraged to attend these visits, in order to start familiarising themselves with courses, entry prerequisites, and 
what the universities have to offer. Year 13 students are encouraged to have regular looks at the Careers Basket in Salmond House 
(study side).  Information received about various career options, Tertiary institutions, Scholarships and Training providers will be 
found here.  Copies will also be in the Careers Suite.     

IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP:  
16 March Massey Uni visit, 12.35, Salmond 
17 March Waikato Uni visit  12.35 Salmond 
1st April New Zealand Radio Broadcasting 

School, 12.35, Careers Room F2.  
12th April Canterbury Uni Visit, 12.35, 

Salmond House 
 Lincoln Uni Visit 
30 March Otago Uni Visit, 12.35, Salmond 
11th May Year 13 Careers Assembly 
13 May Waikato University Open Day  
20 May Careers Expo 

ARMED FORCES VISIT 2011 
The Army and Navy visited Girls High on 25 

February 2011 to talk about recruitment 
procedures and life in the Forces.  Students from 

all year levels took the opportunity do some 
research.       
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Ms Martis is away with a broken leg at present.  On  her 
return, ALL year 13 students will be contacted with  an 
appointment time to come to Careers to discuss thei r 
future plans.  This is so they can be given any ass istance 
they require. They are also encouraged to come to 
Careers workshops which will be held later this ter m.   

$$$ SCHOLARSHIPS are available for a wide range of 
degrees and courses.  Eligibility is determined through a 
range of criteria, e.g. academic achievement, cultural 
involvement, sporting achievement, leadership qualities, 
special circumstances and hardship.  Check out the 
scholarships database, on www.allaboutfunding.org.nz, 
usercode rghs; password, scholarships.   Being involved in 
community service is advantageous when applying for 
scholarships – for example being involved with Key Club, 
Interact, St Johns, Red Cross, SPCA, Greenpeace, Forest 
and Bird or similar voluntary organisations.   
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Our Performing Arts Complex  
 
The renovations to our old Assembly Hall will be completed by the beginning of Term 2, 2011 and our new 
Performing Arts Centre will emerge in all its glory. 
 
From the new and upgraded music practise rooms, across the airway to our new Mezzanine and sound and 
lighting room, down the steps into our new foyer, ticketing booth and toilet area, and through the Nina Hogan 
Memorial Hall onto our enormous new stage, and finally into the 2 adjacent classrooms for Drama and Maori 
Performing Arts, this is a Performing Arts Complex with a difference.  Music, Drama and Maori Performing Arts 
all have their specialists teaching areas opening directly into modern performance spaces.  And the new 
Mezzanine area transforms (almost) instantly into a comfortable audience area with the help of retractable seating.  
The sound and lighting room will enable students to become even better technicians through the use of modern 
equipment and expert support. 
 
The full sized staging will be very well used in Term 2, with practises for Stage Challenge, Raukura, Shakespeare 
in School and the ‘Seussical’ Production vying for rehearsal time with curriculum Music, Drama and Maori 
Performing Arts and Dance. 
 
The Performing Arts Complex will be formally opened in Early July with a Gala Evening to showcase the 
amazing performance talents to our students. 
 
Together with our modern Dance Studio and Rotorua’s Arena, the Performing Arts Centre gives our students 
access to the most superior facilities in the Rotorua District.  Roll on Term 2! 
 


